Mayor & Commissioners Meeting Minutes

September 21, 2016


The Mayor and Commissioners

of the Town of Elkton
September 21, 2016
The Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton (the “Board”) held their second regularly scheduled meeting in September on this date at 7:00 p.m. The following persons were present: Mayor Robert J. Alt; Commissioners Jean A. Broomell, Charles H. Givens, Sr., Mary Jo Jablonski and Earl M. Piner, Sr.; Town Administrator Lewis H. George, Jr.; Finance Director Steven H. Repole; Elkton Police Chief Matthew Donnelly; Department of Planning Director Jeanne D. Minner; Department of Public Works Director J. Daniel Handley, P.E.; Administration Office Secretary L. Michelle Henson; and Town Attorney John P. Downs, Esquire. 

Mayor Alt called the meeting to order, and led the Pledge of Allegiance.


ACTION:
The minutes of the September 7, 2016 meeting were approved on motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present with no corrections or amendments.

ACTION: 
The bills submitted for payment were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present.


Budget Amendment 2017-04

Mr. Repole presented Budget Amendment 2017-04 to recognize the forfeiture of $8,825 in seized funds and their funding of the purchase of 5 laptop computers for the Elkton Police Department. 


ACTION:
Budget Amendment 2017-04 was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present. 


Ordinance 3-2016 – Cargo Trucks – Presented for Adoption

Mr. George presented Ordinance 3-2016 Cargo Trucks for adoption. He stated the purpose of Ordinance 3-2016 was to permit sales and rentals of large trucks and cargo trailers in the C-3 zone. 

ACTION:
Ordinance 3-2016 Cargo Trucks was adopted on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present.


Town Administrator’s Report

Recommendations for Installation of Street Lights

Mr. George, referring to the Board’s previous discussions regarding increased street lights in the 300-block of West Main and the Curtis Alley area, stated he did not recommend additional lighting on West Main and recommended the installation of an additional street light at Curtis Alley. He added that he contacted the owners of the property upon which the former Ashland Company stood in order to request maintenance of lighting on the property. 


Commissioner Piner questioned if the existing street lights were LED fixtures. Mr. George answered in the negative.

Resolution R9-2016 Amending the Town Charter Article VII §C7-8 Election Dates; 
Filing as Candidates; Terms of Office

Mr. George presented Resolution R9-2016 Amending the Town Charter Article VII §C7-8 Election Dates; Filing as Candidates; Terms of Office, for approval. 

Mr. George stated Resolution R9-2016 moved the date of the Town’s Election from the fourth Tuesday in May to the second Tuesday in May, and changed the deadline to file as a Candidate in a Town Election from 14 days prior to the Election to 60 days prior to the Election. 

ACTION:
Resolution R9-2016 Amending Town Charter Article VII §C7-8 Election Dates; Filling as Candidates; Terms of Office, was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Broomell. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens and approved by all present.


Mayor Alt’s Report

Appointment – Historic District Commission

Mayor Alt, noting a vacancy on the Town’s Historic District Commission, requested a motion to appoint Mr. Will Whiteman to the vacancy for a term which expires August 31, 2019. 


ACTION:
The request to appoint Mr. Will Whiteman to the Historic District Commission for a term which expires August 31, 2019 was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present.


 Mayor Alt stated he received the Cecil County Growth Tier Map and asked Ms. Minner to review the document.


Commissioner Piner’s Report

Commissioner Piner, referring to the newly adjusted lights at Meadow Park, requested an audit of the lights at the park. Mr. George stated the audit was being coordinated by the Department of Parks and Recreation.


Commissioner Piner reported that Elkton Middle School initiated a program through which positive behavior could be formally recognized. He asked the Board to initiate cards for students.

Commissioner Jablonski’s Report

Commissioner Jablonski thanked the Elkton Police Department, the Department of Public Works and the volunteers who made the 20th Annual Fall Fest a success. She noted volunteers worked 174 hours during the event on September 16 – 17, 2016. 


Commissioner Jablonski reminded all in attendance of the Mini Grand Prix Event on October 22, 2016, stating proceeds from the event will benefit the Union Hospital Oncology Center. She stated car sponsorships were available from Premier Auto.


Commissioner Jablonski, referring to the previous taping of a “Restaurant Impossible” segment at Lyons Pharmacy, stated the episode was currently airing in the UK, adding that the Pharmacy was receiving calls regarding the program.  


Commissioner Jablonski, referring to the Board’s previous discussions regarding construction of a sidewalk at Whitehall Road in the vicinity of Kensington Courts, questioned the status of the walkway. Mr. Downs answered the Town’s Engineer, KCI Technologies, Inc. was developing a concept plan for the sidewalk. Mayor Alt noted that the process of obtaining the right of way for the sidewalk was a long process. 
Public comment


Mr. David Gray stated he was as resident of the 100-block of Friendship Road. Referring to the Board’s previous discussions regarding installation of speed humps in the 100-block of Friendship Road, expressed opposition to speed humps.

Mr. Ed Slicer, resident of the 100-block of Friendship Road, echoed Mr. Gray’s opposition to the installation of speed humps and requested speed enforcement in the neighborhood.

Mr. Slicer thanked the Town for sending the street sweeper into his neighborhood.

Mr. Richard Lemen requested monthly updates to previously discussed topics.

Mr. Lemen expressed support for the installation of a sidewalk on Whitehall Road in the vicinity of Kensington Courts.

Mr. Lemen questioned the status of LED lighting upgrades in the Downtown area. Mr. George stated the contractor would complete the upgrades in the Downtown area after completing the upgrades at the Elkton Police Department.

Mr. Lemen questioned the status of the pedestrian bridge adjacent to the Delaware Avenue bridge. Mr. George stated a required Conditional Letter of Map Revision (CLOMR) application had been sent to the Federal Emergency Management Administration (FEMA) due to the anticipated impact the pedestrian bridge would have on the flood area. He said progress would be contingent upon FEMA’s approval.
Hearing no additional business to come before the Board, Mayor Alt adjourned the meeting at 7:29 p.m.

L. Michelle Henson

Administration Office Secretary

AN AUDIO AND VIDEO RECORDING OF THIS MEETING RETAINED AT THE ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

Note: The minutes of regularly scheduled public meetings conducted by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton, following their approval, are posted at www.elkton.org. The minutes, in hard copy format, are retained indefinitely by the Town of Elkton, Administration Office, 100 Railroad Avenue, Elkton, Maryland 21921.
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