Mayor & Commissioners Meeting Minutes

October 3, 2018


The Mayor and Commissioners

of the Town of Elkton
October 3, 2018
The Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton (the “Board”) held their first scheduled meeting in October on this date at 7:00 p.m.  The following persons were present: Mayor Robert J. Alt; Commissioners Jean A. Broomell; Charles H. Givens, Sr.; Mary Jo Jablonski and Earl M. Piner, Sr.; Town Administrator Lewis H. George, Jr.; Finance Director Steven H. Repole; Elkton Police Chief Matthew J. Donnelly; Director of Public Works J. Daniel Handley, P.E.; Administration Office Secretary L. Michelle Henson; and Town Attorney John P. Downs, Esquire. 

Mayor Alt called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led all those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.


ACTION:
The minutes of the September 19, 2018 meeting were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present with no corrections or amendments.

ACTION:
The financial report and the bills submitted for payment were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present. 


Town Administrator’s Report

Waste Management Trash and Recycling Collection Agreement Renewal for the term 
November 1, 2018 – October 31, 2023 – Presented for Approval

Mr. George requested the Board’s approval of the Waste Management Trash and Recycling Collection Agreement renewal for the period November 1, 2018 – October 31, 2023. He stated the 5-year agreement provides residential services for 4,610 households plus dumpster services for specific locations in Elkton. He stated the agreement includes annual cost increases of 3%. Mr. George read and placed a synopsis of the agreement renewal in the record of the minutes.

ACTION:
The Waste Management Trash and Recycling Collection Agreement renewal was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens and approved by all present. 


Commissioner Piner asked that Waste Management staff refrain from leaving trash cans in driveways or streets. Commissioners Broomell and Givens concurred with Commissioner Piner’s comments. 


Commissioner Piner asked for the collection trucks to be cleaned periodically to reduce odors.

Mayor Alt commended staff for their efforts in negotiating the agreement renewal. He stated the cost of the agreement is still less than bids that were received when the current contract was put to bid in 2015.

Proclamation P16-2018 Breast Cancer Awareness Month

Mr. George presented Proclamation P16-2018 proclaiming October, 2018 as Breast Cancer Awareness Month in Elkton. A copy of Proclamation P16-2018 was read and placed into the record of the minutes.

ACTION:
Proclamation P16-2018 Breast Cancer Awareness Month was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens and approved by all present.


Neighborhood Community Center Status Update

Mr. George, referring to the Town’s planned Community Center, stated the Request for Proposals (RFP) was advertised on the Town’s website, in the Cecil Whig, and also sent to design-build contractors who previously expressed interest in the project. He stated the pre-proposal meeting is scheduled for October 17th at 10:00 a.m. and that bids are due November 27th. He stated Ms. Jeanne Minner obtained an $800,000 Community Development Block Grant to assist with funding of the project. He stated Ms. Minner will oversee contractor and subcontractor compliance with grant funding requirements. 

Mr. George stated the Department of Public Works created a construction entrance to the property upon which the Community Center will be built. He stated the Cecil County Board of Education delineated an area that can be used for construction equipment placement during the project. 

He stated he will continue to provide updates to the Board as the project progresses.


Mayor Alt expressed his desire to break ground on the project in the Spring of 2019.


Mayor Alt’s Report

Mayor Alt announced “Trick or Treat” is scheduled for October 31st from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. He stated this is the same schedule that is followed by Cecil County.


Mayor Alt stated he will be touring the White House on October 4th. 

Mayor Alt stated he will attend the Maryland Municipal League Fall Conference in Annapolis on October 14th and 15th. 


Mayor Alt stated he attended the “Coffee with Cops” meeting at the Cecil County Administration Building today. 

Mayor Alt stated he attended the History of Beer event at the Historic Elk Landing Foundation on September 29th. He stated the event was well attended. 


 Mayor Alt announced the annual Premier Auto Grand Prix race is scheduled for October 6th, starting at 11:00 a.m.

Commissioner Broomell’s Report

Commissioner Broomell questioned if spectators can use the municipal parking lots. Commissioner Jablonski answered in the negative, stating the lots will be used for registration and other participant related activities. She stated spectators can use the parking area behind 129 East Main Street.

Commissioner Broomell requested that the Board schedule discussion regarding a second entrance/exit to the parking lot located at 117-119 West Main Street.

Commissioner Broomell requested that the Board schedule discussion regarding creation of a Parks & Recreation Board. The discussion was scheduled for the October 10th workshop agenda.


Commissioner Jablonski’s Report

Commissioner Jablonski announced the annual Halloween Parade is scheduled for Friday, October 26th. She stated over 800 individuals and groups participated in 2017, adding that she expects higher numbers this year. She stated trophies and cash prizes will be awarded.

Commissioner Jablonski stated the Town’s new brand will be revealed at Cecil College Elkton Station on October 4th. 


Public comment


Mr. Edward Giblin, referring to comments and suggestion he made at the September 19th meeting, expressed appreciation for a follow up letter from Mr. George.  


Mr. Giblin suggested the addition of a swimming pool at the planned Community Center.

Ms. Betty Comegys requested increased Police patrols near the bus stop adjacent to the North Street Senior Apartments.

Mr. Michael Pugarelli stated he is a resident of the North Street Senior Apartments and expressed concerns regarding negative interaction that he has had with the Elkton Police Department (EPD). Mayor Alt stated the matter will be investigated.

Mr. James Russell, President of Shop with a Cop Cecil County requested the Board’s support for the 7th annual “Shop with a Cop” event, which will take place in Elkton on December 15th. He stated children aged 2-12 are referred to the organization from school guidance counselors and Social Services. He stated the event, which runs from approximately 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m., pairs participants with an Officer at the Singerly Fire Department on Elkton Newark Road. From there they will travel to the Elkton Walmart for shopping, then return to the Fire Department. He stated participants will also receive a Christmas Day meal for their families. 

Mr. Russell stated participation in the event grows each year, adding that 100 children will be assisted this season. He stated the event brings Officers from the 6 Law Enforcement agencies throughout Cecil County in a concerted community outreach event.

Mr. Russell stated the event, which has historically been held in North East, is being moved to Elkton due to a scheduling conflict at the North East Fire Department. He requested EPD assistance at intersections on the route between Singerly Fire Department and the Elkton Walmart.

Mr. Ed Ginder stated the planned route as: Elkton Newark Road to North Street, to Main Street, to Delaware Avenue, to Route 40 to Walmart, reversing the route to return to Singerly. 

Mr. Ginder asked the Elkton Alliance to announce the event to businesses in order to increase awareness, especially along the route that the children will travel. 


Mayor Alt queried Chief Donnelly for input regarding the request. Chief Donnelly stated he sees no issues. 

Mayor Alt queried the Board for comments regarding the request. 


Commissioner Givens questioned the funding source for the gifts. Mr. Russell stated the Shop with a Cop organization generates the funding. He stated children are given $300 in a gift card, adding that $175 is to be spent on clothing, and $125 can be spent on toys. 

Mr. Ginder stated he will provide an event update in November. 


Mr. Bill Coutz expressed support for the event, stating it brings happiness to children and all participants. 

Mr. Ginder extended an invitation to the Board to participate in the event. 
Hearing no additional business to come before the Board, Mayor Alt adjourned the meeting at 7:59 p.m.

L. Michelle Henson

Sr. Administrative Specialist
A VIDEO RECORDING OF THIS MEETING RETAINED AT THE ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

Note: The minutes of regularly scheduled public meetings conducted by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton, following their approval, are posted at www.elkton.org. The minutes, in hard copy format, are retained indefinitely by the Town of Elkton, Administration Office, 100 Railroad Avenue, Elkton, Maryland 21921.
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