Mayor & Commissioners Meeting Minutes

April 6, 2016


The Mayor and Commissioners

of the Town of Elkton
MINUTES

April 6, 2016
The Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton (the “Board”) held their first regularly scheduled meeting in March on this date at 7:00 p.m. The following persons were present: Mayor Robert J. Alt; Commissioners Charles H. Givens, Sr.; Mary Jo Jablonski; Earl M. Piner, Sr.; and Daniel R. VanReenen, Jr.; Finance Director Steven H. Repole; Town Administrator Lewis H. George, Jr.; Director of Public Works J. Daniel Handley, P.E.; Administration Office Secretary L. Michelle Henson; and Town Attorney John P. Downs, Esquire. 


Mayor Alt called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Alt announced that Chief of Police Matthew Donnelly was attending a continuing education class and would not be in attendance.

ACTION:
The minutes of the March 16, 2016 meeting were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner VanReenen and approved by all present with no corrections or amendments.


ACTION: 
The Financial Report and bills submitted for payment were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner VanReenen.


Discussion

Commissioner Givens questioned what the Blue Book was. Mr. George stated the Blue Book was a listing of contractors.


Vote

Noting a motion and a second, Mayor Alt requested a vote regarding the Financial Report and bills submitted for payment. The record of the vote follows:

Mayor Alt: Aye

Commissioner Givens: Aye

Commissioner Jablonski: Motion

Commissioner Piner: Aye

Commissioner VanReenen: Second


Budget Amendment 2016-007

Mr. Repole presented Budget Amendment 2016-007 to recognize the receipt of a $50,000 Elkton Downtown Façade Grant through the Community Legacy Program for the purpose of Neighborhood Revitalization.

Mr. Repole stated the grant funds were awarded to 3 recipients, adding that the State of Maryland distributed the funds through the Town of Elkton.


ACTION:
Budget Amendment 2016-007 was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present.

Proclamation P4-2016 Fair Housing Month

Mr. George presented Proclamation P4-2016 Fair Housing Month, a copy of which was read and placed in the record of the minutes.

ACTION:
Proclamation P4-2016 Fair Housing Month was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens and approved by all present. 


Town Administrator’s Report

Recommendation of Award Project 2015-001 Well Houses 2R & 5


Mr. George stated the Bids for Project 2015-001 Well Houses 2R & 5, which were opened at the March 16, 2016 Mayor & Commissioners meeting, had been reviewed by KCI Technologies, Inc., the Town’s engineer. He stated that KCI recommended Wickersham Construction, Inc., the low bidder, at $1,128,750.

ACTION:
The recommendation to award Project 2015-001 Well Houses 2R & 5 to Wickersham Construction, Inc. was approved on a motion made by Commissioner VanReenen. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jablonski and approved by all present.


Resolution R6-2016 Disposition of Surplus Vehicles

Mr. George presented Resolution R6-2016 Disposition of Surplus Property for approval. He stated Resolution R6-2016 declared 3 vehicles from the Elkton Police Department as surplus property. He stated the vehicles would be sold at auction and the proceeds from the sale would be placed in the General Fund. A copy of Resolution R6-2016 was read and placed in the record of the minutes.

ACTION:
Resolution R6-2016 Disposition of Surplus Vehicles was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Piner. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jablonski and approved by all present.


Fireworks Extravaganza July 4th Proposal

Mr. George presented the Fireworks Extravaganza July 4th proposal. He stated Fireworks Extravaganza proposed a 23-minute show, consisting of 3,115 shells, at a cost of $16,500. He noted the rain date was July 5, 2016.

ACTION:
The Fireworks Extravaganza July 4th proposal was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner VanReenen and approved by all present.


Mayor Alt’s Report

Mayor Alt state the local Toys for Tots Organization requested to place a banner at Meadow Park to announce a fundraising event. He asked Mr. George to coordinate the banner placement with Parks & Recreation.

Mayor Alt announced the Elkton Little League Opening Day Parade and other events were scheduled for Saturday April 9th 10:00 a.m. He stated the Board was invited to attend.


Mayor Alt stated the final compilation of Fiscal Year 2017 Budget information would be discussed at the April 13, 2016 Workshop.

Mayor Alt, referring to the Board’s previous discussions regarding a request to permit wine tasting at the Farmers Market during selected First Friday Events, queried the Board for a consensus regarding approval of limited wine tasting events. It was the consensus of the Board to approve limited wine tasting during selected First Friday Events. 


Mayor Alt stated he received a request for financial support from the Cecil County Victim Memorial organization. He stated the group was holding a Memorial Service on April 10, 2016 in Perryville, adding that the Board was invited to attend. He asked the Board for a consensus regarding inclusion of a donation to the organization in the Fiscal Year 2017 Budget.

Commissioner VanReenen stated he would support the organization. Commissioners Givens and Piner expressed support for the organization and requested additional information. 


Commissioner Piner’s Report

Commissioner Piner asked the Board to consider budgeting funds for E-Town Elite, a non-profit, local basketball team that supported area youth.


Commissioner Piner stated he attended Gracie’s Café 5-year anniversary celebration and commended the organizers for their success.


Commissioner Piner stated he attended the opening of the Farmers Market on April 2nd and commended the vendors for their products and setup.

Commissioner Piner requested maintenance on Hearthstone Drive.


Commissioner Piner requested installation of a street sign at the intersection of Castlestone Drive and Chalice Drive.

Commissioner Piner, referring to previous discussions regarding speeding issues on Whitehall Road, reiterated his request to install speed-calming devices.

Commissioner Jablonski’s Report

Commissioner Jablonski reported that Singerly Fire Company was scheduled to host the Cumberland Valley Volunteer Firemen’s Association 115th Annual Convention in August. She stated the final day of the convention ended with a parade. She asked if the Fire Company should appear at an upcoming Mayor & Commissioners to discuss the planned road closures. Mayor Alt stated Singerly Fire Company representatives should attend an upcoming meeting to discuss the planned parade and subsequent road closure requests. 


 Commissioner Jablonski, referring to recent road restoration activity on Route 213, asked Mr. George to contact the State Highway Administration to request placement of turn arrows on the road surface.

Mayor Alt, referring to resumption of yard waste pickup, questioned the amount of grass clippings that had been collected. Mr. Handley stated Department of Public Works (DPW) crews collected 18 tons of clippings in 2 days.


Mayor Alt questioned the status of mowing equipment. Mr. Handley stated mowing equipment was in good working order. 

Mayor Alt queried if DPW had reached its complement of trucks. Mr. Handley stated one truck order was outstanding due to the engine size.

Public Comment

Historic Elk Landing Foundation Board Member Ms. Pat Opal and Mr. Josh Brown, Board President introduced themselves to the Board. 

Mayor Alt stated he recently met with the Elk Landing Board of Directors to discuss the entrance gate at the property. He expressed his desire to have DPW metal worker Mr. Ed Dowell create a custom gate for the entrance. 

 Discussion ensued regarding accomplishments and goals of the Board of Directors. Mr. Brown expressed his desire to provide tours to local school children, adding that 230 students from Elkton Middle School toured the site in 2015.


 Ms. Opal announced students from Elkton Middle School were scheduled to assist with yard cleanup activities on April 28th from 9:00 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. She added the event includes a history lesson regarding the Revolutionary War and War of 1812. 

Mr. Brown stated a group of 5th grade students from Holly Hall Elementary was scheduled to tour Mt. Harmon and Elk Landing on June 2nd. 


 Mr. Brown stated the purpose of bringing school students to Elk Landing was to illustrate the rich history of Elkton.

Mr. Robert Litzenberg stated the Hollingsworth Family Cemetery was located at Walnut Lane, adding that the earliest grave was dated July, 1776.
Hearing no additional business to come before the Board, Commissioner Givens adjourned the meeting at 7:41p.m.

L. Michelle Henson

Administration Office Secretary

AN AUDIO AND VIDEO RECORDING OF THIS MEETING RETAINED AT THE ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

Note: The minutes of regularly scheduled public meetings conducted by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton, following their approval, are posted at www.elkton.org. The minutes, in hard copy format, are retained indefinitely by the Town of Elkton, Administration Office, 100 Railroad Avenue, Elkton, Maryland 21921.
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