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The Mayor and Commissioners

of the Town of Elkton
MINUTES

January 7, 2009
The Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton (the “Board”) held their first regularly scheduled meeting in January on this date at 7:00 P.M. The following persons were present:  Mayor Joseph Fisona; Commissioners Charles H. Givens, Sr., Mary Jo Jablonski, Earl M. Piner, Sr., and C. Gary Storke; Town Administrator Lewis H. George, Jr.; Assistant Town Administrator Kim Kamp; Chief of Police William Ryan; Administration Office Secretary L. Michelle Henson; and Town Attorney H. Norman Wilson, Jr. Esquire. 

Mayor Fisona called the meeting to order, and led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ACTION:
The minutes of the December 17, 2008 meeting were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jablonski and approved by all present with no corrections or amendments.


ACTION:
The financial report and the bills submitted for payment were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Storke.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens and approved by all present.

KCI Technologies, Inc.


Engineering Services Report - Month of December 2008
Ms. Sabine Watson, P.E., appeared on behalf of KCI Technologies, Inc.

Ms. Watson, referring to the report previously submitted to the Board, presented the December 2008 Municipal Engineering Summary, updating the Board on KCI’s review of subdivision/land development plans and other engineering activities which occurred during the month. A copy of the report was placed in the record of the minutes.


Commissioner Storke questioned the status of the Frenchtown Road Large Diameter Well project. Mr. George stated KCI and its sub-consultant planned to meet with Maryland Department of the Environment (“MDE”) to determine 12-year projection flows, and would update the Board when the information was obtained.


Severn Trent Environmental Services 

Water / Wastewater Treatment Services Report - Month of November 2008


Mr. Ken Benner, Area Manager, appeared on behalf of Severn Trent Environmental Services.

Mr. Benner introduced Ms. Beth Hamilton, Lead Operator of the Wastewater Treatment Plant, to the Board.


Mr. Benner, referring to the report previously submitted to the Board, presented the November 2008 Water / Wastewater Treatment Services Report. A copy of Mr. Benner’s report was placed in the record of the minutes.


Mayor Fisona questioned the status of the sludge dryer. Mr. Benner stated samples of finished material from the dryer were sent for lab analysis, and said he would present the data to the Board. He said he met with representatives of Stearns & Wheler, the Town’s Project Engineer, to discuss outstanding issues. He stated he was meeting with MDE representatives on Friday, January 9, 2009.

Discussion ensued regarding outstanding issues at the facility. 


Discussion continued regarding a notice from MDE regarding Ammonia sampling frequency. 

ACTION:
Commissioner Givens made a motion to table the discussion regarding Ammonia until an appropriate time. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jablonski and approved by all present. 

Annexation A1-2009

Petition for Annexation - Mr. Mike Smith

Mr. Mike Smith presented a Petition for Annexation regarding a parcel located on Dixon Lane, Tax Map 300, Parcel 138 (Appleton Road / I-95 - ADC Map 13, E-2). 

Mr. Smith stated he was the owner of the above referenced property, and said he was requesting annexation in order to tie into Town water and sewer facilities.  


Mr. George advised Mr. Smith that the Board previously adopted a policy to not annex due to shortages in water and sewer availability, and stated the Town advised MDE of its decision. 

Mr. Smith questioned the possibility of tying into sewer lines, and forgoing water connection. Mr. George stated the Town did not have sewer infrastructure in that area, adding that a pump station would be required, which would be very expensive.


Mayor Fisona queried the Board for a decision regarding Mr. Smith’s Petition for Annexation. Hearing no response from the Board, Mayor Fisona declared Mr. Smith’s Petition for Annexation dead due to lack of a motion.


Town Administrator’s Report

Resolution R7-2008 - Amending the Town Charter Article VI - General 
Powers of the Commissioners

Mr. George presented Resolution R7-2008 to amend the Town Charter, Article VI - General Powers of the Commissioners. He stated the purpose of Resolution R7-2008 was to delete or amend certain subsections of the Article that were no longer applicable to the Commissioners. 


Mr. George stated Resolution R7-2008, if approved, would be effective February 26, 2009. A copy of Resolution R7-2008 was placed in the record of the minutes. 

ACTION:
Resolution R7-2008 was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Piner. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jablonski and approved by all present. 


Mayor Fisona’s Report

Mayor Fisona requested that a notice regarding a temporary closure of West High Street, from Union Hospital’s Outpatient driveway west to Singerly Avenue, be posted in the Cecil Whig.


Commissioner Jablonski’s Report

Commissioner Jablonski commented on the Town’s new Website.


Commissioner Jablonski stated she was scheduled to meet with Mr. Vernon Thompson, Economic Development Director for Cecil County, regarding the initiation of Verizon FIOS service in Cecil County. She said she would provide an update to the Board after her meeting.


Commissioner Jablonski stated the television show “Ace of Cakes” was scheduled to air the previous Firefighters Challenge on Thursday, January 15, 2009. 


Commissioner Givens’ Report

Commissioner Givens questioned the status of the Inaugural Train. Chief Ryan stated there was no additional information than what had been previously reported.


Commissioner Givens asked about water main leaks on High Street. Mr. George responded that the main was old and added the Department of Public Works (“DPW”) was performing extensive repairs.


Commissioner Givens asked that a DPW employee be assigned to a weekend shift to address issues, such as blowing trash or downed tree limbs right away, instead of waiting until Monday. Mr. George stated an employee would be assigned to a weekend shift.

Commissioner Storke’s Report

Commissioner Storke requested repair to the driveway entrance at Howard’s Pond. 


Public Comment

Mr. Ronald Rae expressed concerns regarding the change from analog to digital television on February 17, 2009.


Mr. Robert Litzenberg commended the DPW staff for work on a water leak at Gilpin Avenue. He stated the entire crew worked as a team on the leak, and commended their efforts. He added that the crew cleaned the street when they were done.

Motion for a Closed Meeting

Pursuant to State Government Article § 10-508 (a) (1) the appointment, employment, assignment, promotion, discipline, demotion, compensation, removal, resignation or performance evaluation of appointees, employees or officials over whom the  Town has jurisdiction; or any other personnel matter that affects one or more specific individuals; Commissioner Jablonski made a motion for a Closed Meeting at 7:59 p.m. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present.


Hearing no additional business to come before the Board, Mayor Fisona adjourned the meeting at 7:59 p.m. Mayor Fisona announced the Public Meeting would not reconvene.

L. Michelle Henson, 

Administration Office Secretary

AN AUDIO AND VIDEO RECORDING OF THIS MEETING RETAINED AT THE ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

Note: The minutes of regularly scheduled public meetings conducted by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton, following their approval, are posted at www.elkton.org. The minutes, in hard copy format, are retained indefinitely by the Town of Elkton, Administration Office, 100 Railroad Avenue, Elkton, Maryland 21921. 

The Maryland Public Information Act provides that the minutes of public meetings be made available to the public upon request. Please contact the Town of Elkton by telephone at (410) 398-0970, by facsimile at (410) 392-6633, or by email at administration@elkton.org to request a copy of these minutes.  
