Mayor & Commissioners Meeting Minutes

July 19, 2017


The Mayor and Commissioners

of the Town of Elkton
July 19, 2017
The Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton (the “Board”) held their second regularly scheduled meeting in July on this date at 7:00 p.m.  The following persons were present:  Mayor Robert J. Alt; Commissioners Jean A. Broomell; Mary Jo Jablonski and Earl M. Piner, Sr.; Town Administrator Lewis H. George, Jr.; Director of Finance Steven H. Repole; Director of Public Works J. Daniel Handley, P.E.; Chief of Police Matthew J. Donnelly; Administration Office Secretary L. Michelle Henson and Town Attorney John P. Downs, Esquire. Commissioner Charles H. Givens, Sr. was excused from the meeting.
Mayor Alt called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led all those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.


Mayor Alt announced that Commissioner Givens was traveling out of town and would not be in attendance.


ACTION:
The minutes of the July 12, 2017 meeting were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present with no corrections or amendments.


ACTION:
The financial report and the bills submitted for payment were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Piner.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present.


Administration of Oath of Office

Mayor Alt administered the Oath of Office to Elkton Police Officers Jakob Brown and Zackery Ward. 

Introduction – Project Chesapeake

Ms. Erin McPherson and Mr. Patrick Mattix introduced themselves to the Board. Mr. Mattix stated the purpose of their appearance was to provide an overview of the services offered at Project Chesapeake, which includes counseling for behavioral and mental health patients as well as substance abuse patients. 

Ms. McPherson stated Project Chesapeake provides services to anyone who needs help, including anger management and domestic abuse counseling. She stated if Project Chesapeake is unable to provide services, staff will assist patients in finding another facility.

Mayor Alt questioned the number of patients served during a week. Ms. McPherson stated Project Chesapeake currently serves approximately 160 clients who are seen on various schedules. 

Commissioner Broomell questioned how patients are referred to Project Chesapeake. Ms. McPherson stated patients are referred by the court system.

Commissioner Broomell questioned how Project Chesapeake was paid for services. Ms. McPherson stated they accepted insurance and out of pocket payments. 


Mr. Mattix stated the Physical Rehabilitation Program (PRP) provided the opportunity to work with a therapist on the patient’s treatment goals. He stated the goal of PRP is to integrate clients into the community by encouraging the reduction of reliance on drugs and teaching coping skills. 


Mr. Mattix expressed his desire to address any concerns and to reduce the stigma associated with mental health and drug abuse counseling. 


Mayor Alt stated he appreciated the efforts of Project Chesapeake to assist those struggling with addiction. He stated he has not heard any complaints about the facility per se however he has heard concerns regarding groups of clients who gather in front of the building, adding that smokers are leaving their cigarette butts on the pavement. 

Ms. McPherson stated clients are reminded to enter the front of the building and go to the rear if they wish to stand outside. She stated the discarding of cigarette butts had also been addressed. 

Commissioner Jablonski questioned if Project Chesapeake accepted out of state clients. Ms. McPherson answered in the affirmative.


Town Administrator’s Report

Ordinance 7-2017 Major Facility Fee Waiver – Presented for Introduction

Mr. George presented Ordinance 7-2017 Major Facility Fee Waiver for introduction. He stated Ordinance 7-2017 provided for changes to the Town Code by allowing for a waiver of Major Facilities Fees.

Mayor Alt, referring to the Board’s previous discussions regarding Major Facilities Fees, stated the original intent of the waiver was to spur development of vacant residential lots.


ACTION:
Ordinance 7-2017 Major Facility Fee Waiver was approved for introduction on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present.

Purchase of Property from Cecil County – 201 Booth Street – 2.38 acres - $71,260.23

Mr. George presented a purchase agreement between the Town and Cecil County Government concerning a 2.38 acre parcel located at 201 Booth Street. He stated the Town’s intent for purchasing the parcel is to build a Community Center. He stated the purchase price equates to the fees the Town collected for the Gilpin Manor Elementary School project.

He stated the Town’s Attorney reviewed the agreement and found no issues and asked the Board to tentatively accept the sales agreement as written. 


Mayor Alt stated the Community Center has been many years in the planning and is now moving forward.

ACTION:
The request to accept the sales agreement between the Town and Cecil County Government for a 2.38 acre parcel located at 201 Booth Street was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Piner. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jablonski and approved by all present. 


Mayor Alt’s Report

Mayor Alt commended the Department of Public Works (DPW) for receiving a Recycling Award from Cecil County Government. 


Mayor Alt, referring to the Board’s previous discussions regarding trash collection on Main Street, requested a notice to all property owners to remind tenants to place trash for collection on Monday evening or Tuesday morning. He reiterated his desire to establish a centralized location for dumpster placement. 

Referring to the August 9, 2017 workshop at which the Town’s waste contractor was scheduled to appear, Mayor Alt stated he will request clarification of which items are suitable for collection and which are not. 

  
Mayor Alt stated he received a query from a resident regarding placement of household waste in the dumpster located at DPW. He asked Mr. Handley to look into the issue.


Mayor Alt stated he asked Mr. George and Mr. Handley to investigate the feasibility of the Town providing waste removal.

Mayor Alt announced the Maryland Municipal League Cecil Harford Chapter dinner is being hosted by the Town of North East on Thursday, July 20, 2017.

Commissioner Piner’s Report 

Commissioner Piner requested removal of hand-made signs placed on utility and traffic poles. 


Commissioner Piner stated that the Parks and Recreation Summer Basketball Program is winding down.

Commissioner Jablonski’s Report

Commissioner Jablonski, referring to the Board’s previous discussions regarding acceptance of credit cards and online payments in the Finance Department, requested an update on the process. Mr. Repole stated he is scheduled to meet with representatives of Columbia Bank next week to discuss the issue.


Public Comment

Mr. Jack Butler expressed support for the Town providing trash removal. 

Mr. Dwight Hair expressed appreciation for the efforts of Project Chesapeake’s staff in discouraging clients from standing at the front of the building. 

Mr. Hair stated services such as trash and yard waste removal were expensive, and suggested that outsourcing these services would save money.


 Mr. Hair expressed support for the purchase of the Booth Street property and the planned Community Center.

Mr. Richard Lemen echoed Mr. Hair’s comments regarding costs associated with trash and yard waste removal.

Mr. Alex Meitzler, representing Traffic Planning and Design, Inc., introduced himself to the Board. He stated the purpose of his appearance was to advise the Board that he recently located his office on Main Street. He stated Traffic Planning and Design, Inc. provided traffic counts for public and private clients and expressed his desire to work with the Town in the future. 

Hearing no additional business to come before the Board, Mayor Alt adjourned the meeting at 7:49 p.m.
L. Michelle Henson

Administration Office Secretary

A VIDEO RECORDING OF THIS MEETING RETAINED AT THE ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

Note: The minutes of regularly scheduled public meetings conducted by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton, following their approval, are posted at www.elkton.org. The minutes, in hard copy format, are retained indefinitely by the Town of Elkton, Administration Office, 100 Railroad Avenue, Elkton, Maryland 21921.
4

