Mayor & Commissioners Meeting Minutes

October 5, 2016


The Mayor and Commissioners

of the Town of Elkton
October 5, 2016

The Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton (the “Board”) held their first regularly scheduled meeting in October on this date at 7:00 p.m.  The following persons were present:  Mayor Robert J. Alt; Commissioners Jean A. Broomell; Charles H. Givens, Sr.; Mary Jo Jablonski and Earl M. Piner, Sr.; Town Administrator Lewis H. George, Jr.; Director of Finance Steven H. Repole; Elkton Police Department Chief Matthew Donnelly; L. Michelle Henson, Administration Office Secretary and Town Attorney John P. Downs, Esquire.  

Mayor Alt called the meeting to order, and led the Pledge of Allegiance.


ACTION:
The minutes of the September 21, 2016 meeting were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present with no corrections or amendments.


ACTION:
The financial report and the bills submitted for payment were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens and approved by all present.

Administration of Oath of Office

Mayor Alt administered the Oath of Office to Elkton Police Officer Christian Mlodzianowski. 

Cecil County Health Department Tobacco Compliance Board Update

Ms. Jennifer Padgett, Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, introduced herself to the Board. She stated the purpose of her appearance was to provide an update regarding the Cecil County Health Department Tobacco Board’s efforts to eliminate tobacco sales to minors. She stated ongoing cooperative efforts between the Health Department and local law enforcement had a positive impact on tobacco sales to minors. A copy of Ms. Padgett’s Power Point Presentation was placed in the record of the minutes.


Town Administrator’s Report

Resolution R10-2016 Disposition of Surplus Property – Vehicle 

Mr. George presented Resolution R10-2016 Disposition of Surplus Property for approval. He stated Resolution R10-2016 declared a vehicle from the Elkton Police Department as surplus property. He stated the vehicle would be sold at auction and the proceeds from the sale would be placed in the General Fund. A copy of Resolution R10-2016 was read and placed in the record of the minutes.

ACTION:
Resolution R10-2016 Disposition of Surplus Vehicle was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present.


Proclamation P26-2016 Breast Cancer Awareness Month

Mr. George presented Proclamation P26-2016 Breast Cancer Awareness Month. A copy of Proclamation P26-2016 was read and placed in the record of the minutes. 


ACTION:
Proclamation P26-2016 Breast Cancer Awareness Month was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present.


Mayor Alt’s Report

Appointment – Elkton Housing Authority Resident Commissioner

Mayor Alt requested approval to appoint Ms. Mary P. Huester to the Elkton Housing Authority Board as Resident Commissioner for a term that expires February 1, 2020. 


ACTION:
The request to appoint Ms. Mary P. Huester to the Elkton Housing Authority Board as Resident Commissioner for a term that expires February 1, 2020 was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Broomell. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens and approved by all present.

Mayor Alt stated his desire for members of the Town’s Planning Commission and Board of Zoning Appeals to have the opportunity to attend workshops and seminars regarding issues related to Planning and Zoning. Commissioner Givens concurred with Mayor Alt, stated all employees should be encouraged to attend continuing education programs. Mayor Alt added that the members of the Planning Commission and Board of Zoning Appeals were participants in the Maryland Planning Commission Association.

Mayor Alt, referring to the Board’s ongoing discussions regarding property associated with the proposed Recreational Center, stated the parcel was currently owned by the Cecil County Board of Education, which planned to declare the property surplus in order for the Town to obtain ownership. He stated the Maryland Board of Public Works approved the declaration, bringing the transfer of ownership one step closer. He stated the next step was for the Cecil County Council to approve the transfer.


Mayor Alt, referring to the large amount of pedestrian traffic on Bridge Street, asked Mr. George to query the State Highway Administration (SHA) regarding implementation of pedestrian safety measures at the intersection of Bridge and Howard Streets. Mr. George stated he would obtain an update from SHA regarding the previously planned improvements to the intersection.


Commissioner Jablonski’s Report

Commissioner Jablonski announced the Union Hospital Run for the Ribbon 5k was scheduled for Saturday October 8, 2016. 

Commissioner Jablonski announced that the Cecil County Office of Tourism was now located at 124 West Main Street. She stated she anticipated the office opening on Monday October 10, 2016.


Commissioner Jablonski announced the Empty Bowls event was scheduled on Friday October 7, 2016. She stated the bowls could be purchased at Art Space on Main, adding that the proceeds from the event benefitted the Wayfarer’s House.

Commissioner Piner’s Report

Commissioner Piner, referring to the Board’s previous discussions regarding a lighting assessment at Meadow Park, stated the evaluation was scheduled for Thursday October 13, 2016.


Commissioner Piner requested a discussion regarding contracting of landscape services for the Town. He stated that contracting grass cutting would free employees for other tasks.


Commissioner Givens’ Report

Commissioner Givens announced the Elkton High School Golden Elks Marching Band event was scheduled for Saturday October 8, 2016 at Elkton High School.


Commissioner Givens stated the Grand Opening of the Wawa store on Pulaski Highway was scheduled for October 28, 2016.


 Public Comment

Mr. Jason Howard asked the Board to consider amendments to the Town’s current Ordinance regarding banners to permit placement of banner signs for extended periods. He read a prepared statement to the Board, a copy of which was placed in the record of the minutes. Mayor Alt stated a copy of Mr. Howard’s request would be forwarded to the Departments of Planning and Zoning.


Mr. Tom Helfrich expressed concerns regarding costs associated with efforts to curb tobacco sales to minors.

Mr. Jack Foreaker expressed concerns regarding a Counseling Center that recently opened on Main Street. He stated he felt the business should have been required to go through the same steps as a Clinic operation would in order to operate.

Mr. Downs stated the situation was currently the subject of ongoing litigation, stating it was not the appropriate time for the Board to address the issue.


Mr. Ed Ginder commended the Department of Public Works Grass Crew for maintenance along East Main Street.


Mr. Ginder encouraged the Board to participate with efforts at the County and State levels to address ongoing opiate addiction issues.
Hearing no additional business to come before the Board, Mayor Alt adjourned the meeting at 7:55 p.m.

L. Michelle Henson

Administration Office Secretary

AN AUDIO AND VIDEO RECORDING OF THIS MEETING RETAINED AT THE ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

Note: The minutes of regularly scheduled public meetings conducted by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton, following their approval, are posted at www.elkton.org. The minutes, in hard copy format, are retained indefinitely by the Town of Elkton, Administration Office, 100 Railroad Avenue, Elkton, Maryland 21921.
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