Mayor & Commissioners Meeting Minutes

September 7, 2016


The Mayor and Commissioners

of the Town of Elkton
September 7, 2016

The Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton (the “Board”) held their first regularly scheduled meeting in September on this date at 7:00 p.m.  The following persons were present:  Mayor Robert J. Alt; Commissioners Jean A. Broomell; Charles H. Givens, Sr.; Mary Jo Jablonski and Earl M. Piner, Sr.; Town Administrator Lewis H. George, Jr.; Director of Finance Steven H. Repole; Elkton Police Department Chief Matthew Donnelly; Jeanne D. Minner, Director of Planning; J. Daniel Handley, P.E., Director of Public Works; L. Michelle Henson, Administration Office Secretary and Town Attorney John P. Downs, Esquire.  

Mayor Alt called the meeting to order, and led the Pledge of Allegiance.


ACTION:
The minutes of the August 17, 2016 meeting were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present with no corrections or amendments.


ACTION:
The financial report and the bills submitted for payment were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present.

Administration of Oath of Office

Mayor Alt administered the Oath of Office to Elkton Police Officers Greg Brown, E. Mick Detweiler, Anthony Devine and Thomas Saulsbury. Mayor Alt noted that Elkton Police Officer Gabriel Rimolo was out of state and would be sworn in at a later date.

Budget Amendment 2016-009

Mr. Repole presented Budget Amendment 2016-009 to amend the original budget by $116,321 for various over-expended accounts.


ACTION:
Budget Amendment 2016-009 was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Broomell. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens and approved by all present.


Budget Amendment 2016-010

Mr. Repole presented Budget Amendment 2016-010 to amend the original budget by $259,810 for the over-expended account funded by Highway User Revenue.

ACTION:
Budget Amendment 2016-010 was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens and approved by all present.


Budget Amendment 2017-03

Mr. Repole presented Budget Amendment 2017-003 to carry over into Fiscal Year 2017 the $6,065 balance of the Fiscal Year 2016 Elkton Downtown Façade Grant through the Community Legacy Program.

ACTION:
Budget Amendment 2017-003 was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present.


Public Hearing 

Annexation Resolution A1-2016 Acorn Investment Company II – Concerning Parcel 
located at 722 East Pulaski Highway, Identified as Tax Map 316, Parcel 728 – Presented 
for Adoption


Mayor Alt declared the Public Hearing open at 7:10 p.m.

Ms. Jeanne Minner, Director of Planning, stated the Planning Commission recommended approval of Annexation A1-2016 on August 8, 2016. 

Ms. Minner presented the Planning Department Findings of Fact, a copy of which was read and placed into the record of the minutes.


Mr. Dwight Thomey, Esquire, representing Acorn Investment Company II and Mr. Arian Jakob, representing the Segall Group, were introduced to the Board.


Mayor Alt queried the Board for comments regarding Annexation A1-2016.


Commissioner Broomell questioned the timeframe for development of the parcel. Mr. Jakob stated the plans were to initiate development of the parcel in February, 2017. 


Hearing no additional comments from the Board, Mayor Alt queried the audience for comments regarding Annexation A1-2016.


Ms. Ann Connor expressed concerns regarding Annexation A1-2016, stating that the Town did not have Ordinances prohibiting the development of methadone clinics. Noting numerous tires currently stored on the property, Ms. Connor questioned if the Town would require removal prior to annexation. She provided an aerial photograph of the property.

Mayor reiterated Ms. Connor’s concerns regarding the condition of the property.


Mr. Thomey stated the owner of the property was aware that the tires had to be removed. 


Commissioner Piner, referring to Ms. Connor’s concerns about development of a methadone clinic, stated the Board could not simply direct the type of business a property owner could permit. 

Mr. Thomey stated his client had no connection with methadone clinics, adding that a methadone clinic would not be compatible with the types of businesses that were planned for the parcel. 


Commissioner Jablonski questioned the square footage of a proposed restaurant space on the parcel. Mr. Jakob stated the proposed restaurant would encompass approximately 2,600 square feet.

Hearing no additional comments, Mayor Alt declared the Public Hearing closed at 7:20 p.m.


ACTION:
Annexation Resolution A1-2016 was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present. 


Mr. George stated Annexation Resolution A1-2016 would become effective on October 22, 2016.

Ordinance 3-2016 – Cargo Trucks – Presented for Adoption

Ms. Jeanne Minner presented Ordinance 3-2016 Cargo Trucks, for adoption. She stated the Zoning Ordinance did not currently permit large tractor trailer sales or rentals in the C-3 Zone. 


Ms. Minner stated that the Planning Commission recommended approval of Ordinance 3-2016. She presented a finding of fact, a copy of which was read and placed into the record of the minutes.


ACTION:
Ordinance 3-2016 Cargo Trucks was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Broomell. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens and approved by all present.

Town Administrator’s Report

Family Education Center Lease with Maryland Rural Development Corporation

Mr. George stated Cecil College terminated its lease for space at the Family Education Center in Hollingsworth Manor. He stated the Maryland Rural Development Corporation (MRDC) was entering into a new lease with the Town in order to continue pre-school, Head Start and other programs at the facility. 

ACTION:
The Family Education Center Lease with Maryland Rural Development Corporation was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present.


Mayor Alt’s Report


Planning Commission

Mayor Alt, referring to the Town’s Planning Commission membership, stated member Mr. Steve Leonard had missed several meetings. He asked the Board for approval to terminate Mr. Leonard’s membership on the Planning Commission.


ACTION:
The request to terminate Mr. Steve Leonard’s membership on the Planning Commission was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Broomell. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens and approved by all present.


Mayor Alt, referring to the vacancy on the Planning Commission, requested the Board’s approval to appoint Mr. Will Muller to the commission, the term of which expires February 28, 2019.

ACTION:
The request to appoint Mr. Will Muller to fill a vacancy on the Planning Commission, the term of which expires February 28, 2019, was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jablonski and approved by all present.


Historic District Commission


Mayor Alt queried Ms. Minner regarding the qualifications of the current members of the Town’s Historic District Commission. Ms. Minner stated the qualifications as listed by the Secretary of the Interior were difficult to meet.

Mayor Alt queried if Mr. Brian Morgan, an Engineer employed by KCI Technologies, Inc., the Town’s engineer, met the professional background requirements. Ms. Minner answered in the affirmative.


Mayor Alt requested approval to appoint Mr. Brian Morgan to the Historic District Commission for the term which expires August 31, 2019.


ACTION:
The request to appoint Mr. Brian Morgan to the Historic District Commission for the term that expires August 31, 2019 was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present.


Mayor Alt requested approval to appoint of Mr. Jonathon Huff Pugh to the Historic District Commission for the term which expires August 31, 2019.

ACTION:
The motion to appoint Mr. Jonathon Huff Pugh to the Historic District Commission for the term which expires August 31, 2019 was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present.


Mayor Alt stated there was an additional vacancy on the Historic District Commission and asked the Board to look for a qualified candidate.

Mayor Alt stated he received a request for the installation of additional street lights in Curtis Alley as well as the 300-block of West Main Street. Mr. George stated there was currently a light in the middle of Curtis Alley and 5 streetlights in the 300-block of West Main Street, adding that they were confirmed to be working properly.  Mayor Alt asked Mr. George to provide his recommendations regarding installation of the additional streetlights at the September 21, 2016 meeting.

Mayor Alt, referring to the Board’s previous discussions regarding revisions to the Town’s Election Article, stated the Board of Supervisors of Elections was scheduled to meet on September 12, 2016 to review a draft of the revisions. Mayor Alt stated two items that he wanted to address right away was the Town’s Election date and the deadline to file as a Candidate. Noting the Town’s Election was held on the fourth Tuesday in May, Mayor Alt stated the election could be forgotten by voters during Memorial Day celebrations. Referring to the deadline to file as a Candidate, Mayor Alt stated the current deadline was 2 weeks prior to the Election, which provided little time for staff to prepare ballots and other Election-related materials. He stated the Town’s Election Article would be discussed at the September 14, 2016 workshop.

 
Mayor Alt asked if one of the Board members could attend the September 12, 2016 Planning Commission meeting as he could not attend due to a prior commitment. Commissioner Givens stated he would attend the September 12, 2016 Planning Commission in Mayor Alt’s place. 

Mayor Alt stated the Town’s second issue of the Citizen’s Guide had been distributed. He expressed appreciation to everyone who provided input regarding the guide, adding that Parks and Recreation program attendance improved after being included in the inaugural issue.

Mayor Alt announced that Lighthouse Baptist Church was holding an event to honor First Responders on Sunday, September 11, 2016 from 10:30 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.


Commissioner Broomell’s Report

Commissioner Broomell, referring to the Town’s “Welcome to Elkton” signs, questioned if the signage was going to be replaced. Mayor Alt expressed his desire to have the signs updated and replaced. 


Commissioner Broomell questioned if sidewalks could be placed on the west side of North Bridge Street (Route 213) from Elkton Boulevard to Rudy Park. Ms. Minner stated North Bridge Street was under the jurisdiction of the State Highway Administration, adding that she would make the request for sidewalk construction. 


Commissioner Broomell requested speed enforcement on North Street in the vicinity of Elkton Middle School. She additionally requested posting of speed limit signage.

Commissioner Givens’ Report

Commissioner Givens, referring to chickens being kept on East High Street, requested enforcement of the Town’s Ordinance prohibiting the keeping of fowl. 

Commissioner Givens questioned the status of the former Boys & Girls Club house on East High Street. Commissioner Jablonski stated the building was currently being rented by the Oxford House Recovery group.


Commissioner Piner’s Report

Commissioner Piner, referring to the Board’s previous discussion regarding realignment of the lights in Meadow Park, stated the Town’s contractor had made the adjustments. 


Commissioner Piner congratulated the newly-sworn Elkton Police Officers.  

Commissioner Piner asked Mr. Handley to follow up with the Kensington Courts Homeowners Association to discuss issues with stormwater runoff in that neighborhood.

Commissioner Jablonski’s Report

Commissioner Jablonski, referring to the promotional video which was recorded on August 9, 2016, expressed appreciation to everyone who participated in the event. She thanked Ms. Jenn Parsons and Ms. Jessica Price for their work on the video, adding that it had been viewed 30,399 times in just 5 days. She stated the video received many positive comments, adding that she would like to see the creation of a second video.


Commissioner Jablonski, referring to the upcoming Cecil County Arts Council Celebrity Art Project on October 1, 2016, distributed 6” x 6” canvases to the Board. She asked each Board member to create a picture to be included in the event.



Commissioner Jablonski reminded residents that they can keep up on Town events by subscribing to notices from the Town’s website at www.elkton.org.

Public Comment

Ms. Betty White and Ms. Pat Hoover asked for the placement of speed humps, speed limit signage and “Children at Play” signage in the 100-block of Friendship Road.


Ms. White expressed concern regarding the minimum billing threshold for water and sewer. Mayor Alt, noting the previous reduction of water rates, reiterated his desire to reduce sewer rates.

Ms. Rose Sands requested increased Police patrols to reduce crime.

Mr. Dave Fordyce expressed concerns regarding loitering near his home.
Hearing no additional business to come before the Board, Mayor Alt adjourned the meeting at 8:18 p.m.

L. Michelle Henson

Administration Office Secretary

AN AUDIO AND VIDEO RECORDING OF THIS MEETING RETAINED AT THE ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

Note: The minutes of regularly scheduled public meetings conducted by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton, following their approval, are posted at www.elkton.org. The minutes, in hard copy format, are retained indefinitely by the Town of Elkton, Administration Office, 100 Railroad Avenue, Elkton, Maryland 21921.
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