Mayor & Commissioners Meeting Minutes

August 3, 2016


The Mayor and Commissioners

of the Town of Elkton
August 3, 2016

The Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton (the “Board”) held their first regularly scheduled meeting in August on this date at 7:00 p.m.  The following persons were present:  Mayor Robert J. Alt; Commissioners Jean A. Broomell; Charles H. Givens, Sr.; Mary Jo Jablonski and Earl M. Piner, Sr.; Town Administrator Lewis H. George, Jr.; Director of Finance Steven H. Repole; Elkton Police Department Chief Matthew Donnelly; Jeanne D. Minner, Director of Planning; J. Daniel Handley, P.E., Director of Public Works; L. Michelle Henson, Administration Office Secretary and Town Attorney John P. Downs, Esquire.  

Mayor Alt called the meeting to order, and led the Pledge of Allegiance.


ACTION:
The minutes of the July 20, 2016 meeting were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jablonski and approved by all present with no corrections or amendments.


ACTION:
The financial report and the bills submitted for payment were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present.


Town Administrator’s Report

Ordinance 4-2016 Chapter 12.04 Public Works Projects Generally Section 12.04.03 
Violation – Penalty – Presented for Introduction


Mr. George presented Ordinance 4-2016 Chapter 12.04 Public Works Projects Generally Section 12.04.03 Violation – Penalty, for introduction. He stated Ordinance 4-2016 amended the penalty for violations of Chapter 12.04, adding that the amendment was prompted by Resolution R1-2016, effective March 10, 2016, which modified the penalty for Misdemeanors by reducing potential imprisonment from 6 months to 90 days.

ACTION:
Ordinance 4-2016 Chapter 12.04 Public Works Projects Generally Section 12.04.03 Violation – Penalty was approved for introduction on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens and approved by all present.

Ordinance 5-2016 Chapter 13.04 Water Service System Section 13.04.030 Violation – Penalty – Presented for Introduction

Mr. George presented Ordinance 5-2016 Chapter 13.04 Water Service System Section 13.04.030 Violation – Penalty, for Introduction. He stated Ordinance 5-2016 amended the penalty for violations of Chapter 13.04, adding that the amendment was prompted by Resolution R1-2016, effective March 10, 2016, which modified the penalty for Misdemeanors by reducing potential imprisonment from 6 months to 90 days.

ACTION:
Ordinance 5-2016 Chapter 13.04 Water Service System Section 13.04.030 Violation – Penalty was approved for introduction on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present.


Ordinance 6-2016 Chapter 15.04 Construction Regulations Generally Section 
15.04.070 Violation – Penalty – Presented for Introduction


Mr. George presented Ordinance 6-2016 Chapter 15.04 Construction Regulations Generally Section 15.04.070 Violation – Penalty, for Introduction. He stated Ordinance 6-2016 amended the penalty for violations of Chapter 15.04, adding that the amendment was prompted by Resolution R1-2016, effective March 10, 2016, which modified the penalty for Misdemeanors by reducing potential imprisonment from 6 months to 90 days.

ACTION:
Ordinance 6-2016 Chapter 15.04 Construction Regulations Generally Section 15.04.070 Violation – Penalty was approved for introduction on a motion made by Commissioner Piner. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jablonski and approved by all present. 

Ordinance 7-2016 Chapter 15.16 Housing Standards Section 15.16.250 Violation – Penalty – Presented for Introduction 

Mr. George presented Ordinance 7-2016 Chapter 15.16 Housing Standards Section 15.16.250 Violation – Penalty, for Introduction. He stated Ordinance 7-2016 amended the penalty for violations of Chapter 15.16, adding that the amendment was prompted by Resolution R1-2016, effective March 10, 2016, which modified the penalty for Misdemeanors by reducing potential imprisonment from 6 months to 90 days.

ACTION:
Ordinance 7-2016 Chapter 15.16 Housing Standards Section 15.16.250 Violation – Penalty was approved for introduction on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present. 


Ordinance 8-2016 Chapter 13.16 Stormwater Management Section 13.16.270 
Penalties – Presented for Introduction

Mr. George presented Ordinance 8-2016 Chapter 13.16 Stormwater Management Section 13.16.270 Penalties, for Introduction. He stated Ordinance 8-2016 amended the penalty for violations of Chapter 13.16, adding that the amendment was prompted by Resolution R1-2016, effective March 10, 2016, which modified the penalty for Misdemeanors by reducing potential imprisonment from 6 months to 90 days.


ACTION:
Ordinance 8-2016 Chapter 13.16 Stormwater Management Section 13.16.270 Penalties was approved for introduction on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present. 

Annexation Resolution A1-2016 Acorn Investment Company II, LLC – Parcel 
Located at 722 East Pulaski Highway, Identified as Tax Map 316, Parcel 728 – 
Presented for Introduction

Mr. George presented Annexation Resolution A1-2016 for introduction. He stated Annexation Resolution A1-2016 pertained to property located at 722 East Pulaski Highway, identified as Tax Map 316, Map 728, owned by Acorn Investment Company II, LLC.

Mr. George Annexation Resolution A1-2016 was scheduled to be heard by the Planning Commission on August 8, 2016, adding that it would be subject to adoption by the Board at a Public Hearing on September 7, 2016. 

ACTION:
Annexation Resolution A1-2016 Acorn Investment Company, II, LLC – Parcel located at 722 East Pulaski Highway, identified as Tax Map 316, Parcel 728, was approved for introduction on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Mayor Alt and approved by all present.

Mayor Alt’s Report

Mayor Alt asked all in attendance to join in wishing Commissioner Broomell a Happy Birthday.


Mayor Alt queried Commissioner Broomell for her availability to attend workshop meetings at 12:30 p.m., noting the workshops were previously scheduled at 4:00 p.m. He stated holding the workshop meetings during the day provided the opportunity for staff to attend and answer questions if needed. Commissioner Broomell thanked Mayor Alt for consideration of her schedule and stated she would provide an answer regarding her availability.

Mayor Alt stated the Board previously discussed the Town’s irregular borders which resulted in enclaves of unincorporated areas. He stated he was recently made aware of an unincorporated area that was surrounded by Town properties, stating that the Town had received calls regarding gun shots on the property. Noting that the property was not within Town limits, and adding that the owner had the right to fire a weapon in the County, Mayor Alt stated the Town could not enforce its Ordinance prohibiting the firing of weapons. He expressed concerns regarding discharge of weapons near residential areas.

Mr. Downs stated he spoke with Cecil County’s Attorney Jason Allison, Esquire, regarding the issue and stated there were no applicable regulations regarding the discharge of weapons at the County level.  

Commissioner Piner suggested that the Board meet with Cecil County Council in order to discuss the matter. Commissioner Givens stated previous Boards met in roundtable discussions with the County and expressed support for doing so again. Mayor Alt concurred with Commissioner Givens’ statement.


Mayor Alt announced he had been appointed to serve as a representative to the Wilmington Area Planning Council.

Mayor Alt announced the Town received a safety award from Chesapeake Employers Insurance, the Town’s Workers Compensation insurer. 

Commissioner Broomell’s Report

Commissioner Broomell thanked everyone in attendance for her birthday wishes.


Commissioner Broomell commended Department of Public Works (DPW) for repainting speed humps in Elkton Heights.


Commissioner Broomell, referring to her meetings with Department Managers, stated she met with Planning Director Jeanne Minner earlier in the day. She thanked everyone for helping her get reacquainted with Town matters.


Commissioner Givens’ Report

Commissioner Givens commended the Elkton Police Department (EPD) for the National Night Out event held at Meadow Park on August 2nd. He stated the event was a positive reflection on Elkton. Chief Donnelly stated he cooked 400 hot dogs during the event.

Commissioner Givens questioned the status of the roof replacement at the Elkton Alliance building. Mr. George stated the roof was due for replacement in September. 

Commissioner Piner’s Report

Commissioner Piner commended EPD for the National Night Out event on August 2nd. 


Commissioner Piner commended DPW for the ongoing sidewalk replacement project at East Main Street. 

Commissioner Piner commended DPW for maintenance of Meadow Park, which was utilized by many citizens. He reiterated his desire for enhanced lighting on the park fields.

Commissioner Piner welcomed the newest businesses in Town, stated he and the Board attended 3 ribbon cuttings in the past 2 weeks.


Commissioner Jablonski’s Report 

Commissioner Jablonski echoed Commissioners Givens and Piner’s comments regarding the National Night Out event on August 2nd. She thanked the Fraternal Order of Police Lodge #124 and Detective Andrew Tuer for their efforts in support of the event. She noted that many Police Officers and their families attended, and thanked the community and volunteers for making the event a success. She also thanked Commissioner Piner for providing DJ services.

Commissioner Jablonski commended the DPW Sewer Crew for accommodating businesses on Main Street while making repairs to a sewer service.

Commissioner Jablonski announced a video project highlighting the Town of Elkton on August 9th. She stated the day-long event would end at the intersection of Main and North Streets, and invited everyone to attend and participate. She stated the Elkton Alliance Youth Promotion Committee was sponsoring the video.


Commissioner Jablonski announced the Downtown Car Show was scheduled for August 4th. 

Public Comment

Mr. David Fordyce, referring to the Board’s discussion regarding the firing of weapons on County property adjacent to Town limits, stated the owner of the property should be addressed directly.


Mr. Fordyce requested speed enforcement on Mackall and Osage Streets.

Mr. Fordyce expressed concerns regarding people sitting on a wall near his home. 


Ms. Vivian Byrd requested assistance in obtaining housing in Elkton. Mayor Alt, noting that Ms. Byrd spoke to staff earlier in the day, stated a list of housing resources had been compiled for her.


Motion for a Closed Meeting


ACTION:
Pursuant to State Government Statutory Authority to Close Session, General Provisions Article, §3-305(b) (3) to consider the acquisition of real property for a public purpose and matters directly related thereto and (7) To consult with counsel to obtain legal advice on a legal matter; Commissioner Broomell made a motion for a Closed Meeting. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens and approved by all present. 


Mayor Alt announced that the public meeting would not reconvene.

Hearing no additional business to come before the Board, Mayor Alt adjourned the meeting at 7:39 p.m.

L. Michelle Henson

Administration Office Secretary

AN AUDIO AND VIDEO RECORDING OF THIS MEETING RETAINED AT THE ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

Note: The minutes of regularly scheduled public meetings conducted by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton, following their approval, are posted at www.elkton.org. The minutes, in hard copy format, are retained indefinitely by the Town of Elkton, Administration Office, 100 Railroad Avenue, Elkton, Maryland 21921.

6

