Mayor & Commissioners Meeting Minutes

February 4, 2015


The Mayor and Commissioners

of the Town of Elkton
MINUTES

February 4, 2015
The Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton (the “Board”) held their first regularly scheduled meeting in February on this date at 7:00 p.m. The following persons were present: Commissioners Charles H. Givens, Sr.; Mary Jo Jablonski; Earl M. Piner, Sr.; Daniel R. VanReenen, Jr.; Town Administrator Lewis H. George, Jr.; Finance Director Steven H. Repole; Elkton Police Department Chief Matthew Donnelly; Director of Public Works J. Daniel Handley, P.E.; Administration Office Secretary L. Michelle Henson; and Town Attorney John P. Downs, Esquire. Mayor Alt was excused from the meeting. 
Commissioner Givens called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Commissioner Givens announced that Mayor Alt was out of Town and would not be in attendance.


Notice of Closed Meeting 

On Wednesday, January 21, 2015 at 8:22 p.m., during a regularly scheduled meeting of the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton, a Closed Meeting was requested and approved by all present Pursuant to State Government Article § 10-508 (7) to consult with counsel to obtain legal advice on a legal matter. Attendance: Mayor Robert J. Alt; Commissioners Charles H. Givens, Sr.; Mary Jo Jablonski; Earl M. Piner, Sr.; Daniel R. VanReenen, Jr.; Town Administrator Lewis H. George, Jr.; Finance Director Steven H. Repole; Administration Office Secretary L. Michelle Henson; and Town Attorneys John P. Downs, Esquire and Lisa M. Hamilton, Esquire.


ACTION:
The minutes of the January 21, 2015 meeting were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Piner. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jablonski and approved by all present with no corrections or amendments.


ACTION:
The financial report and the bills submitted for payment were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present.


Budget Amendment 2015-007

Mr. Repole presented Budget Amendment 2015-007 to recognize the seizure and subsequent forfeiture of $800.00 in Seized Funds and their use in funding a Drug Awareness Public Service Announcement “loop” video to be placed a the Drug Drop Box, located at Town Hall.


ACTION:
Budget Amendment 2015-007 was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. Commissioner VanReenen seconded the motion. Commissioner Piner abstained from the vote. The record of the vote is as follows:

Commissioner Givens: Aye

Commissioner Jablonski: Motion

Commissioner Piner: Abstain

Commissioner VanReenen: Second


Town Administrator’s Report


Ordinance 1-2015 – Parking Meter Zones – Presented for Adoption

Mr. George presented Ordinance 1-2015 Parking Meter Zones for adoption. He stated Ordinance 1-2015, which was introduced on January 21, 2015, deleted parking meters from the North Street Parking Lot and South Street, between Howard and High Streets.


ACTION:
Ordinance 1-2015 Parking Meter Zones was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Piner. The motion was seconded by Commissioner VanReenen and approved by all present.

Ordinance 2-2015 – Parking Schedules – Presented for Adoption

Mr. George presented Ordinance 2-2015 Parking Schedules for adoption. He stated Ordinance 2-2015, which was introduced on January 21, 2015, increased parking time limits from 2 hours to 3 hours on South Street and in the North Street Parking Lot between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.


Commissioner Jablonski, referring to the Board’s previous discussions regarding increased parking times in specific areas, asked the Board to table Ordinance 2-2015 in order to add Main Street to the Ordinance. She noted that Main Street was specifically included in the Board’s discussions at the January 11, 2015 workshop regarding increased parking times, and asked to have Ordinance 2-2015, as amended, presented at the February 18, 2015 meeting for adoption.


ACTION:
Ordinance 2-2015 Parking Schedules was tabled in order to amend the Ordinance by adding Main Street on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner VanReenen and approved by all present.

Bid Opening – Walnut Hill Water Tower Rehabilitation Project 2014-005

Mr. George stated the Town solicited bids from contractors to conduct a rehabilitation of the Walnut Hill Water Tower. He stated the Town received 6 bids for the project. The bids were opened and read into the record of the minutes. The bid results were as follows.

	Name
	Address 
	Bid Price

	D & M Painting Corporation
	1500 Amity Ridge Road

Washington, Pennsylvania 15301
	$430,100.00

	Horizon Brothers
	9552 East Highland Road

Howell, Michigan 48843
	$875,000.00

	Ionion Painting, Inc.
	4301 East Lombard Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21224
	$495,000.00

	K & K Painting, Inc.
	1704 Joplin Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21224
	$534,550.00

	Manolis Painting, Inc.
	539 North Dean Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21205
	$618,750.00

	Minoan, Inc.
	230 Palomino Drive

York, Pennsylvania 1742
	$526,000.00



Mr. George recommended a tentative award to D & M Painting Corporation contingent upon review and qualification of the contractor by KCI Technologies, the Town’s engineer.


Commissioner VanReenen questioned which contractors previously performed rehabilitation work on the Town’s water towers. Mr. George stated the Belle Hill Water Tower was refurbished by K & K Painting, and Minoan rehabilitated the Thomson Estates Standpipe. He added that he could not immediately recall the name of the contractor that performed the rehabilitation of the Blue Ball Water Tower, stating he would provide the information.


Commissioner VanReenen, referring to change orders that occurred during the Belle Hill Water Tower Rehabilitation Project, questioned if all necessary equipment, as well as a contingency of additional water usage, was covered in the contract. Mr. George answered in the affirmative.


Commissioner Jablonski’s Report

Commissioner Jablonski, referring to the  Board’s previous discussions regarding Light Emitting Diode (LED) lighting upgrades for the downtown area, stated American Energy Corporation offered a bulb the Town could utilize on a trial basis at the intersection of North and Main Streets. She stated Delmarva Power approved the use of the bulb, and she asked the Board for approval of installation. It was the consensus of the Board to initiate installation of the LED light at the intersection of North and Main Streets for a trial period.


Commissioner Piner’s Report

Commissioner Piner stated his brother, Joe Piner, recently providing a showing of his documentary regarding wild horses of the American west. He stated approximately 45 people attending the showing, and commended his brother for a job well done.


Commissioner VanReenen’s Report


Commissioner VanReenen, referring to the Financial Report, noted payment to Driftwood Lawn Care for maintenance of the Town’s stormwater management areas. He questioned if the project had been put to bid. Mr. Handley stated he solicited proposals and Driftwood was the low bidder.

Public Comment

Commissioner Givens, noting a large number of attendees in the audience, stated he expected the large turnout was due to a planned activity in the Elkton Heights neighborhood. Commissioner Givens then requested that Mr. Steven Jones speak in order to provide information regarding the activity.

Mr. Steven Jones stated he was opening a recovery house on Bow Street. He stated it was the second recovery house of its kind in Cecil County. Mr. Jones stated the facility would house 8 individuals recovering from alcohol and drug addiction. Mr. Jones, referring to the Federal Fair Housing Act, stated that up to 8 recovering addicts were permitted to live in a home just as families live. Stating that the Cecil County Health Department supported the group home, he invited neighbors to contact him with questions or concerns regarding the facility.


Mr. Jones stated the home would be open for up to 8 men, with whom a contract would be entered into and enforced. He listed terms under which the residents would live in the home, including any drug or alcohol use would result in immediate eviction, and that residents had 30 days to attain employment.

Discussion ensued regarding other similar facilities in Cecil County. 

Commissioner VanReenen questioned if the facility was considered a half-way house. Mr. Jones answered in the negative. 

Commissioner VanReenen questioned if a resident’s stay could be unlimited. Mr. Jones answered in the negative.


Commissioner VanReenen questioned if the facility would have a curfew. Mr. Jones answered in the affirmative, stating weeknight curfew was 10:00 p.m. and weekend curfew was 11:00 p.m. He noted if a resident had a valid reason for not returning by curfew, such as employment, an exception would be made.

Mr. Jones stated the rules for the first 30 days’ stay were very stringent, and after a 30-day review, a resident could attain privileges, such as an overnight visit with family, etc.

Commissioner VanReenen questioned if the facility would have a house manager. Mr. Jones answered in the affirmative. Referring to the contract, Mr. Jones added that residents would be required to attend Alcoholics Anonymous or Narcotics Anonymous meetings. He 
stated individuals in addiction recovery sought out facilities such as these to obtain structured progress in their lives.

Commissioner VanReenen, noting the facility would house up to 8 residents, questioned if parking would be an issue. Mr. Jones answered that there were 3 parking spaces in the rear of the house, and 2 in the front. He added that residents living in a home such as this likely have no vehicle.

Commissioner Piner commended Mr. Jones for his efforts and questioned if the facility would house a medical provider. Mr. Jones answered in the negative, stating that if any resident used prescribed medications, those medications would be kept in a secure location.

Commissioner Jablonski questioned if the Cecil County Health Department was involved with the facility. Mr. Jones stated the Cecil County Health Department would provide referrals to the facility.

Commissioner Jablonski questioned the funding for the facility. Mr. Jones stated the Health Department would fund a resident for 30 days, during which time the resident was required to obtain employment.


Mr. Jones stated the goal of the group living arrangement was to provide the therapeutic value of one addict helping another. 

Ms. Joanne Clark commended Mr. Jones for his efforts, stating that the facility was not appropriate in the neighborhood.

Mr. George stated that Federal Law permitted a group home of 8 or less members in a residential area. He stated the creation of this facility was not a Town of Elkton decision. 

Mr. Willard Bryan, noting the home’s proximity to schools, expressed opposition to the facility.

Ms. Gina Gills stated she lived next door to the proposed facility and expressed opposition. She reiterated Mr. Bryan’s concerns regarding the proximity to local schools. She stated the facility should not be located in a residential zone.

Mr. Downs reiterated Mr. George’s statement that the issue was not before the Board for a vote, as the Board had no authority on the matter. 

Ms. Jennifer Turk expressed support for the facility. 

Ms. Deborah Arnold expressed opposition to the facility, stating it should not be located in a residential zone.

Mr. James Hutchison expressed opposition to the facility, noting the proximity to elementary schools.

Mr. Pat (no last time given) expressed support for the facility. He stated opening facilities such as this could help change the reputation of Cecil County from that of getting drugs to that of leaving drugs.

Ms. Bonnie Pacino expressed opposition to the facility. She stated the home was a small, 4-bedroom structure, and having 8 residents in the facility would adversely affect the property and neighborhood.

Mr. Ron Waldrop noted the Fair Housing Act permitted the use of the property as a group home, and stated the situation could not be altered at the local level.

Mr. Edward Ginder stated he served on the Board of Haven House, a local men’s shelter. He stated there was a need for facilities such as this, but they should not be in residential areas.

Ms. DJ Slagter stated she was a resident of the 300-block of Buttonwoods Road. Noting the Board’s previous discussions regarding parking issues in the Buttonwoods neighborhood, she asked for reinstatement of designated parking. 

Discussion ensued regarding the cars to home ratio and possible remedies to the parking situation, including reinstatement of the Homeowners Association (HOA) and parking passes. Ms. Henson noted that issuance of parking passes did not equate to an assignment of parking spaces, nor did it guarantee that a resident could park directly in front of their home.


Commissioner VanReenen stated the Board would discuss parking in the Buttonwoods neighborhood at the February 11, 2015 workshop, at which Department of Public Works Director Mr. Dan Handley would provide proposals to create additional parking spots.

Mr. Bob Winwood stated his area had 72 spots for 36 homes. He stated a third vehicle created the issue for neighbors.

Ms. Kelly Winwood expressed frustration regarding the lack of parking near her home.

Hearing no additional business to come before the Board, Commissioner Givens adjourned the meeting at 8:55 p.m.

L. Michelle Henson

Administration Office Secretary

AN AUDIO AND VIDEO RECORDING OF THIS MEETING RETAINED AT THE ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

Note: The minutes of regularly scheduled public meetings conducted by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton, following their approval, are posted at www.elkton.org. The minutes, in hard copy format, are retained indefinitely by the Town of Elkton, Administration Office, 100 Railroad Avenue, Elkton, Maryland 21921.
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