Mayor & Commissioners Meeting Minutes

June 1, 2016


The Mayor and Commissioners

of the Town of Elkton
MINUTES

June 1, 2016
The Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton (the “Board”) held their first regularly scheduled meeting in June on this date at 7:00 p.m. The following persons were present: Mayor Robert J. Alt; Commissioners Mary Jo Jablonski and Earl M. Piner, Sr.; Town Administrator Lewis H. George, Jr.; Finance Director Steven H. Repole; Director of Public Works J. Daniel Handley, P.E.; Administration Office Secretary L. Michelle Henson; and Town Attorney John P. Downs, Esquire. Commissioner Charles H. Givens, Sr. and Chief of Police Matthew Donnelly were excused from the meeting.

Mayor Alt called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance. Noting Commissioners Givens’ re-election, Mayor Alt added that Commissioner Givens would be sworn in at the June 15, 2016 Mayor and Commissioners meeting.

Mayor Alt stated that Commissioner Givens was in Texas attending his Granddaughter’s graduation from High School. 

Notice of Closed Meeting

On Wednesday May 25, 2016 at 7:52 p.m., during a regularly scheduled meeting of the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton (the “Board”), a Closed Meeting was requested and approved by all present pursuant to State Government Statutory Authority to Close Session, General Provisions Article, §3-305(b) (1) To discuss the appointment, employment, assignment, promotion, discipline, demotion, compensation, removal, resignation, or performance evaluation of appointees, employees, or officials over whom this public body has jurisdiction; or any other personnel matter that affects one or more specific individuals.

ACTION:
The minutes of the May 25, 2016 meeting were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present with no corrections or amendments.


ACTION: 
The Financial Report and bills submitted for payment were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Piner. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jablonski and approved by all present.

Ordinance 2016-001 Fiscal Year 2017 Budget – Presented for Adoption

Mayor Alt stated Ordinance 2016-001 Fiscal Year 2017 Budget was introduced on May 25, 2016 and was being presented for adoption this evening. 

ACTION:
Ordinance 2016-001 Fiscal Year 2017 Budget was adopted on a motion made by Commissioner Piner. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jablonski and approved by all present.

Administration of Oath of Office – Commissioner Earl M. Piner, Sr.

Mayor Alt congratulated Commissioner Piner on his re-election as Town Commissioner. Mayor Alt administered the Oath of Office to Commissioner Piner.


Commissioner Piner expressed appreciation to his wife and those who supported his re-election campaign. He stated he was happy to serve another term as Commissioner.


Chesapeake Employers – Presentation to Town of Elkton (Withdrawn)

Mayor Alt’s Report

Mayor Alt, referring to residents’ calls regarding the Town’s waste hauler, questioned if the vendor had made changes to the list of materials that would be taken. Mr. Handley stated recent changes at the Cecil County Central Landfill precipitated changes to the list of materials that the Town’s hauler will take. He stated construction debris was no longer being picked up, as any construction material would redirect the entire load to another area of the Landfill facility, resulting in higher tipping fees. Mr. Handley noted that Town residents could dispose of construction materials in a Town-maintained dumpster located at the Department of Public Works (DPW) facility.

Mayor Alt stated a resident questioned if the Town could impose an Ordinance requiring individuals to wear shirts in public, or in specified areas of Town. He asked Mr. Downs to research the topic.

Commissioner Jablonski’s Report

Commissioner Jablonski expressed concern regarding the safety of an individual who traveled Whitehall Road in a wheelchair. Noting the person did not have any reflective clothing or materials on the chair, Commissioner Jablonski asked the Elkton Police Department (EPD) to check on him.

Commissioner Jablonski expressed appreciation to everyone who helped with the Memorial Day Parade on May 30, 2016. She commended EPD and DPW for the efficiency in which road closures and re-openings were handled. 


Commissioner Jablonski thanked Mr. and Mrs. Dwight Hair for hosting the Memorial Day Parade’s Grand Marshall Colonel Davis.

Commissioner Jablonski congratulated Commissioner Piner on his re-election.


Commissioner Piner’s Report 

Commissioner Piner reiterated his gratitude to his supporters during his campaign. He stated his continued support for Elkton’s Police Officers.  

Commissioner Piner asked Mr. Downs to research the Town’s Code Chapter 9.20 Nuisance Abatement, asking if public property could be included in the Ordinance in order to deter criminal activity in public areas of Town.


Commissioner Piner requested enforcement of transient vendors who did not obtain permits prior to operating in Town neighborhoods.

Commissioner Piner expressed his desire to strengthen the relationship between the Town and Home Owners Associations (HOA). He stated communication between the Town and HOA’s would improve efficiency in addressing citizen concerns.

Commissioner Piner expressed support for immediate reduction of water and sewer fees. Mayor Alt concurred with Commissioner Piner, stating the process of water and sewer rate reduction was underway.

Mayor Alt, referring to a vacancy on the Board, advised that anyone interested in the appointment should contact the Mayor and Commissioners. He stated the Board would meet in Closed Session on June 15, 2016 to discuss the applications, with the goal of filling the vacancy by the July 6, 2016 Mayor and Commissioners meeting.

Public Comment

Mr. Rick Keane commended the Town for the Memorial Day Parade.

Mr. Dwight Hair asked the Board to ensure that property owners were billed when DPW was dispatched to cut their grass. Mr. George assured Mr. Hair that bills were sent to property owners for grass cutting.


Mr. Hair expressed support for the Town’s efforts in maintaining Main Street.


Mr. Richard Lemen, referring to the Board’s previous discussions regarding water meter replacement, questioned the status of the process. Mayor Alt stated he will be meeting with representatives of meter vendors at the upcoming Maryland Municipal League Summer Convention.

Mr. Lemen, referring to a previous visit by Town of Elkton representatives to Elkton High School, questioned if the program would be repeated. Mr. George stated Mr. Handley and representatives from Severn Trent, the Town’s Water and Wastewater Treatment Facilities Operator, visited Elkton High School. Mr. Handley added Mr. Sidney Ojofeitimi, the Town’s Stormwater Manager, also attended.


Mr. Kendall Gassaway requested patrols at Vince Drive in the Walnut Hill neighborhood.
Hearing no additional business to come before the Board, Commissioner Givens adjourned the meeting at 7:34 p.m.

L. Michelle Henson

Administration Office Secretary

AN AUDIO AND VIDEO RECORDING OF THIS MEETING RETAINED AT THE ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

Note: The minutes of regularly scheduled public meetings conducted by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton, following their approval, are posted at www.elkton.org. The minutes, in hard copy format, are retained indefinitely by the Town of Elkton, Administration Office, 100 Railroad Avenue, Elkton, Maryland 21921.
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