Mayor & Commissioners Meeting Minutes

August 17, 2016


The Mayor and Commissioners

of the Town of Elkton
August 17, 2016
The Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton (the “Board”) held their second regularly scheduled meeting in August on this date at 7:00 p.m. The following persons were present: Mayor Robert J. Alt; Commissioners Jean A. Broomell, Charles H. Givens, Sr., Mary Jo Jablonski and Earl M. Piner, Sr.; Town Administrator Lewis H. George, Jr.; Finance Director Steven H. Repole; Elkton Police Chief Matthew Donnelly; Department of Public Works Director J. Daniel Handley, P.E.; Administration Office Secretary L. Michelle Henson; and Town Attorney John P. Downs, Esquire. 


Notice of Closed Meeting

On Wednesday August 3, 2016, during a regularly scheduled meeting of the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton (the “Board”), a Closed Meeting was requested and approved by all present pursuant to State Government Statutory Authority to Close Session, General Provisions Article, §3-305(b) (3) to consider the acquisition of real property for a public purpose and matters directly related thereto and (7) To consult with counsel to obtain legal advice on a legal matter.


ACTION:
The minutes of the August 3, 2016 meeting were approved on motion made by Commissioner Broomell. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens and approved by all present with no corrections or amendments.

Mayor Alt read reported the following balances as of July 31, 2016: General Fund $1,089,470; Water Fund $2,621,572; Sewer Fund $7,716,557; Major Facilities Fund $6,003,875.

ACTION: 
The bills submitted for payment were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present.


Budget Amendment 2017-01

Mr. Repole presented Budget Amendment 2017-01for the purpose of budgeting $42,140 for the purchase of a 2016 Chevrolet Suburban SUV from the General Fund (60%), Water Fund (15%) and Sewer Fund (25%). 


ACTION:
Budget Amendment 2017-01 was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present. 


Budget Amendment 2017-02

Mr. Repole presented Budget Amendment 2017-02 to re-budget $223,930 for the purchase of two F750 Dump Trucks which were budged and ordered in Fiscal Year 2016 but not received until Fiscal Year 2017.

ACTION:
Budget Amendment 2017-02 was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens and approved by all present. 


Town Administrator’s Report

Mr. George stated that all of the Ordinances being presented for adoption were prompted by Resolution R1-2016, effective March 10, 2016, which modified the penalty for Misdemeanors by reducing potential imprisonment from 6 months to 90 days and allowing Misdemeanors to be tried in District Court.

Ordinance 4-2016 Chapter 12.04 Public Works Projects Generally Section 12.04.03 
Penalty – Presented for Adoption

Mr. George presented Ordinance 4-2016 Chapter 12.04 Public Works Projects Generally Section 12.04.03 Penalty, for adoption. He stated Ordinance 4-2016 amended only the penalty for violations of Chapter 12.04.

ACTION:
Ordinance 4-2016 Chapter 12.04 Public Works Projects Generally Section 12.04.03 Penalty was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jablonski and approved by all present.


Ordinance 5-2016 Chapter 13.04 Water Service System Section 13.04.300 Penalty – 
Presented for Adoption

Mr. George presented Ordinance 5-2016 Chapter 13.04 Water Service System Section 13.04.300 Penalty, for adoption. He stated Ordinance 5-2016 amended only the penalty for violations of Chapter 13.04.


ACTION:
Ordinance 5-2016 Chapter 13.04 Water Service System Section 13.04.300 Penalty was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Piner. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present.


Ordinance 6-2016 Chapter 15.04 Construction Regulations Generally Section 
15.04.070 Violation – Penalty – Presented for Adoption

Mr. George presented Ordinance 6-2016 Chapter 15.04 Construction Regulations Generally Section 15.04.070 Violation – Penalty, for adoption. He stated Ordinance 6-2016 amended only the penalty for violations of Chapter 15.04.


ACTION:
Ordinance 6-2016 Chapter 15.04 Construction Regulations Generally Section 15.04.070 Violation – Penalty was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens and approved by all present.

Ordinance 7-2016 Chapter 15.16 Housing Standards Section 15.16.250 Violation – 
Penalty – Presented for Adoption

Mr. George presented Ordinance 7-2016 Chapter 15.16 Housing Standards Section 15.16.250 Violation – Penalty, for adoption. He stated Ordinance 7-2016 amended only the penalty for violations of Chapter 15.16.

ACTION:
Ordinance 7-2016 Chapter 15.16 Housing Standards Section 15.16.250 Violation – Penalty was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present.


Ordinance 8-2016 Chapter 13.16 Stormwater Management Section 13.16.270 
Penalties – Presented for Adoption

Mr. George presented Ordinance 8-2016 Chapter 13.16 Stormwater Management Section 13.16.270 Penalties, for adoption. He stated Ordinance 8-2016 amended only the penalty for violations of Chapter 13.16.


ACTION:
Ordinance 8-2016 Chapter 13.16 Stormwater Management Section 13.16.270 Penalties was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present.


Request for Authorization for KCI Technologies to submit an application for 
Conditional Letter of Map Revision to the Federal Emergency Management 
Administration

Mr. George, referring to the Board’s previous discussions regarding the addition of a pedestrian bridge adjacent to the Delaware Avenue structure, stated the State Highway Administration design engineers determined that the proposed bridge would raise the flood elevation by .01 of a foot. He stated that in order to move forward with the proposed bridge, the Town was required to request a Conditional Letter of Map Revision (CLOMR) from the Federal Emergency Management Administration (FEMA) to amend the FEMA Flood Maps to indicate the change in elevation. Mr. George added that FEMA required $6,500 to review the CLOMR request. He stated the CLOMR application was completed by KCI Technologies, the Town’s Engineer. 

ACTION:
The request for authorization for KCI Technologies to submit a CLOMR application to FEMA was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Piner. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jablonski and approved by all present. 


Public Works Agreement – 503 East Pulaski, LLC – Ramsey Quick Lane – 
Presented for Approval

Mr. George presented a Public Works Agreement (PWA) between the Town and 503 East Pulaski, LLC for infrastructure related to the Ramsey Quick Lane. He stated during the construction of the Ramsey Quick Lane, it was discovered that the area in which stormwater management improvements was to be constructed contained a Town-owned 12-inch water line. He stated 272 linear feet of water line was to be relocated under the PWA. 

ACTION:
The Public Works Agreement between the Town and 503 East Pulaski, LLC – Ramsey Quick Lane, was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens. 


Discussion

Commissioner Piner questioned if the relocation of the water line would affect adjacent businesses and residents. Mr. George stated the work would be performed overnight in order to minimize the impact on businesses and residents. 


Vote

Recognizing a motion and a second, Mayor Alt requested a vote. The record of the vote is as follows:

Mayor Alt: Aye

Commissioner Broomell: Aye

Commissioner Givens: Second

Commissioner Jablonski: Motion

Commissioner Piner: Aye


Mr. George stated the Town received a request from Ms. Cynthia Osborne, Executive Director, Elkton Housing Authority (EHA), for a letter from the Town supporting the EHA’s grant application to the Maryland Affordable Housing Trust. Noting that the Board supported a similar grant application from EHA in 2014, Mr. George requested the Board’s approval to pen a letter of support. 

ACTION:
The request from Ms. Cynthia Osborne, Executive Director, EHA, for a letter from the Town supporting the EHA’s grant application to the Maryland Affordable Housing Trust was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present.


Mayor Alt’s Report

Mayor Alt asked the Board’s approval to proclaim August 20, 2016 “VFW Memorial Post 8175 Day” in honor of the Post’s 70th Anniversary. 


ACTION:
The request to proclaim August 20, 2016 “VFW Memorial Post 8175 Day” in honor of the Post’s 70th Anniversary was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Broomell. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens and approved by all present.


Mayor Alt asked Mr. Handley to delineate the bus stop adjacent to 150 East Main Street. 

Mayor Alt, referring to the Town’s Community Guide, stated the second issue was being printed. He stated the Parks and Recreation Fall / Winter Program Guide was included in the booklet. He asked citizens to provide feedback on the guide, and invited suggestions for information to include in future publications. 


 Commissioner Jablonski’s Report

Commissioner Jablonski, referring to the August 9th promotional videotaping event in Downtown Elkton, thanked the participants for making the event a success.


Commissioner Jablonski, referring to the “Chalk the Walk” event in Downtown Elkton on August 16th, stated the family friendly event was a success.

Commissioner Piner’s Report

Commissioner Piner stated the Parks and Recreation Summer Camp Program was winding down for the season. He stated the 10-week program was a success with high registration numbers. 


Commissioner Piner, referring to the Board’s previous discussions regarding additional street lighting at White Hall Road in the vicinity of the Buttonwoods neighborhood, reiterated the request for enhanced lighting.

Commissioner Piner requested the inclusion of Hearthstone Road in the next Road Restoration Program.


Commissioner Givens’ Report

Commissioner Givens questioned if the Buttonwoods neighborhood had the same parking policy as the Turnquist neighborhood. Mr. George answered in the negative, stating the Turnquist neighborhood was designated a “Special Purpose Parking” area and Buttonwoods had assigned spaces. 


Commissioner Broomell’s Report

Commissioner Broomell requested a Certificate of Recognition regarding the investiture of Judge Clara Campbell on August 19th. 

Mayor Alt stated he attended the graduation ceremonies of the Elkton Police Department’s Junior Police Academy on August 5th and August 12th. Chief Donnelly stated the Junior Police Academy provided (2) 1-week sessions to boys and girls aged 9 – 14, introducing them to what Police Officers due on a daily basis. Chief Donnelly noted that the Officers who staffed the Junior Police Academy did so as volunteers.

Chief Donnelly stated four new Police Officers were scheduled for their official swearing in at the Mayor & Commissioners September 7, 2016 meeting. He added that a Cadet was scheduled to enter the Police Academy in October.


Public Comment

Ms. Rebecca McKinney requested increased enforcement of traffic laws.


Mr. Tom Hearthstone expressed support for the construction of a pedestrian bridge adjacent to the Delaware Avenue bridge.

Hearing no additional business to come before the Board, Mayor Alt adjourned the meeting at 7:35 p.m.

L. Michelle Henson

Administration Office Secretary

AN AUDIO AND VIDEO RECORDING OF THIS MEETING RETAINED AT THE ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

Note: The minutes of regularly scheduled public meetings conducted by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton, following their approval, are posted at www.elkton.org. The minutes, in hard copy format, are retained indefinitely by the Town of Elkton, Administration Office, 100 Railroad Avenue, Elkton, Maryland 21921.
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