Mayor & Commissioners Meeting Minutes

February 15, 2017


The Mayor and Commissioners

of the Town of Elkton
February 15, 2017
The Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton (the “Board”) held their second regularly scheduled meeting in February on this date at 7:00 p.m.  The following persons were present:  Mayor Robert J. Alt; Commissioners Jean A. Broomell, Mary Jo Jablonski and Earl M. Piner, Sr.; Town Administrator Lewis H. George, Jr.; Director of Finance Steven H. Repole; Elkton Police Department Chief Matthew Donnelly; Director of Public Works J. Daniel Handley, P.E.; Administration Office Secretary L. Michelle Henson and Town Attorney John P. Downs, Esquire. Commissioner Charles H. Givens, Sr. was excused from the meeting. 

Mayor Alt called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance.


Mayor Alt announced that Commissioner Givens would not be in attendance. 


ACTION:
The minutes of the February 1, 2017 meeting were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present with no corrections or amendments.


ACTION:
The financial report and the bills submitted for payment were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Broomell.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner.

Discussion

Mayor Alt noted the following cash balances: General Fund $3,997,301.25; Water Fund $2,778,557.57; Sewer Fund $7,768,391.77; Major Facility Fund $4,752,141.16; Total cash balance $19,296,391.75. A copy of the statement of cash balances was placed in the record of the minutes.

VOTE

Recognizing a motion and a second, Mayor Alt requested a vote regarding approval of the bills submitted for payment. The record of the vote is as follows:

Mayor Alt: Aye

Commissioner Broomell: Aye

Commissioner Givens: Motion

Commissioner Jablonski: Aye

Commissioner Piner: Second


Employee of the Quarter Presentation

The Board presented Elkton Police Department Office Associate Mr. Aaron Holmes with the Employee of the Quarter Award. Mr. George stated Mr. Holmes was nominated pursuant to his exemplary performance in the department’s records management division.


 Introduction – Meeting Ground Executive Director Ms. Colandra Coleman

Meeting Ground Executive Director Ms. Colandra Coleman and Volunteer Coordinator Program Aid Mr. Dayquan Stewart introduced themselves to the Board. Ms. Coleman stated she was visiting all Cecil County municipalities to introduce herself and strengthen the partnership between Meeting Ground and the county.


Commissioner Jablonski questioned if there were any planned changes to Meeting Ground’s programs. Ms. Coleman stated Meeting Ground’s existing programs were under review.


The Board welcomed Ms. Coleman to Elkton.


Town Administrator’s Report

Elkton Alliance Request for Waiver of Alcohol Prohibition – Citizen of the Year 
Banquet – March 30, 2017

Mr. George presented a request from the Elkton Alliance for a Waiver of Alcohol Prohibition for the Citizen of the Year Banquet on March 30, 2017 in the Elkton Municipal Building Community Room.

ACTION:
The Elkton Alliance request for Waiver of Alcohol Prohibition for the Citizen of the Year Banquet on March 30, 2017 was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Piner. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell. Commissioner Jablonski abstained from the vote. The record of the vote is as follows:

Mayor Alt: Aye

Commissioner Broomell: Second

Commissioner Givens: Aye

Commissioner Jablonski: Abstain

Commissioner Piner: Motion


Lease Agreement – Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless – Belle Hill Water 
Tower Site

Mr. George presented a lease agreement between the Town and Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless regarding space on the Town’s Belle Hill Water Tower.


Mr. George stated the land upon which the Belle Hill Water Tower is located was recently acquired by the Town from the Maryland Transportation Authority. He stated the lease agreement was for an initial term of 5 years, and provided for Verizon wireless communication equipment on site and antennas attached to the water tower tank handrail. 


ACTION:
The lease agreement between the Town and Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless regarding space on the Town’s Belle Hill Water Tower was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present. 


Mayor Alt commended Mr. George’s work over several years to obtain the property from the Maryland Transportation Authority. 

Mayor Alt’s Report

Mayor Alt stated that he and Messrs. George and Repole met with representatives from Cecil County and the United States Department of Agriculture on February 13, 2017 to discuss grant opportunities for the Town’s planned Community Center.

Mayor Alt stated that he, Commissioner Jablonski and County Executive McCarthy met with representatives of the Cordish Company on February 14, 2017 to discuss planned improvements to the Big Elk Mall. Mayor Alt commented that many opportunities for jobs were occurring in Cecil County as well as Elkton.

Mayor Alt offered congratulations to North East Mayor Robert McKnight regarding his recent reelection. 


Commissioner Piner’s Report

Commissioner Piner requested painting of curbs on Route 213 and Route 279.

Referring to a recent appearance by Mr. Bunky Luffman, Intergovernmental Affairs, Office of the Governor, Commissioner Piner stated he had requested assistance with the planned Delaware Avenue Pedestrian Bridge. Commissioner Piner asked Mr. George to follow up with Mr. Luffman regarding the request for assistance.


Commissioner Piner reported the basketball program at Elkton Middle School continued to grow, stating the team was scheduled to play Perryville and Bo Manor. He added that the number of cheerleader participants was also growing. 


Commissioner Piner stated the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday commemoration event scheduled at Elkton High School was rescheduled for Saturday February 18, 2017 from 10:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m.

Commissioner Jablonski’s Report

Commissioner Jablonski stated the LED upgrades to the Downtown streetlights was scheduled to begin the week of February 20, 2017. She thanked Messrs. George and Repole for getting the project moving.

Motion for a Closed Meeting

ACTION:
Pursuant to State Government Statutory Authority to Close Session, General Provisions Article, §3-305(b) (9) to conduct collective bargaining negotiations or consider matters that relate to the negotiations; Commissioner Piner made a motion for a Closed Meeting. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present. 


Mayor Alt announced that the public meeting would not reconvene.

Hearing no additional business to come before the Board, Mayor Alt adjourned the meeting at 7:20 p.m.

L. Michelle Henson

Administration Office Secretary

A VIDEO RECORDING OF THIS MEETING RETAINED AT THE ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

Note: The minutes of regularly scheduled public meetings conducted by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton, following their approval, are posted at www.elkton.org. The minutes, in hard copy format, are retained indefinitely by the Town of Elkton, Administration Office, 100 Railroad Avenue, Elkton, Maryland 21921.
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