Mayor & Commissioners Meeting Minutes

April 15, 2015


The Mayor and Commissioners

of the Town of Elkton
MINUTES

April 15, 2015
The Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton (the “Board”) held their second regularly scheduled meeting in April on this date at 7:00 p.m. The following persons were present: Mayor Robert J. Alt; Commissioners Charles H. Givens, Sr.; Mary Jo Jablonski; Earl M. Piner, Sr.; Daniel R. VanReenen, Jr.; Town Administrator Lewis H. George, Jr.; Finance Director Steven H. Repole; Director of Public Works J. Daniel Handley; Administration Office Secretary L. Michelle Henson; and Town Attorney John P. Downs, Esquire. 

Mayor Alt called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ACTION:
The minutes of the April 1, 2015 meeting were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jablonski and approved by all present with no corrections or amendments.


ACTION:
The financial report and the bills submitted for payment were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present.


Mayor Alt reported that Columbia Bank increased the amount of interest the Town earned on funds. 


Proclamation P5-2015 Tourism Month

Mr. George presented Proclamation P5-2015 Tourism Month for approval. A copy of Proclamation P5-2015 was read and placed in the record of the minutes.

ACTION:
Proclamation P5-2015 Tourism Month was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner VanReenen and approved by all present.


Mayor Alt presented a copy of Proclamation P5-2015 Tourism Month to Ms. Dale Underwood, representing the Cecil County Visitors Center.

Commissioner Jablonski announced that Elkton recently received four of six awards from Cecil County’s Department of Economic Development. She stated the awards were: Project of the Year, Economic Impact, Town Participation, and Business of the Year, which was received by Minihane’s Irish Pub.


Severn Trent Environmental Services

Water / Wastewater Operations Report

Mr. Charles Fiero, Regional Manager, Severn Trent Environmental Services, introduced himself to the Board.


Mr. Ken Benner, Area Manager, Severn Trent Environmental Services, presented the Water/Wastewater Treatment Services Report for the months of February and March 2015. A copy of Mr. Benner’s report was placed in the record of the minutes.

Mr. Benner announced a group of 4th grade students are scheduled to tour the Wastewater Treatment Plant on May 19 – 20, 2015, and invited the Board to attend the tour.


Mayor Alt, noting the quality of Elkton’s drinking water, stated it should be bottled for sale.


Neighborhood Youth Panel Update

Ms. Dawn Rodenbaugh, Coordinator, and Ms. Barbara Smith, Local Management Board, Neighborhood Youth Panel, introduced themselves to the Board.

Ms. Rodenbaugh stated the Neighborhood Youth Panel (NYP) consists of a group of volunteers who mentor at-risk youth. She stated the NYP was funded by the Governor’s Office on Crime Control and Prevention, Cecil County, and local municipalities. Noting that state-level funding was diminishing, Ms. Rodenbaugh stated she requested an increase of $13,800 in funding support from Elkton and North East, stating Elkton’s proportionate share of the increase is $9,246. 


Discussion ensued regarding various NYP programs. 

Mayor Alt, noting the NYP’s 90% success rate with at-risk youth, commended the program and expressed support for continued funding assistance. Commissioners Givens and VanReenen concurred with Mayor Alt’s comments.


Town Administrator’s Report

Mr. George, referring to Walnut Hill Water Tower Rehabilitation Project 2014-005, stated the project was awarded to Minoan, Inc., and added the pre-construction meeting was scheduled for May 7, 2015.

Mr. George, referring to Well House 2R Project 2014-004, stated the pre-bid meeting was scheduled for April 22, 2015, and bids were due May 22, 2015.

Mr. George, referring to the Big Elk Sanitary Sewer Pump Station Influent Screen Project 2014-001, stated the equipment required to complete the project was expected in mid-May.


Mr. George reported that Well No. 5, located near the Wastewater Treatment Plant, was in the design phase and would be put out to bid in about 6 months. 

Mayor Alt’s Report

Mayor Alt stated the Kwanzan Cherry Trees planted adjacent to Town Hall were a welcome addition to the area. 



Mayor Alt, referring to the resumption of yard waste collection, reiterated that the State of Maryland required the Town to identify an alternative to placement of yard waste in streets.

Mayor Alt, referring to a Downtown Master Plan developed in 2003 – 2004, asked the Board to revisit the plan. 

Mayor Alt, referring to a previous workshop meeting at which a business loan program operated in the City of Havre de Grace was discussed, stated he wanted the Board to continue discussions regarding economic development, and added that he wanted to include facets of the Downtown Master Plan in the discussions.


Commissioner Jablonski’s Report

Commissioner Jablonski stated the Town’s Yard Waste Removal Schedule was posted on the Town’s website at www.elkton.org. 


Commissioner Jablonski commended Elkton Police regarding increased patrols.

Commissioner Jablonski, referring to a “Do Not Enter” sign placed at South and Main Streets, questioned if a different directional sign could be placed. Mr. George stated the sign met standards set forth under the Maryland Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.

Commissioner Piner’s Report 

Commissioner Piner expressed concerns for the safety of pedestrians using the median areas of Route 40.


Commissioner Piner requested enforcement of the Town’s Ordinance regarding prohibition of overnight camping in public parks.


Commissioner VanReenen’s Report 

Commissioner VanReenen stated the Singerly Fire Department offered to provide volunteers to assist with road closures during Town events. 

Commissioner VanReenen, referring to instances in which Department of Public Works staff was utilized to remove eviction-related property from public sidewalks, questioned if the fees were appropriate. Mayor Alt requested a list of fees charged by the Town.

Commissioner Givens’ Report

Commissioner Givens commended the Elkton Police Department for recent “saturation” patrols. 


Commissioner Givens questioned if Mr. George scheduled a visit to Elkton High School. Mr. George answered in the affirmative, stating that he, Mr. Repole, Ms. Minner and Chief Donnelly planned to make a Municipal Government presentation on May 28, 2015. He invited the Board to participate in the presentation.


Public Comment

Mr. Ron Waldrop requested enforcement of the Town’s Ordinance that required dog owners to clean up after their pets.


Ms. Margie Blystone displayed the downtown’s Arts and Entertainment “Art Loop” banners. She stated the Art Loop event continued to grow and displayed “rack cards” which could be placed at area hotels and visitor information centers. She noted the cards were printed courtesy of the Cecil Guardian. 

Mayor Alt, referring to a recent Art Loop event, questioned the number of visitors to the downtown. Ms. Blystone answered that about 300 people visited the downtown during the recent Art Loop event.


Commissioner Jablonski noted Gracie’s Café Open Mic night was gaining in popularity, noting the venue would celebrate its anniversary during the May First Friday event.

Ms. Evelyn Mueller requested approval to hold an organized walk called “Out of the Darkness” to enhance awareness of suicide prevention. She stated the event would be held later in the year, and expected up to 300 participants. She added that she previously discussed the route and related information with Lt. Waldridge.

ACTION:
The request to hold an organized walk to enhance awareness of suicide prevention was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner VanReenen and approved by all present.

Ms. Theresa Dill stated she was a resident of the Hollingsworth Manor neighborhood. She expressed her desire to “take her neighborhood back” and requested the Board’s assistance. Ms. Barbara Smith and Ms. Carnation Chadwick echoed Ms. Dill’s comments. 

Ms. Dill expressed appreciation to the Elkton Police for increased patrols in Hollingsworth Manor.


Ms. Chadwick expressed support for a Police substation and requested additional street lighting in Hollingsworth Manor.


Mayor Alt expressed support for the residents of Hollingsworth Manor, noting that he would ask Chief Donnelly to contact Ms. Dill and her neighbors upon his return to the office.


Mayor Alt, referring to Ms. Chadwick’s request for a substation, noted that each patrol car was a mobile substation. 


Ms. Chadwick requested stricter regulations pertaining to landlords and the tenants to whom they leased their property.


Ms. Chadwick expressed support for recreational programs.


Ms. Smith stated she managed the West End Gardens Motel and expressed appreciation for the support she received from the Elkton Police Department. She also requested increased patrols of the area.

Commissioner VanReenen suggested a Neighborhood Watch Program, such as the one in the Walnut Hill neighborhood. 

Motion for a Closed Meeting


ACTION:
Pursuant to State Government Article § 10-508 to (5); consider the investment of public funds; and (7) to consult with counsel to obtain legal advice on a legal matter; Commissioner Givens made a motion for a Closed Meeting. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jablonski and approved by all present. 


Mayor Alt announced that the public meeting would not reconvene.

Hearing no additional business to come before the Board, Mayor Alt adjourned the meeting at 8:21 p.m.

L. Michelle Henson

Administration Office Secretary

AN AUDIO AND VIDEO RECORDING OF THIS MEETING RETAINED AT THE ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

Note: The minutes of regularly scheduled public meetings conducted by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton, following their approval, are posted at www.elkton.org. The minutes, in hard copy format, are retained indefinitely by the Town of Elkton, Administration Office, 100 Railroad Avenue, Elkton, Maryland 21921.
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