Mayor & Commissioners Meeting Minutes

August 16, 2017


The Mayor and Commissioners

of the Town of Elkton
August 16, 2017
The Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton (the “Board”) held their second regularly scheduled meeting in July on this date at 7:00 p.m.  The following persons were present:  Mayor Robert J. Alt; Commissioners Jean A. Broomell; Charles H. Givens, Sr.; Mary Jo Jablonski and Earl M. Piner, Sr.; Town Administrator Lewis H. George, Jr.; Director of Finance Steven H. Repole; Director of Public Works J. Daniel Handley, P.E.; Director of Planning Jeanne D. Minner; Police Captain Joseph V. Zurolo; Administration Office Secretary L. Michelle Henson and Town Attorney John P. Downs, Esquire. 
Mayor Alt called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led all those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.


ACTION:
The minutes of the August 2, 2017 meeting were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Piner.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present with no corrections or amendments.


ACTION:
The financial report and the bills submitted for payment were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jablonski and approved by all present.


Mayor Alt questioned the start date of the Town’s annual audit. Mr. Repole stated preliminary work for the annual audit began in June and the actual field work will begin in September. 

Public Hearing

Ordinance 8-2017 Amending the Elkton Zoning Ordinance, Article VIII – 
Nonconforming Situations – Presented for Introduction


Mayor Alt declared the Public Hearing open at 7:03 p.m.


Ms. Minner presented Ordinance 8-2017 Amending the Elkton Zoning Ordinance, Article VIII – Nonconforming Situations, for introduction. 

Ms. Minner stated Ordinance 8-2017 amended the Elkton Zoning Ordinance by permitting replacement of single family or duplex homes where the structures have previously existed as non-conforming structures. 

Ms. Minner stated the Planning Commission recommended approval of Ordinance 8-2017.

Mayor Alt queried the Board for questions or comments regarding Ordinance 8-2017. Hearing none, Mayor Alt queried the audience for questions or comments regarding Ordinance 8-2017.

Ms. Sara Guns questioned if a single family or duplex could replace a duplex. Ms. Minner answered in the affirmative. 


Mayor Alt stated the Planning Commission tabled a decision on Ordinance 9-2017 therefore the Public Hearing regarding Ordinance 9-2017 was cancelled.


Hearing no additional comments, Mayor Alt declared the Public Hearing closed at 7:07 p.m.

ACTION:
Ordinance 8-2017 Amending the Elkton Zoning Ordinance, Article VIII – Nonconforming Situations, was approved for introduction on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present.


Town Administrator’s Report

Graymount Agreement – Presented for Approval 

Mr. George presented an agreement between the Town and the developer of the Graymount Commons project. He stated the subdivision was created almost 20 years ago and a number of concessions were made in order to bring the project to current regulations. He stated the agreement had been reviewed by counsel, adding the agreement was necessary to create a Public Works Agreement for the project.

Mayor Alt queried Mr. Downs for his recommendation regarding the agreement. Mr. Downs stated he reviewed the agreement and recommended approval.

ACTION:
The Graymount Agreement was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present. 


Ordinance 10-2017 Police Pension Plan Deferred Retirement Option Plan (DROP) – 
Presented for Introduction

Mr. George presented Ordinance 10-2017 Police Pension Plan Deferred Retirement Option Plan (DROP) Plan, for introduction. 

Mr. George stated Ordinance 10-2017 amended the Police Pension Plan by creating a program whereby an Officer who reaches 25 years of service can continue working up to 5 additional years while having their monthly pension distributions set aside for a future one-time distribution. During this period, neither the Town nor the Officer would make any contributions to the Plan. He stated after the 5 year period, the Officer would begin receiving their monthly pension benefit plus the one-time DROP distribution.


Mr. George stated the DROP plan was approved by the Fraternal Order of Police (FOP) and Town Counsel.

ACTION:
Ordinance 10-2017 Police Pension Plan Deferred Retirement Option Plan (DROP) was approved for introduction on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present.


Request for Waiver of Alcohol Prohibition – SPORK Outdoor Event – September 
24, 2017

Mr. George presented a request for Waiver of Alcohol Prohibition on behalf of SPORK Café & Bakery for a fundraising activity which SPORK is sponsoring on September 24, 2017. 


ACTION:
The request for a Waiver of Alcohol Prohibition for the SPORK Outdoor Fundraising event on September 24, 2017 was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present.

Cecil County Memorandum of Understanding – Water and Sewer Workgroup


Presented for Approval

Mr. George presented a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Town and Cecil County Government for the creation of a Water and Sewer Workgroup that includes Mayors of Cecil County’s municipalities. He stated the Board discussed the MOU at the August 9, 2017 workshop and added that the purpose of the group was to explore how the municipalities can work together to benefit themselves, as well as the County.


ACTION:
The Cecil County Memorandum of Understanding to create a Water and Sewer Workgroup was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens and approved by all present. 


Resolution R9-2017 Disposition of Surplus Property

Mr. George presented Resolution R9-2017 Disposition of Surplus Property for approval. He stated the purpose of Resolution R9-2017 was to declare a former vehicle, truck and a tractor surplus in order to sell the items at auction. He stated proceeds from the sale will be deposited in the General Fund.


ACTION:
Resolution R9-2017 Disposition of Surplus Property was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present. 

Mayor Alt’s Report

Mayor Alt stated that Mr. Repole investigated ways to gain additional interest income for the Town and asked him to provide an update to the Board at the September 6, 2017 meeting.

Mayor Alt asked Mr. George to request nuisance wildlife assistance from the Department of Natural Resources regarding beavers in the Big Elk Creek behind the Friendship Heights neighborhood.

Mayor Alt thanked Ms. Sarah Guns and her team for their efforts in cleaning the Hollingsworth Manor park during the Community Cleanup event the weekend of August 4-6, 2017. He stated their efforts demonstrated how the community can get involved in improving their neighborhood. 

Mayor Alt requested additional mosquito treatment at Meadow Park.


Commissioner Broomell’s Report

Commissioner Broomell congratulated Commissioner Givens on his 47th wedding anniversary.


Commissioner Broomell thanked Mr. George for following up with the State Highway Administration regarding the sandbar adjacent to the Delaware Avenue bridge.

Commissioner Broomell stated school starts on September 5, 2017, and requested traffic monitoring from EPD during school hours.


Commissioner Givens’ Report

Commissioner Givens thanked DPW staff involved in repairs to the sidewalk on Howard Street.


Commissioner Givens, referring to the Town’s loitering ordinance in commercial districts, acknowledged Mr. Dwight Hair for addressing an issue in the downtown area.

Commissioner Piner’s Report

Commissioner Piner, referring to his previous query regarding motorists who parked their vehicles on the walkway at Meadow Park, requested enforcement of the “no parking” zone located adjacent to the track.


Commissioner Piner requested maintenance of the fields at Meadow Park.

Commissioner Jablonski’s Report

Commissioner Jablonski, referring to the Board’s ongoing discussions regarding acceptance of credit cards for utility bills, thanked Mr. Repole for initiating the process.


Public Comment

Mr. Ed Ginder announced a VFW-sponsored gold outing on Friday, August 25, 2017 and invited the Board to attend the opening and/or closing ceremonies.


Ms. Sara Guns thanked EPD for the Junior Police Academy. 

Ms. Shirley Anderson questioned if customers could pay utility bills online with a credit card. Mr. Repole answered in the affirmative, adding that there is a fee added by the company that processes the Town’s credit card payments. 


Ms. Anderson questioned the parameters under which a building permit is required. Ms. Minner advised Ms. Anderson to contact the Planning and Zoning Departments for information regarding building permit requirements. 


Hearing no additional business to come before the Board, Mayor Alt adjourned the meeting at 7:30 p.m.

L. Michelle Henson

Administration Office Secretary

A VIDEO RECORDING OF THIS MEETING RETAINED AT THE ADMINISTRATION OFFICE
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