Mayor & Commissioners Meeting Minutes

July 12, 2017


The Mayor and Commissioners

of the Town of Elkton
July 12, 2017
The Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton (the “Board”) held their first scheduled meeting in July on this date at 7:00 p.m.  The following persons were present:  Mayor Robert J. Alt; Commissioners Jean A. Broomell; Charles H. Givens, Sr.; Mary Jo Jablonski and Earl M. Piner, Sr.; Town Administrator Lewis H. George, Jr.; Director of Finance Steven H. Repole; Chief of Police Matthew J. Donnelly; Director of Public Works J. Daniel Handley, P.E.; Administration Office Secretary L. Michelle Henson and Town Attorney John P. Downs, Esquire. 

Mayor Alt called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led all those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.


ACTION:
The minutes of the June 21, 2017 meeting were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present with no corrections or amendments.


ACTION:
The financial report and the bills submitted for payment were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present.


Town Administrator’s Report

Ordinance 7-2017 Major Facility Fee Waiver – Presented for Introduction

Mayor Alt, referring to the Board’s previous discussions regarding Major Facilities Fees that led to drafting of Ordinance 7-2017, stated the ordinance in its current form waives Major Facilities Fees for unimproved lots. He queried the Board for comments regarding inclusion of existing residences undergoing bathroom additions.

Mayor Alt expressed his desire to relax fees for all construction activities involving Major Facilities Fees for a period of 2 years.

Commissioner Givens questioned if Mayor Alt wanted fees waived for residential and commercial projects. Mayor Alt answered in the affirmative.

Commissioners Piner and Jablonski expressed support for relaxation of fees associated with all construction activities involving Major Facilities Fees for a period of 2 years.


Commissioner Piner questioned if the Major Facilities Fees waiver would apply to properties that were within Town limits but were not connected to water and/or sewer service. Mr. George answered in the affirmative.

Mayor Alt stated the purpose of the waiver is to stimulate growth in Elkton.

Mr. George stated he would amend Ordinance 7-2017 Major Facility Fee Waiver and present it for introduction at the July 19, 2017 meeting.


Mayor Alt’s Report

Mayor Alt stated he was unable to attend the July 13, 2017 Wilmington Area Planning Council meeting, and requested that one of the Board members attend in his place.

Mayor Alt announced the Maryland Municipal League Cecil Harford Chapter Dinner meeting is scheduled for July 20, 2017, and is being hosted by the Town of North East.


Mayor Alt displayed a “Thank You” card that the Board received regarding the recent completion of sidewalk on the south side of White Hall Road in the vicinity of the Villas of White Hall. 

Mayor Alt, referring to the Town’s 2016 “Can’t Stop the Feeling” video, announced a new video filming event on Sunday, July 16, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. He invited all in attendance to participate in the event. Commissioner Jablonski asked everyone in attendance to share the information via social media.


Presentation – Certificate of Appreciation – Ms. Laura Handley

Mayor Alt and the Commissioners presented a Certificate of Appreciation to Ms. Laura Handley for her assistance with holiday and parade decorations.


Commissioner Jablonski expressed appreciation to Ms. Handley for being available when needed.


Commissioner Givens’ Report

Commissioner Givens questioned the status of the sidewalk project at Howard Street. Mr. Handley stated the job should be completed by July 14, 2017.


Commissioner Givens commended the Elkton Police Department (EPD) for successful investigation of recent shed burglaries in Town.


Commissioner Piner’s Report

Commissioner Piner stated the Department of Parks and Recreation Basketball and Summer Camp Programs were going well with many participants.


Commissioner Piner commended the Departments of Parks and Recreation, Public Works and EPD for a successful July 4th Fireworks event.


Chief Donnelly estimated 2,000 spectators were in Meadow Park for the event.


Commissioner Jablonski’s Report

Commissioner Jablonski announced the Downtown Dog Day event is rescheduled to Thursday, August 10, 2017. 


Commissioner Jablonski announced that Music on Main is rescheduled to Thursday July 20, 2017.


Commissioner Jablonski announced the recent openings of Cohen Furniture at Route 40 and Melbourne Boulevard, and the Los Parientes Restaurant in the Elkton Crossing Shopping Center on Route 40. 

Commissioner Jablonski stated the new Brookbend Interiors on Main Street is scheduled to open during the last week of July.

Commissioner Jablonski commended the Departments of Parks and Recreation, Public Works and EPD for a successful July 4th Fireworks event.


Public Comment

Dr. Babak Salahbin introduced himself to the Board. He stated he opened his dental practice in Elkton about a month ago and planned to provide many dental programs for area children. He asked for assistance with contacting Cecil County Public Schools to initiate the program. Commissioner Givens stated he would assist. 

Dr. Salahbin expressed concerns regarding a recent visit from a Town Building Inspector and asked the Board for a formal list of outstanding issues associated with the building in which his practice is located, as well as additional time to make corrections. 


Mr. George stated the Town will work with Dr. Salahbin regarding the inspection.


Commissioner Jablonski stated she would assist Dr. Salahbin with his official grand opening. 

Mr. Ed Ginder, referring to the Board’s discussions pertaining to Ordinance 7-2017, expressed concerns that the waiver of Major Facilities Fees would result in an influx of construction of in-law suites. Mayor Alt stated any such construction would be reviewed by the Board of Zoning Appeals.

Mr. Ronald Wardrop requested enforcement of out of state tags.

Mr. James Crouse encouraged creation of affordable housing for first time home buyers. 

Ms. Sarah Guns commended the Parks and Recreation t-ball program for 3-year olds. She stated she is a volunteer coach and her child is enrolled in the program.  

Ms. Guns thanked DPW for the use of dumpsters during cleanup activities in her neighborhood. 


Ms. Guns, referring to a recent public notice to residents of Elkton Heights requesting upkeep of properties, requested a similar notice for her neighborhood.
Hearing no additional business to come before the Board, Mayor Alt adjourned the meeting at 7:54 p.m.

L. Michelle Henson

Administration Office Secretary

A VIDEO RECORDING OF THIS MEETING RETAINED AT THE ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

Note: The minutes of regularly scheduled public meetings conducted by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton, following their approval, are posted at www.elkton.org. The minutes, in hard copy format, are retained indefinitely by the Town of Elkton, Administration Office, 100 Railroad Avenue, Elkton, Maryland 21921.
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