Mayor & Commissioners Meeting Minutes

June 20, 1018


  The Mayor and Commissioners

of the Town of Elkton
June 20, 2018
The Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton (the “Board”) held their second regularly scheduled meeting in June on this date at 7:00 p.m.  The following persons were present:  Mayor Robert J. Alt; Commissioners Jean A. Broomell; Charles H. Givens, Sr.; Mary Jo Jablonski and Earl M. Piner, Sr.; Town Administrator Lewis H. George, Jr.; Director of Finance Steven H. Repole; Planning Director Jeanne D. Minner; Director of Public Works J. Daniel Handley, P.E.; Administration Office Secretary L. Michelle Henson; and Town Attorney John P. Downs, Esquire. 
Mayor Alt called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led all those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.


ACTION:
The minutes of the June 6, 2018 meeting were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Broomell.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jablonski and approved by all present with no corrections or amendments.


ACTION:
The financial report and the bills submitted for payment were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Piner.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens and approved by all present.


2018 Mayor & Commissioners Scholarship Award Presentation

Mayor Alt and the Board of Commissioners presented the 2018 Mayor & Commissioners Scholarships to Elkton High School Graduates Miss Zakera Banks ($500) and Mr. Jeff Day ($500).  

Commissioner Givens stated Miss Banks served as the Senior Class President, and graduated from the Cecil County School of Technology Certified Nursing Assistant Program. He said she was a member of the Track & Field and Cross Country Teams, adding that she will enter the Nursing Program at Salisbury State College.


Commissioner Givens stated Mr. Day was a member of the Varsity Football team and Captain of the Lacrosse team. He stated Mr. Day will attend Frostburg State University and plans to enroll in either Wildlife Management or Physical Education.


KCI Technologies, Inc.

Warner Road Pump Station – Sewer Capacity Analysis

Ms. Lijie Li, Ph.D., P.E., and Mr. Ryan Flickinger, P.E., representing KCI Technologies (KCI), introduced themselves to the Board. Mr. Flickinger stated the purpose of their appearance is to summarize the previously submitted sewer capacity analysis of the Town’s northeast region. A copy of the report was reviewed and placed in the record of the minutes.

Mr. Flickinger stated KCI analyzed the Warner Road, Meadows, and Patriots Glen drainage areas to determine what upgrades are needed to the existing infrastructure in order to accommodate planned development. He stated the summary includes cost estimates regarding the recommended upgrades.

Ms. Li stated KCI collected data for each drainage area in order to determine how the system handles current and existing flow. She stated while current flow is not an issue, future flows could result in bottlenecks in areas where force mains meet smaller pipes. She recommended the installation of data loggers at each pump station for the near term and an increase of the force main diameter from 10 inches to 14 inches.

Mr. Flickinger stated the cost for the upgrade is approximately $1.2 million. He stated impact fees could offset the anticipated costs.

Mayor Alt thanks Ms. Li and Mr. Flickinger for their presentation. He questioned if data loggers should be utilized initially. Mr. Flickinger answered in the affirmative. 

Mayor Alt queried the audience for questions or comments regarding the presentation. 

Mr. Gary Bolis questioned how many new equivalent dwelling units (edu) would be permitted into the system before upgrades to the force main would be required. Ms. Li stated the answer would be determined upon the information from the data loggers.


Mr. Vincent Glaviano questioned the age of the force main infrastructure. Mr. George stated the infrastructure was placed in the 1980’s. Mr. Flickinger stated the biggest debate is often not about the age or type of infrastructure, but rather the capacity of the pipe.

Town Administrator’s Report

Ordinance 9-2018 Amending the Code of the Town of Elkton, Title 5, Chapter 5.08, 
Peddling & Soliciting, establishing specific fines for violations of this Chapter; adding 
restrictions on peddlers during special events; and increasing permit fees – Presented for 
Adoption

Mr. George presented Ordinance 9-2018 for adoption. He stated the purpose of Ordinance 9-2018 is to clarify certain language, restrict peddling during special events, increase permit fees, and establish specific fines for violations of Chapter 5.08. A copy of Ordinance 9-2018 was placed in the record of the minutes.

ACTION:
Ordinance 9-2018, Amending the Code of the Town of Elkton, Title 5, Chapter 5.08, 
Peddling & Soliciting, establishing specific fines for violations of the Chapter; adding 
restrictions on peddlers during special events and increasing permit fees was adopted on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens and approved by all present.


Mayor Alt’s Report

Mayor Alt announced that the Mayor & Commissioners meeting schedule was amended for the month of July. He stated the July 4th meeting and the July 11th workshop are canceled, adding that the Board will meet on July 11th at 7:00 p.m. and on July 18th at 7:00 p.m.


Mayor Alt stated the Board attended the 2018 Maryland Municipal League Annual Conference in Ocean City. He stated the conference offered educational and networking opportunities. He thanked the Elkton Alliance for sharing information about Elkton’s Municipal Main Street Program.

Mayor Alt, referring to the Board’s previous discussions regarding water meter replacement throughout town, stated Department of Public Works (DPW) staff is doing an excellent job.  

Mayor Alt expressed interest in solar trash compactors, stating his desire to place a small container on Main Street on a pilot program basis for use by the residents of that area. He stated if successful, the devices could replace trash cans in neighborhoods where it is not feasible for residents to store individual receptacles after collection.


Mayor Alt, referring to the Town’s parking meters, stated the meters are old and that replacement parts are becoming scarce. He asked the Board to consider utilizing a kiosk or other system for metered parking spaces.


Mayor Alt asked Mr. George to investigate the feasibility of leasing the second floor space of the Town owned building at 101 East Main Street.

Mayor Alt, referring to the removal of overgrown hedges at 137 West Main Street, asked Mr. Handley to remove the hedges along the adjacent driveway.


Commissioner Piner reiterated Mayor Alt’s request.

Mayor Alt commended Mr. Repole’s efforts in obtaining higher interest earnings on the Town’s investments. Mayor Alt asked the Board to consider utilizing additional banks in Elkton. Commissioner Givens agreed to utilize additional banks in Elkton. 


Commissioner Piner’s Report

Commissioner Piner requested repainting of the marked parking spots in the downtown area.

Commissioner Jablonski’s Report

Commissioner Jablonski requested placement of signage at Meadow Park regarding the Town’s upcoming Independence Day celebration.

Mayor Alt, referring to the Town’s annual Independence Day fireworks event, stated that in years past, spectators lined the grassy bank on the east side of Meadow Park to watch the show. He noted that the State Fire Marshal no longer permits spectators in that area and requested that a notice be posted on the Town’s website. 

Public Comment

Mr. Brandon Hollenbaugh, owner of Premier Auto, stated the purpose of his appearance is to discuss the annual Grand Prix race.

Mr. Hollenbaugh stated the speed humps on Howard Street present an issue to the cars during the race and asked the Board to consider removal or modification of the existing speed humps. 

Mayor Alt asked Mr. George to look into the feasibility of Mr. Hollenbaugh’s request. 

Mr. Vicent Glaviano, referring to the Town’s meter replacement program, questioned if the radio frequency associated with the new water meters poses health issues for those with medical devices such as pace makers. Mayor Alt requested staff to obtain information regarding Mr. Glaviano’s request. 
Hearing no additional business to come before the Board, Mayor Alt adjourned the meeting at 7:58 p.m.

L. Michelle Henson

Administration Office Secretary

A VIDEO RECORDING OF THIS MEETING RETAINED AT THE ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

Note: The minutes of regularly scheduled public meetings conducted by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton, following their approval, are posted at www.elkton.org. The minutes, in hard copy format, are retained indefinitely by the Town of Elkton, Administration Office, 100 Railroad Avenue, Elkton, Maryland 21921.
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