Mayor & Commissioners Meeting Minutes

January 16, 2019


  The Mayor and Commissioners

of the Town of Elkton
January 16, 2019
The Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton (the “Board”) held their regularly scheduled meeting in January on this date at 7:00 p.m.  The following persons were present:  Mayor Robert J. Alt; Commissioners Jean A. Broomell, Charles H. Givens, Sr., Mary Jo Jablonski and Earl M. Piner, Sr.; Town Administrator Lewis H. George, Jr.; Director of Finance Steven H. Repole; Chief of Police Matthew J. Donnelly; Senior Administrative Specialist L. Michelle Henson and Town Attorney David Beste, Esquire. 
Mayor Alt called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led all those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Alt recognized Cecil County Councilman Bill Coutz in attendance. 

Mayor Alt stated that Mr. David Beste is attending the meeting in the absence of Town Attorney Mr. John Downs.


ACTION:
The minutes of the December 19, 2018 meeting were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jablonski and approved by all present with no corrections or amendments.


ACTION:
The financial report and the bills submitted for payment were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present.


Presentation – VAPE & JUUL Use Among Youth

Ms. Jennifer Padgett, Cecil County Health Department Division of Health Promotion, introduced herself to the Board. She introduced Ms. Katie Crouch, North East High School student, Ms. Kelsey Meis, Bo Manor High School student, and Ms. Toneiya Benson, Youth Empowerment Source / Drug Free Cecil Youth Coalition Coordinator. Ms. Padgett stated the purpose of her appearance is to discuss usage of Electronic Smoking Devices (ESD), including JUICE USB (JUUL) nicotine delivery devices, and the effect on youth.  


Ms. Padgett provided a presentation outlining the use of ESD’s in Elkton and Cecil County by youth. A copy of Ms. Padgett’s presentation was placed into the record of the minutes. 


Ms. Crouch provided an overview of interaction she has had with her peers regarding ESD’s. 

Ms. Meis provided an overview of how she has coordinated with Ms. Crouch and Ms. Benson to create public service announcements that are focused on educating youth regarding the hidden dangers of ESD’s. 


Discussion ensued regarding education of teachers to recognize use of ESD’s in schools. 

Commissioner Broomell expressed the need to change the perception that ESD’s are not harmful. 


Commissioner Piner commended the group and suggested that the presentation should be provided to the Board of Education. 


Commissioner Jablonski suggested that the group contact Cecil TV to air their public service announcements. 

Town Administrator’s Report

Resolution R1-2019 Disposition of Surplus Property

Unimproved Residential Lot, identified as Parcel 41 on Tax Map 310


0.149 acre located at 324 Hollingsworth Street, Elkton Heights, Elkton, Cecil County, 
Maryland, and further described in Deed Book 4332, Folio 205, Cecil County Land 
Records

Mr. George stated the Town acquired 324 Hollingsworth Street in order to demolish the burned, vacant home on the lot and resell the property. He stated the purpose of Resolution R1-2019 is to declare the empty as surplus in order to sell the parcel. He stated the Town will obtain appraisals for the property prior to sale. 


Commissioner Broomell questioned if the selling price will include the costs associated with acquiring the property. Mr. George answered in the affirmative.


Commissioner Broomell requested that the Board have the opportunity to review the appraisals. 


ACTION:
Resolution R1-2019 Disposition of Surplus Property was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present. 

Sick Leave Donation Policy

Mr. George presented the Town of Elkton Sick Leave Donation Policy for approval. He stated the voluntary program allows employees to donate up to one week of sick time to a bank from which employees can initially draw up to 4 weeks in the event of a catastrophic personal or family illness, adding that an additional 2 weeks may be withdrawn upon special approval. He stated the requesting employee must exhaust their leave balances prior to requesting leave from the bank. 


ACTION:
The Town of Elkton Sick Leave Donation Policy was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens and approved by all present. 


Fireworks Extravaganza Agreement – July 4, 2019

Mr. George, referring to the Board’s January 9th workshop discussion regarding the annual July 4th Fireworks show, stated Fireworks Extravaganza presented a 2-year agreement for a 30 – 32 minute display at a cost of $17,500 each year. 

Mayor Alt noted that the 2018 show was less than the contracted time, adding that the program was rushed due to thunderstorms in the area. 


Commissioner Jablonski stated she met with the Upper Chesapeake Community Band, which offered to perform at the July 4th event at no charge. 


ACTION:
The Fireworks Extravaganza Agreement for July 4, 2019 and July 4, 2020 was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present. 


Elkton Alliance – Request for Waiver of Alcohol Prohibition


Roast of Mayor Alt Event on February 23, 2019

Mr. George presented a request from the Elkton Alliance for a Waiver of Alcohol Prohibition for the Roast of Mayor Alt event, which will be held in the Elkton Municipal Building Community Room on February 23, 2019.


ACTION:
The request for a Waiver of Alcohol Prohibition for the Roast of Mayor Alt event on February 23, 2019 was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present.


Republican Club of Cecil County – Request for Waiver of Alcohol Prohibition


Annual Chili Cook-off Event on February 16, 2019

Mr. George presented a request from the Republican Club of Cecil County for a Waiver of Alcohol Prohibition for the annual chili cook-off event, which will be held in the Elkton Municipal Building Community Room on February 16, 2019.


ACTION:
The request for a Waiver of Alcohol Prohibition for the Republican Club of Cecil County Annual Chili Cook-off Event on February 16, 2019 was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens and approved by all present.


Elkton Alliance – Request for Waiver of Alcohol Prohibition


St. Patrick’s Day Downtown Events – March 15, 16 and 17, 2019

Mr. George presented a request from the Elkton Alliance for a Waiver of Alcohol Prohibition for the St. Patrick’s Day Downtown Events on March 15, 16 & 17, 2019.


ACTION:
The request for a Waiver of Alcohol Prohibition for the St. Patrick’s Day Downtown Events on March 15, 16 & 17, 2019 was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present.


Elkton Alliance – Request for Waiver of Alcohol Prohibition


Citizen of the Year Banquet – March 21, 2019

Mr. George presented a request from the Elkton Alliance for a Waiver of Alcohol Prohibition for the Citizen of the Year Banquet, which will be held in the Elkton Municipal Building Community Room on March 21, 2019.


ACTION:
The request for a Waiver of Alcohol Prohibition for the Citizen of the Year Banquet on March 21, 2019 was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Piner. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens and approved by all present, with the exception of Commissioner Jablonski, who abstained from the vote.


Elkton Alliance – Request for Waiver of Alcohol Prohibition


Downtown Car Shows


April 25, May 23, June 27, July 25 & August 22, 2019

Mr. George presented a request from the Elkton Alliance for a Waiver of Alcohol Prohibition for the Downtown Car Shows on April 25, May 23, June 27, July 25 & August 22, 2019.


ACTION:
The request for a Waiver of Alcohol Prohibition for the Downtown Car Shows on April 25, May 23, June 27, July 25 & August 22, 2019 was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present.

Elkton Alliance – Request for Waiver of Alcohol Prohibition


Fall Fest Events – September 20 & 21, 2019

Mr. George presented a request from the Elkton Alliance for a Waiver of Alcohol Prohibition for the Fall Fest Events on September 20 & 21, 2019.


ACTION:
The request for a Waiver of Alcohol Prohibition for the Elkton Fall Fest Events on September 20 & 21, 2019 was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present, with the exception of Commissioner Jablonski, who abstained from the vote.

Mayor Alt’s Report

Reappointments of Mr. Willard Bryan, Ms. Sarah Guns and Mr. Richard Lemen to 
the Board of Housing Appeals for the term February 1, 2019 – January 31, 2022

Mayor Alt requested the Board’s approval of the reappointments of Mr. Willard Bryan, Ms. Sarah Guns and Mr. Richard Lemen to the Board of Housing Appeals for the term February 1, 2019 – January 31, 2022.

ACTION:
The request to reappoint Mr. Willard Bryan, Ms. Sarah Guns and Mr. Richard Lemen to the Board of Housing Appeals for the term February 1, 2019 – January 31, 2022 was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present. 


Mayor Alt, referring to the Board’s previous discussions with Department Managers regarding future space requirements, requested that Mr. George follow up with the managers regarding their needs. He additionally requested to be present during the Town’s inspection of the Armory, adding that Ms. Katie Tabeling from the Cecil Whig should also attend.


Mayor Alt stated he attended Cecil Night in Annapolis on Thursday, January 10th. He stated he attended with Mr. Ed Ginder and Cecil County Councilmen Bob Meffley and Bill Coutz. 


Mayor Alt stated the first Parks and Recreation Advisory Board meeting is scheduled for Thursday, January 17th. 


Mayor Alt stated he will attend the Maryland Municipal League Winter Meeting in Rockville on January 25th and 26th. 


Mayor Alt announced he will participate in cooking for the Immaculate Conception breakfast on January 27th. 


Mayor Alt stated he will attend the Mayors’ Conference in Annapolis on January 31st and February 1st. 


Commissioner Jablonski’s Report

Commissioner Jablonski announced upcoming grand opening events, including Nationwide Mortgage on Friday, January 18th at 1:00 p.m., You Bet Your Axe on Thursday, January 24th at 11:00 a.m., and Cecil Print on Thursday, January 24th at 4:00 p.m. Commissioner Jablonski welcomed the new businesses and expressed appreciation that they owners chose to come to Elkton. 


Commissioner Givens questioned if Commissioner Jablonski had a status for 300 West Pulaski Highway. Commissioner Jablonski stated she was unaware of the status of 300 West Pulaski Highway, adding that she has heard about interest in 3 sites in the Big Elk Mall.

Public Comment

Mr. Ed Ginder requested maintenance of street lights on the North Street Bridge.

Hearing no additional business to come before the Board, Mayor Alt adjourned the meeting at 7:53 p.m.

L. Michelle Henson

Administration Office Secretary

A VIDEO RECORDING OF THIS MEETING RETAINED AT THE ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

Note: The minutes of regularly scheduled public meetings conducted by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton, following their approval, are posted at www.elkton.org. The minutes, in hard copy format, are retained indefinitely by the Town of Elkton, Administration Office, 100 Railroad Avenue, Elkton, Maryland 21921.
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