Mayor & Commissioners Meeting Minutes

March 4, 2015


The Mayor and Commissioners

of the Town of Elkton
MINUTES

March 4, 2015
The Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton (the “Board”) held their first regularly scheduled meeting in March on this date at 7:00 p.m. The following persons were present: Mayor Robert J. Alt; Commissioners Charles H. Givens, Sr.; Mary Jo Jablonski; Earl M. Piner, Sr.; Daniel R. VanReenen, Jr.; Town Administrator Lewis H. George, Jr.; Finance Director Steven H. Repole; Elkton Police Department Chief Matthew Donnelly; Director of Public Works J. Daniel Handley, P.E.; Director of Parks and Recreation Mary C. Magaw; Administration Office Secretary L. Michelle Henson; Town Attorney John P. Downs, Esquire and Associate Lisa M. Hamilton, Esquire. 
Mayor Alt called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ACTION:
The minutes of the February 18, 2015 meeting were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present with no corrections or amendments.


ACTION:
The financial report and the bills submitted for payment were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens and approved by all present.


Certificate of Recognition – Mr. Jay Combs

A Certificate of Recognition was presented to Mr. Jay Combs for his volunteer work as a referee for the Elkton Parks and Recreation Youth Basketball League. A copy of the certificate was read and placed in the record of the minutes.


Annexation Resolution A1-2015

Pivotal Holdings, Inc. d/b/a Elkton Gas – Regarding property located on Belle Hill Road, 
identified as Tax Map 303, Parcel 1020 – Presented for Introduction

Mr. George stated the Board, at the February 18, 2015 meeting, accepted a Petition for Annexation from Pivotal Holdings, Inc., d/b/a Elkton Gas, for property located on Belle Hill Road, identified as Tax Map 303, Parcel 1020, adding that Elkton Gas planned to construct a business office on the parcel. 


Mr. George stated Resolution A1-2015, if accepted for introduction, would be presented for adoption at a Public Hearing on May 6, 2015, and effective on June 20, 2015.

ACTION:
Annexation Resolution A1-2015 Pivotal Holdings, Inc. d/b/a Elkton Gas, for property located on Belle Hill Road, identified as Tax Map 303, Parcel 1020, was approved for introduction on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present.

Request for Waiver of Alcohol Prohibition

Elkton Alliance – Citizen of the Year Banquet March 26, 2015

Minihane’s Irish Pub & North Street Hotel – St. Patrick’s Day Event March 14, 2015


Mr. George presented requests for waiver of the Town’s Alcoholic Beverage Restriction Ordinance in order to permit public consumption of alcohol during the following events: Elkton Alliance Citizen of the Year Banquet, held in the Elkton Municipal Building’s Community Room on March 26, 2015; Minihane’s Irish Pub and North Street Hotel St. Patrick’s Day Events, held on March 14, 2015. 

ACTION:
The request from the Elkton Alliance for a waiver of the Town’s Alcoholic Beverage Restriction Ordinance for the Citizen of the Year Banquet, held at the Elkton Municipal Building Community Room on March 26, 2015, and Minihane’s Irish Pub and North Street Hotel St. Patrick’s Day Events on March 14, 2015, were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. Commissioner Piner seconded the motion. Commissioner Jablonski abstained from the vote. The record of the vote is as follows:

Mayor Alt: Aye

Commissioner Givens: Motion

Commissioner Jablonski: Abstain
Commissioner Piner: Second
Commissioner VanReenen: Aye

Walnut Hill Water Tower Rehabilitation Project 2014-005 


Recommendation of Award

Mr. George stated the Town received 6 bids regarding the Walnut Hill Water Tower Rehabilitation Project 2014-005. He stated the bids were opened at the February 4, 2015 Mayor and Commissioners meeting, and the apparent low bid was sent to KCI Technologies, the Town’s engineering firm, for review and qualification, and subsequently disqualified due to failure to meet project credentials. He stated the second low bid was forwarded to KCI, and was subsequently disqualified due to failure to meet project credentials.

Mr. George stated the third low bidder, Minoan, Inc., of York, Pennsylvania, met all project credentials. He recommended award of the bid to Minoan, Inc. 


ACTION:
The Walnut Hill Water Tower Rehabilitation Project 2014-005 was awarded to Minoan, Inc. on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens and approved by all present.

Ordinance 6-2014 – Amending the Elkton Zoning Ordinance Article XVI Signs, 
Section 19 Permitted Signs, by adding Subsection 7 Permanent Residential 
Subdivision or Multi-Family Signs – Presented for Approval

Mr. George presented Ordinance 6-2014 Amending the Elkton Zoning Ordinance Article XVI Signs, Section 19 Permitted Signs, by adding Subsection 7 Permanent Residential Subdivision or Multi-Family Signs, for approval.


He stated Ordinance 6-2014, which was introduced at a Public Hearing on February 18, 2015, amended the Elkton Zoning Ordinance regarding signage at residential neighborhoods. Commissioner VanReenen, referring to a prohibition regarding electronic signage, questioned if existing electronic message boards would be permitted. Mr. George answered in the affirmative. 


 Mr. Richard Keane, member of the Elkton Planning Commission, stated electronic message boards were not permitted under Ordinance 6-2014 in order to avoid “gaudy” signage at neighborhood entrances.

 
ACTION:
Ordinance 6-2014 was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Piner. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jablonski and approved by all present. 

Mayor Alt’s Report

Mayor Alt reported that former Town Attorney H. Norman Wilson was injured after falling on ice. 

Commissioner Piner’s Report

Commissioner Piner, referring to his proposed Mayor and Commissioners Golf and Basketball Tournaments, stated recent weather events affected the scheduling of the Basketball Tournament. 

Commissioner VanReenen’s Report

Commissioner VanReenen, referring to the Board’s Fiscal Year 2016 Budget discussions, stated he was excited to be part of the process, and encouraged questions from the public.

Mayor Alt, referring to the Elkton Police Department vehicle replacement proposal, asked Mr. Handley to provide a similar program for Department of Public Works (DPW) vehicles and equipment. Mayor Alt commended Lt. Lawrence Waldridge for the presentation regarding vehicle replacement. Commissioner Givens concurred with Mayor Alt’s comments.

Commissioner Jablonski’s Report

Commissioner Jablonski announced Mr. Roger Owens was named the Elkton Alliance Citizen of the Year, stating the annual banquet would be held on March 26, 2015 in the Elkton Municipal Building Community Room.


Public Comment

Mr. Ron Waldrup commended DPW crews for snow removal during the recent snows.


Mr. Steven Linkous, resident of the Holly Hall neighborhood, referring to the Board’s recent discussions regarding annexation of properties in Holly Hall and Thomson Estates, expressed support for the process. 

Mr. George stated individuals could request annexation at any time. Mayor Alt questioned if entire neighborhoods could request annexation. Mr. George stated the Town would initiate a survey to Holly Hall, which would include assessment and billing information for water/sewer and trash removal services.

Discussion ensued regarding comparisons of billing for in-Town residents vs out-of-Town residents. Mayor Alt stated a real property assessment of $150,000 was the break-even point.

Commissioner Piner expressed support for annexation to create an even border of the Town.

Commissioner VanReenen expressed support for annexation, and questioned the cost to the Town of the process, expressing concerns that a mass annexation would negatively affect Police resources. He questioned the number of properties involved in the potential annexation. Mr. Linkous stated there were approximately 100 properties in the Holly Hall neighborhood. Mayor Alt stated there were approximately 400 potential annexations. 

Mr. Walter Chicosky, resident of Bowling Lane, Thomson Estates, echoed Mr. Linkous’ comments regarding annexation. He asked the Board to annex his property.  


Mr. Richard Lemen commended EPD and DPW regarding their Fiscal Year 2016 Budget presentations. Mr. Lemen suggested involving employee input regarding cost reductions.

 Mr. Robert Litzenberg suggested that Cecil County municipalities should partner to discuss issues regarding increasing crime with the Cecil County State’s Attorney. 

Ms. Pat Opal expressed support for amending the starting time of the Mayor and Commissioners meetings to 6:00 p.m. 

Motion for a Closed Meeting


ACTION:
Pursuant to State Government Article § 10-508 to discuss (1) (i) the appointment, employment, assignment, promotion, discipline, demotion, compensation, removal, resignation or performance evaluation of appointees, employees or officials over whom the Town has jurisdiction; and (7) to consult with counsel to obtain legal advice on a legal matter; Commissioner Givens made a motion for a Closed Meeting. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present. 


Mayor Alt announced that the public meeting would not reconvene.

Hearing no additional business to come before the Board, Mayor Alt adjourned the meeting at 7:53 p.m.

L. Michelle Henson

Administration Office Secretary

AN AUDIO AND VIDEO RECORDING OF THIS MEETING RETAINED AT THE ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

Note: The minutes of regularly scheduled public meetings conducted by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton, following their approval, are posted at www.elkton.org. The minutes, in hard copy format, are retained indefinitely by the Town of Elkton, Administration Office, 100 Railroad Avenue, Elkton, Maryland 21921.
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