Mayor & Commissioners Meeting Minutes

July 20, 2016


The Mayor and Commissioners

of the Town of Elkton
July 20, 2016
The Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton (the “Board”) held their second regularly scheduled meeting in July on this date at 7:00 p.m. The following persons were present: Commissioners Jean A. Broomell, Charles H. Givens, Sr., Mary Jo Jablonski and Earl M. Piner, Sr.; Town Administrator Lewis H. George, Jr.; Finance Director Steven H. Repole; Elkton Police Chief Matthew Donnelly; Department of Public Works Director J. Daniel Handley, P.E.; Director of Planning Jeanne D. Minner; Administration Office Secretary L. Michelle Henson; and Town Attorney John P. Downs, Esquire. Mayor Robert J. Alt was excused from the meeting.


Commissioner Givens called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 


Commissioner Givens announced that Mayor Alt would not be in attendance.


ACTION:
The minutes of the July 6, 2016 meeting were approved on motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present with no corrections or amendments.


ACTION: 
The bills submitted for payment were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Piner. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Broomell and approved by all present.


Budget Amendment 2016-008

Mr. Repole presented Budget Amendment 2016-008 for the purpose of changing the funding source for Purchased Vehicles from Borrowing to Cash in the amount of $406,533. 


ACTION:
Budget Amendment 2016-008 was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present. 


Employee of the Quarter Presentation

The Board presented Mr. Joseph Stanley, Department of Public Works Infrastructure Division, with the Employee of the Quarter Award. Mr. George stated Mr. Stanley was nominated pursuant to his actions in extinguishing a car fire as well as service to the community.

The Board congratulated Mr. Stanley for the award and commended his volunteerism and service to the community.

Petition for Annexation 

Property located at 722 East Pulaski Highway-Identified as Tax Map 316 Parcel 728


Mr. Dwight Thomey, Esquire, and Mr. Arian Jakob, representing Seegal Development, presented a Petition for Annexation regarding property located at 722 East Pulaski Highway, identified on Tax Map 316, Parcel 728.

Mr. Thomey noted that a used tire outlet is currently operating on the parcel and is not in compliance with the Town of Elkton’s Zoning Regulations. He stated the operation would be removed or changed in order to comply with Town regulations.

Commissioner Broomell questioned the location of the parcel. Mr. Thomey stated the site was adjacent to the Rite Aid at Delaware Avenue and Route 40. 


Commissioner Piner questioned if there were proposed tenants for the parcel. Mr. Jakob stated Seegall Development represented several national tenants, noting that the proposed tenants could not be disclosed due to ongoing negotiations. He stated development of the parcel would likely include a casual restaurant, a coffee shop and a medical use.


Commissioner Jablonski questioned the square footage of the building. Mr. Jakob stated the proposed building would total 10,600 square feet.

Commissioner Broomell questioned the main purpose of annexation of the parcel. Mr. Thomey stated water and sewer service were the main drivers for annexation. 

Commissioner Givens queried Planning Director Jeanne Minner for comments. Ms. Minner stated the proposed annexation would be heard by the Town’s Planning Commission, adding that she was developing the annexation plan.


Mr. George recommended acceptance of the Petition for Annexation.

ACTION:
The Petition for Annexation regarding property located at 722 East Pulaski Highway, Identified as Tax Map 316 Parcel 728, was accepted on a motion made by Commissioner Broomell. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present. 

Town Administrator’s Report

Resolution R8-2016 – Schedule of Fees

Mr. George presented Resolution R8-2016 – Schedule of Fees, for approval. He stated Resolution R8-2016 amended the Town’s Building Permit Fee Scheduled by providing fees for solar panel installation.

ACTION:
Resolution R8-2016 – Schedule of Fees was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Broomell. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jablonski and approved by all present.

Commissioner Givens’ Report

Commissioner Givens, referring to a rally held on Sunday July 17, 2016, asked Chief Donnelly to provide a synopsis of the event. 


Chief Donnelly stated the rally was a quiet and peaceful assembly of unity from members of the Elkton community. 


Chief Donnelly commended the actions of the participants and Elkton Police Department (EPD) Command Staff. He noted Reverend Brown of Wrights AME Church took a leadership role and helped guide the participants from Meadow Park to Town Hall. He stated the assembly ended with a prayer circle at Town Hall. He added his appreciation to Pastor Tim Beardsley for his positive input as well.


Chief Donnelly commended Department of Public Works employees for their efforts preparing the Downtown area for the rally. 


Commissioner Givens requested the closure of Bethel Street for the Annual Bethel Unity Day Picnic on July 30, 2016.


Commissioner Jablonski’s Report

Commissioner Jablonski commended everyone who participated in the rally, stating the community came together in support of one another.


Commissioner Jablonski, referring to the Board’s previous discussions regarding LED lighting upgrades to the Downtown area and EPD, stated the agreement had been signed and the project was ready to move forward.

Commissioner Jablonski announced the 20th annual Fall Fest was scheduled for September 16 – 17, 2016. She stated this year was her 19th anniversary with the event. 


Commissioner Piner’s Report

Commissioner Piner echoed Commissioner Jablonski’s comments regarding the rally, stating the behavior of all participants said a great deal about the Elkton community. He stated Commissioner Givens did not take any credit but he was behind the scenes supporting the community.

Commissioner Piner stated the Parks and Recreation Basketball Camp was a successful program. Referring to the Board’s ongoing discussions regarding a Recreation Center, Commissioner Piner reiterated his desire to see the project completed. He stated a Town-owned facility would provide flexibility to grow Parks and Recreation programs. 

Commissioner Piner questioned the status of lighting at Meadow Park. Mr. George stated the lights would be turned to increase lighting to the adjacent fields, followed by a lighting audit to determine if additional lights are warranted. 

Commissioner Piner commended EPD Officers for their work in Town, stating he was proud of Elkton’s Police and their communication within the community.

Commissioner Piner commended the Department of Public Works regarding the East Main Street Sidewalk Project.


Commissioner Piner, referring to the ongoing development of the new Wawa on Route 40, stated the project was an improvement for the area.


Commissioner Broomell’s Report 

Commissioner Broomell thanked Commissioner Givens and Chief Donnelly for their efforts during the rally on Sunday July 17, 2016.


Commissioner Broomell thanked Mr. George and Department Managers for bringing her up to speed regarding Town projects and pending issues.

 Public Comment

Ms. Mary Beth Sniadowski-Cole stated her business, Lyons Pharmacy, continued to receive positive feedback from an episode of Restaurant Impossible that featured the luncheonette located in the pharmacy. She stated the episode was now airing in Australia, adding that she received 60 emails from there.
Hearing no additional business to come before the Board, Commissioner Givens adjourned the meeting at 7:39 p.m.

L. Michelle Henson

Administration Office Secretary

AN AUDIO AND VIDEO RECORDING OF THIS MEETING RETAINED AT THE ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

Note: The minutes of regularly scheduled public meetings conducted by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton, following their approval, are posted at www.elkton.org. The minutes, in hard copy format, are retained indefinitely by the Town of Elkton, Administration Office, 100 Railroad Avenue, Elkton, Maryland 21921.
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