Mayor & Commissioners Meeting Minutes

July 17, 2019


The Mayor and Commissioners

of the Town of Elkton

July 17, 2019

The Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton (the “Board”) held their second scheduled meeting in July on this date at 7:00 p.m. The following persons were present: Mayor Robert J. Alt; Commissioners Jean A. Broomell, Charles H. Givens, Sr., Robert M. Massimiano and Earl M. Piner, Sr.; Director of Planning Jeanne D. Minner; Director of Public Works J. Daniel Handley, P.E.; Chief of Police Matthew J. Donnelly; Senior Administrative Specialist L. Michelle Henson; and Town Attorney John P. Downs, Esquire. Town Administrator Lewis H. George, Jr. and Finance Director Steven H. Repole were excused from the meeting.

Mayor Alt called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.


ACTION:
The minutes of the July 3, 2019 meeting were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Piner. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present with no corrections or amendments.


ACTION:
The financial report and the bills submitted for payment were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Massimiano. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens and approved by all present. 


Budget Amendment 2019-11

Mayor Alt presented Budget Amendment 2019-11 to amend the original budget by $172,000 for increased contracted services and landfill fees for waste removal.

ACTION:
Budget Amendment 2019-11 was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Massimiano. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present. 


Budget Amendment 2019-12

Mayor Alt presented Budget Amendment 2019-12 to amend the original budget by the over expended account funded by Highway User Revenue ($103,076).

ACTION:
Budget Amendment 2019-12 was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present.


Public Hearing

Request by Jason L. Allison, Esquire, representing Cecil County Government, to rezone 
property located at 205 Booth Street (Corner of Booth and Bethel Streets), Tax Map 
0311, Parcel 1841 consisting of .43 acres, from R-3 Urban Residential, to C-1 Central 
Business District

Mayor Alt declared the Public Hearing open at 7:05 p.m.

Messrs. Jason Allison, Esquire, Cecil County Government Attorney, and Eric Sennstrom, Director, Cecil County Land Use and Development, introduced themselves to the Board. 


Mr. Allison stated the purpose of his appearance is to request the rezoning of a County owned property identified as Tax Map 0311, Parcel 1841, addressed as 205 Booth Street. He stated the property, which is currently zoned R-3 residential, has been used as a garage / warehouse for approximately 50 years, adding that the use and location are suitable for the Town's C-1 Zone. He asked the Board to approve the change in zoning, stating the property was zoned incorrectly. 


Ms. Minner stated the Town's Planning Commission heard the request on July 15th and recommended approval of the rezoning request. She presented a finding of facts statement regarding the request, a copy of which was read and placed in the record of the minutes.

Commissioner Broomell questioned if any adjacent properties are zoned C-1. Ms. Minner answered in the affirmative.

Mayor Alt queried the Board and audience for comments regarding the rezoning request. Hearing no comments, Mayor Alt declared the Public Hearing closed at 7:15 p.m.


ACTION:
Request by Jason L. Allison, Esquire, representing Cecil County Government, to rezone property located at 205 Booth Street (Corner of Booth and Bethel Streets), Tax Map 0311, Parcel 1841 consisting of .43 acres, from R-3 Urban Residential, to C-1 Central Business District was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Piner. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Massimiano and approved by all present.


Public Hearing

Public Hearing Ordinance 4-2019 Medical Offices in Town Zone - Presented for 
Introduction 


Mayor Alt declared the Public Hearing open at 7:15 p.m.

Ms. Minner presented Ordinance 4-2019 for the purpose of amending the Elkton Zoning Ordinance, Article X., Permissible Uses, Section 3.130. Permissible Uses Table; and Article XII., Supplementary Use Regulations, to regulate primary offices of physicians. She stated Ordinance 4-2019 provides for the relocation of an existing physician practice in the Town Center Zone. Ms. Minner read and placed a copy of Ordinance 4-2019 into the record of the minutes. 


Ms. Minner stated the Town's Planning Commission recommended approval of Ordinance 4-2019 at their July 15th meeting. She presented a finding of facts statement regarding Ordinance 4-2019, a copy of which was read and placed in the record of the minutes.

Mayor Alt queried the Board and audience for comments regarding Ordinance 4-2019.


Mr. Bob Jones, Esquire, representing Delaware Cardiovascular Associates, introduced himself to the Board. Accompanying Mr. Jones were Mr. Tim Dewson, owner of Elk Towne Center, and Dr. Mark Zweben, Delaware Cardiovascular Associates. 

Mr. Jones stated the anticipated merger of Union Hospital with Christiana Care acknowledges the need to support the medical community in Cecil County. 


Commissioner Massimiano questioned if changes will occur if the practice moves from its current location. Dr. Zweben stated the current practice will remain the same, adding that Ordinance 4-2019 provides his practice the ability to relocate to a larger space.

Mr. Richard Lemen questioned the size of the Town Center Zone. Ms. Minner stated the Town Center Zone includes the area from Howard Street to the Amtrak rail line and from South Street to Bridge Street.

Mr. Dwight Hair expressed support for Ordinance 4-2019.

Hearing no additional comments, Mayor Alt declared the Public Hearing closed at 7:29 p.m.

ACTION:
Ordinance 4-2019 was approved for introduction on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present. 

Town Administrator's Report

Road Restoration Project 2019-002 Bid Opening


Mayor Alt asked Ms. Henson to open and read the bids received for the Road Restoration Project 2019-002. 


Ms. Henson stated the Town received 3 bids for the Road Restoration Project 2019-002. The bids were opened and read into the record of the minutes. The bid results are as follows:

	Name
	Address 
	Bid Price

	Dix Hollow Contracting, Incorporated


	110 West Pulaski Highway

Elkton, Maryland 21921
	$ 609,751.62

	ECM Corporation
	12317 Riverview Road

Fort Washington, Maryland 20744

	$ 693,527.00

	Meadows Construction, Incorporated


	266 Little New York Road

Rising Sun, Maryland 21911
	$ 611,984.50



Mayor Alt questioned if the bids were within the Town's Engineer's projected costs for the project. Mr. Handley answered in the affirmative.

Mayor Alt requested a motion to tentatively accept the bid from the apparent low bidder, Dix Hollow Contracting, Inc., contingent upon Engineer review of all bids received.


ACTION:
The request to accept the bid from Dix Hollow Contracting, Inc., contingent upon Engineer review of all bids received, was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present. 


Commissioner Broomell's Report

Commissioner Broomell congratulated Commissioner Massimiano for his election as President of the Alliance of Professional Tattooists, which is a national organization.


Commissioner Broomell, referring to Commissioner Jablonski's previous business activity updates to the Board, asked that Ms. Jessica Price, Elkton Alliance Executive Director, be invited to provide similar updates.

Commissioner Broomell questioned the status of the sale of property located at 324 Hollingsworth Street. Mr. Downs stated a sales contract for the property is pending.

Commissioner Givens' Report

Commissioner Givens agreed with Commissioner Broomell's request for business activity updates from the Elkton Alliance. 


Commissioner Givens stated the Independence Day fireworks event went well and commended Commissioner Massimiano's suggestion of utilizing the Howard Street Municipal Parking Lot for viewing the aerials. Chief Donnelly interjected that there was a greater number of spectators at Meadow Park than last year.


Mayor Alt stated he viewed the fireworks from the Howard Street lot. He commended the Town's vendor on a great job.

Commissioner Piner's Report

Commissioner Piner stated the recent Basketball Camp program went well. 


Commissioner Piner stated he and Commissioner Givens attended the commemoration of the 90th birthday of the late Pastor Huey Harris, Sr. on July 7th. He stated the drive leading to the Abundant Life Worship Center was renamed and dedicated Bishop Huey Harris, Sr. Lane.

Commissioner Massimiano's Report

Commissioner Massimiano stated the use of the Howard Street Municipal Lot for viewing of the Independence Day fireworks was a success, adding that it helped lessen the number of people in Meadow Park. He expressed his desire to use the municipal lot again next year and include entertainment. 


Commissioner Massimiano stated the Town holds a membership in the Cecil County Chamber of Commerce via the Elkton Alliance. He asked the Board to consider a full membership in the organization. Mayor Alt stated the Board will vote on the matter at the August 7, 2019 meeting.


Public Comment

Mr. Dave Fordyce requested additional patrols and enforcement regarding drugs and public consumption of alcohol.

Mr. Fordyce requested Code Enforcement of an abandoned property located near his home.

Mr. Richard Lemen expressed concerns regarding loitering and criminal activity. Commissioner Massimiano stated he travels to New Mexico yearly, where he talks to artists from around the United States. He stated he learned that Elkton has the same issues and challenges as towns and cities across the country. 


Commissioner Broomell questioned the status of the property to which Mr. Fordyce referred. Mr. Fordyce stated the property has been uninhabited for several years. 

Motion for a Closed Meeting


ACTION:
Pursuant to State Government Statutory Authority to Close Session, General Provisions Article, §3-305(b) (4) To consider a matter that concerns the proposal for a business or industrial organization to locate, expand, or remain in the State; Commissioner Givens made a motion for a Closed Meeting. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present. 


Hearing no additional business to come before the Board, Mayor Alt adjourned the meeting at 7:45 p.m.

L. Michelle Henson

Sr. Administrative Specialist

A VIDEO RECORDING OF THIS MEETING RETAINED AT THE ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

Note: The minutes of regularly scheduled public meetings conducted by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton, following their approval, are posted at www.elkton.org. The minutes, in hard copy format, are retained indefinitely by the Town of Elkton, Administration Office, 100 Railroad Avenue, Elkton, Maryland 21921.
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