Mayor & Commissioners Workshop Meeting Minutes

September 9, 2015


The Mayor and Commissioners







of the Town of Elkton

MINUTES

September 9, 2015
A public meeting (workshop) of the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton (“the Board”) was held on this date at 4:00 p.m. with the following persons present: Mayor Robert J. Alt; Commissioners Charles H. Givens, Sr.; Mary Jo Jablonski; Earl M. Piner, Sr.; and Daniel R. VanReenen, Jr.; Town Administrator Lewis H. George, Jr.; Finance Director Steven H. Repole; Director of Public Works J. Daniel Handley, P.E.; Director of Planning Jeanne D. Minner; Administration Office Secretary L. Michelle Henson; and Town Attorney John Downs, Esquire. 

Mayor Alt called the workshop to order at 4:00 p.m.

Discussion – Buttonwoods Parking

Messrs. Todd Frey, P.E., and James Taylor, representing KCI Technologies, Inc., the Town’s engineering firm, introduced themselves to the Board. Mr. Frey stated the purpose of their appearance was to discuss a concept parking plan for the Buttonwoods neighborhood. 


Mr. Downs stated he researched a Quitclaim Deed that conveyed the Buttonwoods parking lots and Open Space to the Town. He noted the unanticipated consequence of conveyance of the parking lots by the now defunct Homeowners Association (HOA) to the Town resulted in removal of the assigned parking spaces and subsequent parking issues. He noted the Town’s position was that the lots became public property, therefore, spaces could not be assigned to specific private properties.

Mr. Downs stated individual Deeds in the Buttonwoods neighborhood identified “up to 2” parking spaces for each residence. He stated the same covenants were contained in the Quitclaim Deed, and could be used as a basis for the Town re-establishing assigned parking spaces.


Mr. Downs stated he met with Messrs. Handley, Frey and Taylor to discuss the parking issue and creation of overflow parking spaces. 


Mr. Frey provided a Power Point Presentation of the Buttonwoods Parking Concept Plan, a copy of which was placed in the record of the minutes.


Discussion ensued regarding the original design parameters and allocated parking spaces of the neighborhood. Mr. Frey stated the current available parking provided 2 spaces per residence, stating that the concept plan provided for overflow parking in the 100 and 500 blocks. He noted the addition of parking spaces would trigger design and construction of additional stormwater management.

Discussion ensued regarding issuance of parking permits vs. identifying parking spaces with addresses, etc.

Commissioner VanReenen questioned the costs of adding parking spaces. Mr. Frey stated each parking space would cost approximately $2,000, and the project, including stormwater management, would cost approximately $50,000 – $60,000.


Mayor Alt asked the Board to consider the options in order to make a decision at the September 16, 2015 meeting. 

Discussion – Government Channel – Mike Devine

Mr. Mike Devine, the Town’s Information Technology contractor, introduced himself to the Board. He stated the purpose of his appearance was to provide information regarding initiation of a Government Channel. He stated grant funding was available through Comcast Cablevision, and noted the required equipment and operating costs could be extensive. 

Discussion ensued regarding the type of information that would be broadcast.


 Discussion – Zoning Amendment Requests

Ms. Jeanne Minner, Director of Planning, stated the Town received 2 requests for Zoning Amendments. She stated the first request pertained to a single family home located in a highly commercial area and that under current zoning the home, if sold, could not be used as a residence. She stated the owner of the home requested the amendment in order for the property to be marketed as a residence. Ms. Minner noted she supported the request.

 Mayor Alt queried the Board for a consensus to approve the requested Zoning Amendment. It was the consensus of the Board to approve the requested Zoning Amendment.

Ms. Minner stated the second Zoning Amendment request pertained to relaxing the zoning restrictions regarding Therapeutic Massage practices. Ms. Minner stated current regulations included Therapeutic Massage practices with Adult Bookstores, etc., limiting the zones in which this type of business was permitted. 

Mayor Alt queried Ms. Minner for her recommendations regarding the request. Ms. Minner stated the Town’s Planning Commission was aware of the requests, adding that she wanted to receive the Board’s consensus prior to initiating the Zoning Amendment process. 


Discussion ensued regarding differentiating between legitimate Therapeutic Massage practices vs. adult-entertainment venues.

Ms. Janet Hardin, who requested the Zoning Amendment, stated her practice was operated in conjunction with a Chiropractor, adding that her state-issued license included many hours of training and continuing education. 

Mayor Alt expressed support for the Zoning Amendment, stating the Town’s task was to identify parameters under which a legitimate Therapeutic Massage practice could operate.


Discussion – Loitering Ordinance


Mr. George, referring to the Board’s previous discussions regarding initiation of a Loitering Ordinance, stated a draft had been reviewed by counsel and distributed to the Board. 


Mr. George stated the Ordinance addressed loitering at commercial premises and parking lots, adding that the Ordinance would be presented for introduction at the September 16, 2015 meeting.

Discussion – Resolution – In God We Trust

Mayor Alt stated the Town received a request for placement of the words “In God We Trust” in the Mayor & Commissioners meeting room.


Mayor Alt queried the Board for a consensus regarding placement of the words “In God We Trust” in the Mayor & Commissioners meeting room. It was the consensus of the Board not to place the words “In God We Trust” in the Mayor & Commissioners meeting room but to initiate a Proclamation stating “In God We Trust”.


Discussion – Water / Sewer Fees for Non Profit Organizations


Mayor Alt stated the Town received a request for waiver of water / sewer fees from a local non-profit organization, adding that he requested a list from the Finance Department of non-profits currently operating in Town. He stated the need for additional information, adding that the issue would be addressed at a later meeting. 


Discussion – Front Foot Assessment Fees

Mayor Alt, referring to Front Foot Assessment Fees charged to new construction for infrastructure placement, stated an instance in which an annexed property, located adjacent to existing infrastructure, was charged the same assessment fee. He stated the need for additional information, adding that the issue would be addressed at a later meeting.


Hearing no additional business to come before the Board, Mayor Alt adjourned the meeting at 5:16 p.m.

L. Michelle Henson

Administration Office Secretary 

AN AUDIO RECORDING OF THIS MEETING IS RETAINED AT THE ADMINISTRATION OFFICE
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