Mayor & Commissioners Meeting Minutes

May 2, 2018


The Mayor and Commissioners

of the Town of Elkton
May 2, 2018
The Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton (the “Board”) held their first scheduled meeting in May on this date at 7:00 p.m.  The following persons were present: Mayor Robert J. Alt; Commissioners Jean A. Broomell; Charles H. Givens, Sr.; Mary Jo Jablonski and Earl M. Piner, Sr.; Town Administrator Lewis H. George, Jr.; Finance Director Steven H. Repole; Elkton Police Chief Matthew J. Donnelly; Director of Public Works J. Daniel Handley, P.E.; Administration Office Secretary L. Michelle Henson; and Town Attorney John P. Downs, Esquire. 

Mayor Alt announced that the Holly Hall Elementary School Destination Imagination Team won 1st place in the State Competition and is travelling to the Global Finals Competition in Tennessee. He added that the meeting is starting about 10 minutes late in order for the team to perform their award-winning play for the Board.
Mayor Alt called the meeting to order at 7:12 p.m. and led all those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.


ACTION:
The minutes of the April 18, 2018 meeting were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jablonski and approved by all present with no corrections or amendments.

ACTION:
The financial report and the bills submitted for payment were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present. 

Town Administrator’s Report 

Proclamation P10-2018 Kids to Parks Day

Mr. George presented Proclamation P10-2018 Kids to Parks Day for approval. A copy of Proclamation P10-2018 was read and placed in the record of the minutes.


ACTION:
Proclamation P10-2018 Kids to Parks Day was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Piner. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jablonski and approved by all present.


Proclamation P11-2018 National Police Week

Mr. George presented Proclamation P11-2018 National Police Week for approval. A copy of Proclamation P11-2018 was read and placed in the record of the minutes.


ACTION:
Proclamation P11-2018 National Police Week was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens and approved by all present.


Mayor Alt thanked Chief Donnelly and the staff of the Elkton Police Department for their service.


Project 2018-001 Road Restoration Bid Opening

Mr. George stated the Town received 4 bids for Road Restoration Project 2018-001. The bids were opened and read into the record of the minutes. The bid results are as follows:
	Name


	Address 
	Bid Price

	Dix Hollow Contracting, Inc.


	110 West Pulaski Highway

Elkton, Maryland 21921
	449,932.09

	Eastern States Construction 
Service, Inc.


	702 First State Boulevard

Wilmington, Delaware 19804
	594,691.00

	Meadow’s Construction, Inc.
	266 Little New York Road

Rising Sun, Maryland 21911
	377,429.25

	Sam’s Construction, LLC
	P.O. Box 9827

Wilmington, Delaware 19809
	327,805.00



Mayor Alt questioned the budgeted amount for Road Restoration Project 2018-001. Mr. Handley stated the budget for Project 2018-001 is $415,000.


Mr. George recommended that the Board accept the bid from Sam’s Construction, LLC, contingent upon review by Duffield Associates, the project engineer. 


Mr. George noted that Project 2018-001 included the installation of a speed hump on Maryland Avenue. Noting the Town’s Speed Hump Installation Policy, he asked the Board for approval of the installation. Commissioner Broomell requested that the Board schedule discussion of the Maryland Avenue speed hump at the May 9, 2018 workshop.


ACTION:
The request to accept the bid from Sam’s Construction, LLC regarding Road Restoration Project 2018-001 was approved contingent upon review by Duffield Associates, the project engineer, on a motion made by Commissioner Broomell. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present.


Ordinance 4-2018 Police Pension Plan

Amending the Code of the Town of Elkton, Title 2, Chapter 2028, Section 2.28.320 – 
Optional Forms of Benefit, specifically amending a reference included under this Section. 
Presented for Adoption.

Mr. George presented Ordinance 4-2018 Police Pension Plan for adoption. He stated the purpose of Ordinance 4-2018 was to correct a reference to a paragraph, and made no other changes to the Code. A copy of Ordinance 4-2018 was placed in the record of the minutes.


ACTION:
Ordinance 4-2018 Police Pension Plan, amending the Code of the Town of Elkton, Title 2, Chapter 2028, Section 2.28.320 – 
Optional Forms of Benefit, specifically amending a reference included under this Section, was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Piner. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens and approved by all present. 

Ordinance 5-2018 Water Service System

Amending the Code of the Town of Elkton, Title 13, Chapter 13.04, Section 13.04.050 – 
Delinquent Water Renters, specifically eliminating the fee set forth under 13.04.050 (B) 
and specifying that the fee be established by a Resolution of the Mayor and 
Commissioners. Presented for Adoption.


Mr. George presented Ordinance 5-2018 Water Service System for adoption. He stated the purpose of Ordinance 5-2018 was to provide for the determination of fees associated with delinquent water and sewer accounts via Resolution by the Mayor and Commissioners.

ACTION: 
Ordinance 5-2018 Water Service System, amending the Code of the Town of Elkton, Title 13, Chapter 13.04, Section 13.04.050 – Delinquent Water Renters, specifically eliminating the fee set forth under 13.04.050 (B) and specifying that the fee be established by a Resolution of the Mayor and 
Commissioners, was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Broomell. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens and approved by all present. 


Elkton Alliance Request for Waiver of Alcohol Prohibition – May 4, 2018 Event

Mr. George presented a request from the Elkton Alliance for a Waiver of Alcohol Prohibition for the “May the Fourth” Event on May 4, 2018. 

ACTION:
The request of the Elkton Alliance for a Waiver of Alcohol Prohibition for the “May the Fourth” Event on May 4, 2018 was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present, with the exception of Commissioner Jablonski, who abstained from the vote.


Mayor Alt’s Report

Appointment – Historic District Commission

Mayor Alt requested the Board’s approval of the appointment of Ms. Nancy Yerkes to fill a vacancy on the Historic District Commission for a term which expires August 31, 2019.

ACTION:
The request to appoint Ms. Nancy Yerkes to fill a vacancy on the Historic District Commission for a term which expires August 31, 2019 was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jablonski and approved by all present.

Mayor Alt stated that the Elkton Alliance requested Waivers of Alcohol Prohibition for the Downtown Car Shows that are scheduled for 2018. Noting that a Waiver of Alcohol Prohibition did not override the laws governing the actions of a Liquor License holder, Mayor Alt queried the Board for a consensus regarding support of Waivers of Alcohol Prohibition for Downtown Car Shows. It was the consensus of the Board to support Waivers of Alcohol Prohibition for Downtown Car Shows. Mayor Alt requested that the Elkton Alliance Request for Waivers of Alcohol Prohibition be scheduled for the May 16, 2018 meeting.

Chief Donnelly stated that an area for alcohol consumption had been delineated during the St. Patrick’s Day Event and requested that the same be done for alcohol consumption during car shows. Mayor Alt concurred with Chief Donnelly and requested that Main Street from 117-119 West Main to Courthouse Lane, and North Street from 117-118 North Street to Main Street, be delineated as the area in which alcohol may be consumed during Downtown Car Show events.

Mayor Alt stated the Board adopted Ordinance 7-2017 on August 2, 2017 for the purpose of waiving Major Facility Fees for the purpose of encouraging development of approved lots that had not yet been built upon. 


Mayor Alt stated the Town has received queries regarding the waiver from property owners of homes within Town limits that are still on well and septic. Noting that these property owners pay Town taxes, Mayor Alt requested that Ordinance 7-2017 be amended to include a waiver of front foot assessment fees for owners of existing properties within Town limits who wish to tie into the Town’s water and sewer infrastructure. It was the consensus of the Board to initiate the amendment of Ordinance 7-2017 to include a waiver of front foot assessment fees for owners of existing properties within Town limits who wish to tie into the Town’s water and sewer infrastructure. 


Mayor Alt, referring to the Town’s ongoing water meter replacement project, queried Mr. Handley for an update. Mr. Handley stated staff from the Department of Public Works (DPW) had replaced approximately 94% of the water meters in Delancy Village and approximately 70% of the meters in Turnquist. He stated Thompson Estates is the next neighborhood slated for water meter replacement. Mr. Handley stated the project should be complete in approximately 24 months. 

Mayor Alt requested storm drain maintenance in the Hollingsworth Manor and Friendship Heights neighborhoods. Mr. Handley stated storm drain maintenance will begin in summer. 

Mayor Alt, referring to a recent Landlord meeting, stated the Landlords requested improved street lighting in the Hollingsworth Manor neighborhood.

Mayor Alt announced that the Board will receive the draft Fiscal Year 2019 budget for review prior to discussion at the May 9, 2018 workshop.


Commissioner Broomell’s Report

Commissioner Broomell thanked staff from the Department of Public Works for addressing a storm drain issue at East Village Road. 


Commissioner Broomell stated she has been approached by several residents of the Thomson Estates neighborhood who are interested in annexation. 

Referring to the May 8, 2018 Municipal Election, Commissioner Broomell thanked the Board for appointing her to her seat in 2016 and expressed her desire to continue in her role.


Commissioner Givens’ Report

Commissioner Givens questioned the status of lighting at the Muddy Lane roundabout. Mr. George stated he was advised by the State Highway Administration that a date of completion was not available.


Commissioner Piner’s Report

Commissioner Piner stated he continues to hear positive comments about the Elkton Police Department and Public Works.


Commissioner Jablonski’s Report

Commissioner Jablonski stated she met with representatives of the Salvation Army, who plan to open a thrift store in Elkton.

Commissioner Jablonski announced that May is Tourism Month in Cecil County.

Commissioner Jablonski announced the annual “Paint the Town Purple” event on May 11, 2018 to raise funds for the American Cancer Society.

Commissioner Jablonski stated she and Commissioner Piner were recently discussing lighting upgrades for the Little League field. She stated she garnered support from American Energy to assist with lighting upgrades.


Commissioner Jablonski, referring to the upcoming Municipal Election, stated it is an honor to be part of the Town Board, and expressed her desire to continue to move forward.

Public Comment

Ms. Margie Blystone provided an update of Downtown events and activities.


Mr. Skip DeWitt and Ms. Wendy DeWitt requested installation of speed humps in the 100-block of Friendship Road near Mitchell Street.


Mr. George stated a previous survey of the 100-block of Friendship Road indicated that the majority of the residents do not support installation of speed humps.


Mayor Alt asked the Board to consider the request.

Ms. Joanne Clark thanked the Board for donating $500 to the Holly Hall Elementary School Destination Imagination Team.
Hearing no additional business to come before the Board, Mayor Alt adjourned the meeting at 7:52 p.m.

L. Michelle Henson

Administration Office Secretary

A VIDEO RECORDING OF THIS MEETING RETAINED AT THE ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

Note: The minutes of regularly scheduled public meetings conducted by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton, following their approval, are posted at www.elkton.org. The minutes, in hard copy format, are retained indefinitely by the Town of Elkton, Administration Office, 100 Railroad Avenue, Elkton, Maryland 21921.
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