Mayor & Commissioners Meeting Minutes

April 18, 2018


  The Mayor and Commissioners

of the Town of Elkton
April 18, 2018
The Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton (the “Board”) held their second regularly scheduled meeting in April on this date at 7:00 p.m.  The following persons were present:  Mayor Robert J. Alt; Commissioners Jean A. Broomell; Mary Jo Jablonski and Earl M. Piner, Sr.; Town Administrator Lewis H. George, Jr.; Director of Finance Steven H. Repole; Director of Public Works J. Daniel Handley, P.E.; Administration Office Secretary L. Michelle Henson; and Town Attorney John P. Downs, Esquire. Commissioner Charles H. Givens, Sr. was excused from the meeting.

Mayor Alt called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led all those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.


Mayor Alt stated Commissioner Givens will not be in attendance at tonight’s meeting.


ACTION:
The minutes of the April 4, 2018 meeting were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present with no corrections or amendments.


ACTION:
The financial report and the bills submitted for payment were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Piner.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jablonski and approved by all present.


Discussion

Mayor Alt noted the following cash balances: General Fund $2,224,833.72; Water Fund $3,110,079.43; Sewer Fund $8,435,031.65; Major Facility Fund $4,147,249.65; Total cash balance $17,917,194.45. A copy of the statement of cash balances was placed in the record of the minutes.


Vote

Recognizing a motion and a second, Mayor Alt requested a vote regarding the financial report and the bills submitted for payment. The record of the vote is as follows:

Mayor Alt: Aye

Commissioner Broomell: Aye
Commissioner Jablonski: Second
Commissioner Piner: Motion


Town Administrator’s Report

Ordinance 4-2018 Police Pension Plan – Presented for Introduction


Mr. George presented Ordinance 4-2018 Police Pension Plan for introduction. He stated Ordinance 4-2018 amends the Code of the Town of Elkton, Title 2, Chapter 2.28, Section 2.28.320 – Optional Forms of Benefit, by correcting a reference to subsection C of Section 2.28.090. A copy of Ordinance 4-2018 was placed in the record of the minutes.

ACTION:
Ordinance 4-2018 Police Pension Plan was approved for introduction on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present.


Ordinance 5-2018 Water Service System – Presented for Introduction

Mr. George presented Ordinance 5-2018 Water Service System for introduction. He stated Ordinance 5-2018 amends the Code of the Town of Elkton, Title 13, Chapter13.04, Section 13.04.050 Delinquent Water Renters, by eliminating the fee set forth under 13.04.050 (B) and specifying that the fee be established by a Resolution of the Mayor and Commissioners. A copy of Ordinance 5-2018 was placed in the record of the minutes.

Mayor Alt questioned if the Board will receive a recommendation to amend the current fees. Mr. George stated a recommendation from the Finance Department is forthcoming.

Resolution R5-2018 – Procedures 

Mr. George presented Resolution R5-2018 – Procedures, for approval. He stated Resolution R5-2018 amends the Code of the Town of Elkton, Chapter 2.04, Section 2.04.010 (B) by ensuring that bills submitted to the Town shall be processed for payment as they are received in order to ensure that payment is made within the period of time provided by vendors with whom the Town does business. A copy of Resolution R5-2018 was placed in the record of the minutes.

ACTION:
Resolution R5-2018 – Procedures, was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Piner. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present. 


Proclamation P7-2018 – Relay for Life Day

Mr. George presented Proclamation P7-2018 – Relay for Life Day, for approval. A copy of Proclamation P7-2018 was read and placed in the record of the minutes.


ACTION:
Proclamation P7-2018 – Relay for Life Day, was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present.


Mr. George, referring to the  Easement Agreement regarding a parcel identified as Tax Map 310, Parcel 1321, stated the agreement will be presented at the May 2, 2018 meeting.


Mayor Alt’s Report

Mayor Alt stated he could not attend the April 11th workshop, and expressed appreciation to the Board for reviewing Fiscal Year Budget 2019 Budget requests in his absence.


Mayor Alt announced that he attended the Elkton Alliance Business Luncheon and Municipal Candidate Meet and Greet on April 9th, during which he presented an economic development update for Elkton. Noting that he is unopposed for the upcoming Municipal Election, Mayor Alt stated (3) candidates attended the luncheon, including incumbents Commissioner Jean Broomell and Commissioner Mary Jo Jablonski, and candidate Cody Kirk. 

Mayor Alt stated he served as MC at the annual Chef’s Challenge on Friday, April 13th at Singerly Fire Hall. 

Mayor Alt announced the quarterly Maryland Municipal League Cecil Harford Chapter dinner is on Thursday, April 19th, and is being hosted by the Town of Rising Sun.

Mayor Alt announced the Public Service Commission will conduct a public hearing on Tuesday, May 1st at 7:00 p.m. at Town Hall regarding the proposed sale of Elkton Gas to South Jersey Industries, Inc. 

 
Mayor Alt announced Community Cleanup events will take place in Delancy Village, Turnquist, and Hollingsworth Manor on Saturday, April 21st. Ms. Sarah Guns stated Hollingsworth Manor volunteers will be treated to hot dogs and chips at 1:00 p.m.

Mayor Alt announced Hazardous Waste Collection Day is Sunday, April 22nd at the Cecil County Landfill.

Commissioner Broomell’s Report

Commissioner Broomell, referring to the Board’s previous discussions regarding parking issues in the Buttonwoods neighborhood, requested an update regarding the issue. Mr. Downs stated there is no easy answer to the issue created by multiple residents in a home utilizing parking spaces adjacent to the property vs. using designated overflow spaces.


Mayor Alt questioned if residents can call Police if an unauthorized vehicle is parked in their designated place. Mr. George responded in the negative, stating the Code of the Town of Elkton does not provide for Police to issue a ticket to the owner of an unauthorized vehicle.


 Mr. George noted that the Town constructed 3 additional parking areas, however, parking issues remain among the residents.

Commissioner Piner questioned if the area can be designated a Special Purpose Parking area, similar to the Turnquist neighborhood. Mr. George answered in the negative, stating residences would be limited to (2) vehicles, noting that many of the Buttonwoods residents have multiple cars.


Commissioner Jablonski’s Report

Commissioner Jablonski announced the Downtown Car Shows begin on April 26th and are held the fourth Thursday of each month through August.

Public Comment

Ms. Sarah Guns stated Holly Hall Elementary is holding a Color Run and vendor fair on school property on May 5th. 

Ms. Guns stated the Girl Scouts Service Unit 2, serving Elkton, Chesapeake City, Cecilton and Earleville, will host a craft fair on May 12th.

Ms. Joanne Clark requested speed enforcement on North Street. 

Ms. Clark commended Department of Public Works staff.

Mr. Roger Owens, Chair of the Elkton Chamber and Alliance, stated the April 6th First Friday events in the Downtown were very successful. He stated many special events are scheduled for Friday, May 4th, utilizing a Star Wars “May the 4th” theme. Mr. Owens asked the Board to consider issuing a Waiver of Alcohol Prohibition for that date. It was the consensus of the Board to schedule a request for Waiver of Alcohol Prohibition for consideration at the May 2nd Mayor & Commissioners meeting. 

Commissioner Jablonski stated several groups are expected to participate in the “May the 4th” event. She stated several Downtown businesses will have special events, including trivia, menu specials and music.


Mr. Owens stated the Memorial Day Parade is scheduled for Monday, May 28th. 

Mr. Dwight Hair commended Mayor Alt for his participation in the Chef’s Challenge event. 

Hearing no additional business to come before the Board, Commissioner Alt adjourned the meeting at 7:38 p.m.

L. Michelle Henson

Administration Office Secretary

A VIDEO RECORDING OF THIS MEETING RETAINED AT THE ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

Note: The minutes of regularly scheduled public meetings conducted by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton, following their approval, are posted at www.elkton.org. The minutes, in hard copy format, are retained indefinitely by the Town of Elkton, Administration Office, 100 Railroad Avenue, Elkton, Maryland 21921.
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