Mayor & Commissioners Meeting Minutes

December 21, 2016


The Mayor and Commissioners

of the Town of Elkton
December 21, 2016
The Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton (the “Board”) held their second regularly scheduled meeting in December on this date at 7:00 p.m. The following persons were present: Mayor Robert J. Alt; Commissioners Jean A. Broomell, Mary Jo Jablonski and Earl M. Piner, Sr.; Town Administrator Lewis H. George, Jr.; Finance Director Steven H. Repole; Elkton Police Chief Matthew Donnelly; Department of Public Works Director J. Daniel Handley, P.E.; Administration Office Secretary L. Michelle Henson; and Town Attorney John P. Downs, Esquire. Commissioner Charles H. Givens, Sr. was excused from the meeting.


Notice of Closed Meeting


On Wednesday December 7, 2016, at 7:25 p.m., during a regularly scheduled meeting of the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton (the “Board”), a Closed Meeting was requested and approved by all present pursuant to State Government Statutory Authority to Close Session, General Provisions Article, §3-305(b) (7) To consult with counsel to obtain legal advice on a legal matter. Attendance: Mayor Robert J. Alt; Commissioners Jean A. Broomell; Charles H. Givens, Sr.; Mary Jo Jablonski; Earl M. Piner, Sr.; Town Administrator Lewis H. George, Jr.; Finance Director Steven H. Repole; Administration Office Secretary L. Michelle Henson;  and Town Attorney John P. Downs, Esquire.


Mayor Alt called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Alt announced that Commissioner Charles H. Givens, Sr. would not be in attendance. 

ACTION:
The minutes of the December 7, 2016 meeting were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present with no corrections or amendments.

Budget Amendment 2017-06

Mr. Repole presented Budget Amendment 2017-06 to budget $8,458 received from Cecil County Government and transferred to the William M. Singerly Fire Engine and Hook and Ladder Company. 


Mr. Repole stated the grant funds were distributed from the State to Cecil County, and then passed through the Town to Singerly Fire Company.


ACTION:
Budget Amendment 2017-06 was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Piner. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jablonski and approved by all present.


Public Hearing
Ordinance 10-2016 – Article XVI Signs, Section 18 Permitted Signs, Subsection 5(C) Projecting Signs – Presented for Introduction

Mr. George presented Ordinance 10-2016 Article XVI Signs, Section 18 Permitted Signs, Subsection 5(C) Projecting Signs, for introduction. He stated the purpose of Ordinance 10-2016 was to amend the maximum permitted sign area and maximum permitted projection of a sign. A copy of Ordinance 10-2016 was placed in the record of the minutes.

Mr. George stated the Planning Commission recommended approval of Ordinance 10-2016.


Mayor Alt declared the Public Hearing open at 7:04 p.m.


Mayor Alt queried the Board for comments regarding Ordinance 10-2016. 

Commissioner Jablonski stated the amendments were a welcome change for Downtown businesses.

Mayor Alt queried the audience for comments regarding Ordinance 10-2016. Hearing none, Mayor Alt declared the Public Hearing closed at 7:05 p.m.

ACTION:
Ordinance 10-2016 Article XVI Signs, Section 18 Permitted Signs, Subsection 5(C) Projecting Signs, was approved for introduction on a motion made by Commissioner Broomell. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jablonski and approved by all present.


Mayor Alt’s Report

Mayor Alt reported that he met with County Executive Alan McCarthy regarding a land transfer from the Cecil County Public Schools to the Town of Elkton. Mayor Alt stated if the Cecil County Council approved the transfer his hope is that the Town will own the property by March 1st. He stated once the Town owns the property then the long-discussed Recreation / Community Center would become a reality.


Mayor Alt announced State Senator Steven Hershey visited Elkton on December 14th. He stated he was proud of the relationship the Town had with its Representatives from Districts 35 and 36.

Mayor Alt stated the Town hosted the Maryland Municipal League Cecil Harford Chapter Legislative Dinner on December 15th. He stated 9 of the chapter’s 11 municipalities attended.

Mayor Alt stated the VFW Memorial Post 8175 hosted a free community event on December 15th. He expressed his appreciation to the community for contributing over $6,000 to the VFW during the event.


Mayor Alt, referring to the Town’s Christmas Decorating Contest, stated the Board judged the registered homes on December 19th. He stated 3rd prize was awarded to 329 / 330 Hollingsworth Manor, 2nd prize was awarded to 3 Vince Court, and 1st prize was awarded to 321 Hermitage Drive.

Mayor Alt stated that the 2nd and 3rd place winners were not in attendance. Recognizing the 1st place winner in attendance, Mayor Alt presented the 1st prize to Mr. John Palmer.


Mayor Alt stated that preliminary data indicated that saturation patrols conducted by the Elkton Police Department were successful. 


Commissioner Broomell’s Report

Commissioner Broomell commended the Elkton Alliance for the Christmas activities in the Downtown. She stated she enjoyed the Clydesdale horses during the Old Fashioned Christmas event on December 16th. 


Commissioner Broomell wished everyone in attendance a Merry Christmas.


Commissioner Piner’s Report

Commissioner Piner wished everyone in attendance a Merry Christmas. He expressed support for the Board members, and appreciation to the Town’s staff and volunteers, adding that the past year has been very exciting.

Commissioner Jablonski’s Report

Commissioner Jablonski reiterated Commissioner Piner’s comments, adding appreciation to Mr. Handley’s family for assisting with the Town’s Christmas activities.

Commissioner Jablonski wished all in attendance a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
Hearing no additional business to come before the Board, Mayor Alt adjourned the meeting at 7:16 p.m.

L. Michelle Henson

Administration Office Secretary

AN AUDIO AND VIDEO RECORDING OF THIS MEETING RETAINED AT THE ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

Note: The minutes of regularly scheduled public meetings conducted by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton, following their approval, are posted at www.elkton.org. The minutes, in hard copy format, are retained indefinitely by the Town of Elkton, Administration Office, 100 Railroad Avenue, Elkton, Maryland 21921.
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