Mayor & Commissioners Meeting Minutes

May 1, 2019


The Mayor and Commissioners

of the Town of Elkton

May 1, 2019
The Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton (the “Board”) held their first scheduled meeting in May on this date at 7:00 p.m.  The following persons were present: Mayor Robert J. Alt; Commissioners Jean A. Broomell, Charles H. Givens, Sr., Earl M. Piner, Sr. and Robert M. Massimiano; Town Administrator Lewis H. George, Jr.; Finance Director Steven H. Repole; Director of Public Works J. Daniel Handley, P.E.; Senior Administrative Specialist L. Michelle Henson; and Town Attorney John P. Downs, Esquire. 


Mayor Alt called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

ACTION: The minutes of the April 17, 2019 meeting were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Massimiano and approved by all present with no corrections or amendments.


ACTION: The financial report and the bills submitted for payment were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Piner.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens and approved by all present.

Town Administrator’s Report

Proclamation P5-2019 Kids to Parks Day


Mr. George presented Proclamation P5-2019 Kids to Parks Day. A copy of Proclamation P5-2019 was read and placed in the record of the minutes.


ACTION:
Proclamation P5-2019 Kids to Parks Day was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Massimiano. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present.


Proclamation P6-2019 Tourism Month

Mr. George presented Proclamation P6-2019 Tourism Month. A copy of Proclamation P6-2019 was read and placed in the record of the minutes.


ACTION:
Proclamation P6-2019 Tourism Month was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Piner. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present. 


Ordinance 2-2019 Amending the Code of the Town of Elkton, Title 13, Chapter 
13.04, Section 13.04-090 – Major Facilities Charges; Front-foot Assessment Charges 
Extension of Waivers – Presented for Introduction

Mr. George presented Ordinance 2-2019 for the purpose of amending the Code of the Town of Elkton, Title 13, Chapter 13.04, Section 13.04-090 Major Facilities Charges; Front-foot Assessment charges, extension of waivers, for introduction. 

Mr. George stated Major Facilities Fees and Front-foot Assessments are currently waived through August, 2019. He stated Ordinance 2-2019 extends the waiver period to August 31, 2022.


ACTION:
Ordinance 2-2019, amending the Code of the Town of Elkton, Title 13, Chapter 13.04, Section 13.04-090 Major Facilities Charges; Front-foot Assessment charges, extension of waivers, was approved for introduction on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present.

Ordinance 1-2019 Amending the Code of the Town of Elkton Title 13, Chapter 
13.18 Stormwater Drainage Systems – Presented for Adoption

Mr. George presented Ordinance 1-2019, amending the Code of the Town of Elkton Title 13, Chapter 13.18 Stormwater Drainage Systems, for adoption. He stated the purpose of Ordinance 1-2019 is to add a new chapter to the Code of the Town of Elkton, specifically relating to the regulation of stormwater drainage in compliance with the Town of Elkton’s Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4) permit and in order to comply with the requirements of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit. 


Mayor Alt questioned if Ordinance 1-2019 has any effect on residences where sump pumps send water to the sewer system. Mr. George answered in the negative, stating the sewer system is not affected by Ordinance 1-2019, prohibits the discharge of anything but stormwater to the Town’s storm system.

ACTION:
Ordinance 1-2019, amending the Code of the Town of Elkton Title 13, Chapter 13.18 Stormwater Drainage Systems, was adopted on a motion made by Commissioner Piner. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens and approved by all present. 

Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless – Blue Ball Road Water Tower Lease 
Agreement – First Amendment

Mr. George stated the Town leases space on its water towers for placement of cellular telephone antennas. He stated Cellco Partnership requested an amendment to its current lease for space on the Blue Ball Road Water Tower. Mr. George stated he negotiated a higher return for the lease in exchange for Cellco’s request to extend the current lease to (4) additional (5) year terms.

ACTION:
The request to amend the Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless Blue Ball Road Water Tower Lease agreement was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Broomell. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Massimiano and approved by all present. 


Mayor Alt’s Report

Mayor Alt announced the Grand Opening of the JJ Pho Restaurant on May 3rd at 12:00 p.m. He stated he cannot attend as he will be out of town that day.


Mayor Alt expressed appreciation for the demolition of the buildings at the northeast corner of Route 40 and Landing Lane. 

Mayor Alt stated the Arby’s Restaurant is now open.


Mayor Alt, referring to the upcoming Fiscal Year 2020 budget, stated the Town has not recognized significant growth since 2003-2004. He stated the Town is currently looking at cost saving measures throughout all departments.

Commissioner Broomell’s Report

Commissioner Broomell, referring to the Board’s previous discussions regarding space requirements for various departments, questioned if the issue had been addressed. Mr. George stated the current budgetary climate limited plans to obtain additional space. Commissioner Broomell expressed her desire to continue the discussion on a long-term basis.

Commissioner Givens’ Report

Commissioner Givens announced the Gilpin Manor Play Day event is scheduled for May 31st. He asked the Department of Public Works to provide garbage receptacles for the event.


Commissioner Piner’s Report

Commissioner Piner announced the Parks and Recreation Dance Recital is scheduled for May 4th and 5th at Elkton High School.


Commissioner Massimiano’s Report

Commissioner Massimiano announced the grand opening of the Cecil County Brantwood Park is scheduled on May 5th at 10:00 a.m.

Public Comment

Mr. Larry Crouse, Chairman of the Elkton Chamber and Alliance, announced that the Music on Main Event has been moved from Thursday’s to the First Friday event schedule. He stated the change takes effect in June.

Mr. Crouse stated the Alliance is working to bring more people to First Friday events. He stated each month’s First Friday event now has a theme, such as “Jump Into June” sponsored by Kiddie Academy, featuring a puppet show and crafts for children. 

Mr. Crouse requested the Board’s approval to close Main Street from Bow Street to North Street for the First Friday events. He stated his understanding that North Street is a State Highway Administration (SHA) road, and a request to close that street must be made at least 90 days in advance. He stated subsequent First Friday road closure requests will include North Street from 113 North Street to Main Street. 

Commissioner Broomell questioned if traffic will be permitted to travel on south North Street and continue east on Main Street. Mr. Crouse answered in the affirmative. 

Mr. Crouse asked the Board’s approval to close Main Street from Bow Street to North Street from 5:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. for each First Friday event.

Commissioner Givens questioned if the closure is to provide an area for children’s activities. Mr. Crouse answered in the affirmative. 


Commissioner Broomell questioned if the children’s activities could be moved to the municipal parking lot on Main Street. Mr. Crouse stated the goal is to have the activities visible. 


Commissioner Broomell questioned if the municipal Main Street could be closed without impacting the entrance/exit to the municipal parking lot.

Mr. Crouse stated the municipal lot entrance/exit will remain accessible during downtown car shows.

Commissioner Piner expressed concerns regarding impacts of North Street closures on the local banks. Mayor Alt suggested that North Street closures should be limited to 113 North Street and Main Street. 

Mr. Crouse stated the Alliance is also sponsoring a dinner theater event on June 15th. He requested a closure of North Street for that event as well. Commissioner Massimiano questioned if the June 15th event had a rain date. Mr. Crouse answered in the negative


Mr. Crouse stated the Alliance is also requesting a Waiver of Alcohol Prohibition for each First Friday event as well as the dinner theater event. Mr. George stated the requests will be scheduled on the May 15th agenda.


Ms. Jessica Fincham questioned if the requested Waiver of Alcohol Prohibition included all First Friday events, and asked if individual vendors are required to obtain the waivers. Mr. George answered in the negative, stating the permit will be obtained by and issued to the Alliance.

Motion for a Closed Meeting


ACTION:
Pursuant to State Government Statutory Authority to Close Session, General Provisions Article, §3-305(b) (1) To discuss the appointment, employment, assignment, promotion, discipline, demotion, compensation, removal, resignation, or performance evaluation of appointees, employees, or officials over whom this public body has jurisdiction; or any other personnel matter that affects one or more specific individuals; and (3) To consider the acquisition of real property for a public purpose and matters directly related thereto; Commissioner Givens made a motion for a Closed Meeting. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Massimiano and approved by all present. 


Hearing no additional business to come before the Board, Mayor Alt adjourned the meeting at 7:35 p.m.
L. Michelle Henson

Sr. Administrative Specialist

A VIDEO RECORDING OF THIS MEETING RETAINED AT THE ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

Note: The minutes of regularly scheduled public meetings conducted by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton, following their approval, are posted at www.elkton.org. The minutes, in hard copy format, are retained indefinitely by the Town of Elkton, Administration Office, 100 Railroad Avenue, Elkton, Maryland 21921.
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