Mayor & Commissioners Meeting Minutes

October 4, 2017


The Mayor and Commissioners

of the Town of Elkton
October 4, 2017
The Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton (the “Board”) held their first scheduled meeting in October on this date at 7:00 p.m.  The following persons were present:  Mayor Robert J. Alt; Commissioners Jean A. Broomell; Charles H. Givens, Sr.; Mary Jo Jablonski and Earl M. Piner, Sr.; Town Administrator Lewis H. George, Jr.; Director of Finance Steven H. Repole; Police Captain Joseph V. Zurolo; Director of Public Works J. Dan Handley, P.E.; Contracted Human Resources Generalist Kathleen Metzler; Administration Office Secretary L. Michelle Henson; and Town Attorney John P. Downs, Esquire. 

Mayor Alt called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led all those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.


ACTION:
The minutes of the September 28, 2017 meeting were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present with no corrections or amendments.


ACTION:
The financial report and the bills submitted for payment were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present.


Cecil County Health Department VAPE Presentation

Ms. Jennifer Padgett, representing the Cecil County Health Department Division of Health Promotion, introduced herself to the Board. She stated the purpose of her appearance was to provide an overview of health issues and misconceptions regarding Electronic Smoking Devices (ESD). A copy of Ms. Padgett’s Power Point Presentation was placed in the record of the minutes.

Commissioner Broomell questioned if an ESD contained the same chemicals as conventional cigarettes. Ms. Padgett answered in the affirmative, stating that “non-nicotine” ESD also contained nicotine as well as other harmful chemicals. She added that an ESD is not recommended to assist in smoking cessation. 

Mayor Alt questioned if the presentation was being shown to students. Ms. Padgett stated that she is trying to gain permission to show the presentation in schools. 

Town Administrator’s Report

Proclamation P34-2017 – Breast Cancer Awareness Month


Mr. George presented Proclamation P34-2017 – Breast Cancer Awareness Month, a copy of which was read and placed in the record of the minutes.


ACTION:
Proclamation P34-2017 was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present.


Ordinance 11-2017 – Amending the Elkton Zoning Ordinance, Article X. Permissible Uses, 
Section 7. Permissible Uses Table and Article XII. Supplementary Use Regulations, to 
Permit
a Restaurant with a Maryland Class 6M Pub-Brewery License to operate in the C-2, 
C-3, and TC Zoning Districts and to Permit a Production Brewery 
with a Maryland Class 
5M Production Brewery License to Operate in the C-2, C-3, and TC Zoning Districts Under 
Certain Conditions  – Presented for Adoption

Mr. George presented Ordinance 11-2017 – Amending the Elkton Zoning Ordinance, Article X. Permissible Uses, 
Section 7. Permissible Uses Table and Article XII. Supplementary Use Regulations, to Permit a Restaurant with a Maryland Class 6M Pub-Brewery License to operate in the C-2, C-3, and TC Zoning Districts and to Permit a Production Brewery 
with a Maryland Class 5M Production Brewery License to Operate in the C-2, C-3, and TC Zoning Districts Under Certain Conditions adoption. A copy of Ordinance 11-2017 was placed in the record of the minutes.


ACTION:
Ordinance 11-2017 – Amending the Elkton Zoning Ordinance, Article X. Permissible Uses, Section 7. Permissible Uses Table and Article XII. Supplementary Use Regulations, to Permit a Restaurant with a Maryland Class 6M Pub-Brewery License to operate in the C-2, C-3, and TC Zoning Districts and to Permit a Production Brewery with a Maryland Class 5M Production Brewery License to Operate in the C-2, C-3, and TC Zoning Districts Under Certain Conditions was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present.

Mayor Alt’s Report

Mayor Alt, referring to wastewater associated with breweries, requested that Mr. Jason Taylor, contracted manager of the Town’s Wastewater Treatment Facility, attend the upcoming workshop meeting to discuss potential discharges from brewery facilities.


Mayor Alt stated he attended the Historic Beer Tasting Event at Historic Elk Landing on Saturday, September 29th. He commended the volunteers who plan and produce activities at Elk Landing.

Mayor Alt, referring to the Downtown Scarecrow Contest, stated the decorations were appearing throughout Main Street. He expressed his desire to have the same type of pole-decorating contest for other holidays.

Mayor Alt stated the Arts Festival was scheduled on Saturday, October 6th, in the municipal parking lot behind North Street. He stated the family-friendly event was scheduled for the entire day.

Mayor Alt announced the annual Halloween Parade is scheduled for Friday, October 27th. 

Mayor Alt announced Trick or Treating is scheduled on Tuesday, October 31st from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m.


Commissioner Jablonski’s Report

Commissioner Jablonski, referring to the Scarecrow Contest, stated that the displays are due in place prior to First Friday events on October 6th. 


Commissioner Jablonski stated the Empty Bowls Fundraiser Event is scheduled for Friday, October 6th. She stated proceeds from the event benefit Wayfarers’ House.


Commissioner Jablonski stated the Elkton High School Chamber Choir has been selected to perform at Walt Disney World’s Christmas Concert. She stated the choir is raising $7,000 for their trip and stated that anyone interested in donating can contact the Elkton Alliance.

Commissioner Piner’s Report

Commissioner Piner questioned if Hearthstone Drive was included in the 2017 Road Restoration Project. Mr. George answered in the positive.


Commissioner Givens’ Report

Commissioner Givens invited the Board to attend the School Advocacy Meeting on November 2nd. 


Commissioner Broomell’s Report

Commissioner Broomell requested that the Board receive a list of roads and streets associated with Road Restoration Projects.

Commissioner Broomell, referring to the Board’s previous discussions regarding installation of sidewalks on Bridge Street, requested an update. Mr. George stated he had not heard back from the State Highway Administration regarding sidewalk installation on Bridge Street. 

Public Comment

Ms. Betty Helsel stated her dog was attacked and killed by a neighborhood pit bull on Monday, October 2nd. She stated Officers from Cecil County Animal Control, as well as Officers from the Elkton Police Department responded. She stated she was advised the pit bull was returned to its owner due to the “one bite law” and asked the Board to consider amending the Town Ordinance to destroy a dog that attacks.


Ms. Helsel requested the installation of speed humps in the older sections of Thomson Estates.

Mr. George advised Ms. Helsel that the section of Thomson Estates to which she referred was in Cecil County’s jurisdiction and added that he would make an inquiry on her behalf.

Ms. Helsel requested increased Police patrols in her neighborhood.

Dr. Babak Salahbin invited the Board to the Grand Opening of his dental practice.

Commissioner Jablonski offered assistance via the Elkton Alliance with the event.

Ms. Colandra Coleman and Mr. Dayquan Stewart, representing the Mary Randall Center, introduced themselves to the Board. Ms. Coleman stated she recently attended a meeting regarding encampments in Elkton and queried Mayor Alt for an update on the process. 

Mayor Alt stated that on September 20th he met with organizations that assist unsheltered residents. He stated all options to locate temporary housing for individuals who are currently unsheltered are being investigated, and stated he will follow up with Ms. Coleman.
Motion for a Closed Meeting

ACTION: Pursuant to State Government Statutory Authority to Close Session, General Provisions Article, §3-305(b) (1) to discuss the appointment, employment, assignment, promotion, discipline, demotion, compensation, removal, resignation, or performance evaluation of appointees, employees, or officials over whom this public body has jurisdiction; or any other personnel matter that affects one or more specific individuals; Commissioner Givens made a motion for a Closed Meeting. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present. 


Hearing no additional business to come before the Board, Mayor Alt adjourned the meeting at 7:50 p.m.

L. Michelle Henson

Administration Office Secretary

A VIDEO RECORDING OF THIS MEETING RETAINED AT THE ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

Note: The minutes of regularly scheduled public meetings conducted by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton, following their approval, are posted at www.elkton.org. The minutes, in hard copy format, are retained indefinitely by the Town of Elkton, Administration Office, 100 Railroad Avenue, Elkton, Maryland 21921.
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