Mayor & Commissioners Meeting Minutes

January 6, 2016


The Mayor and Commissioners

of the Town of Elkton
MINUTES

January 6, 2016
The Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton (the “Board”) held their first regularly scheduled meeting in January on this date at 7:00 p.m. The following persons were present: Mayor Robert J. Alt; Commissioners Charles H. Givens, Sr.; Mary Jo Jablonski; Earl M. Piner, Sr.; and Daniel R. VanReenen, Jr.; Town Administrator Lewis H. George, Jr.; Elkton Police Department Captain Joseph Zurolo; Director of Public Works J. Daniel Handley, P.E.; Administration Office Secretary L. Michelle Henson; and Town Attorney John P. Downs, Esquire. 

Mayor Alt called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ACTION:
The minutes of the December 16, 2015 meeting were approved on motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jablonski and approved by all present with no corrections or amendments.


ACTION: 
The Financial Report and bills submitted for payment were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Piner. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jablonski and approved by all present.


Mayor Alt, noting that the Financial Report contained data up through December 31, 2015, announced the following Statement of Cash Balances: General Fund $2,078,455.38; Water Fund: $1,779,883.41; Sewer Fund: $7,910,881.09; Major Facility: $6,015,273.38; Grand Total: $17,784,493.26. A copy of the Statement of Cash Balances was placed into the record of the minutes.


Town Administrator’s Report

Ordinance 8-2015 Non-Conforming Residential Structures – Presented for Adoption

Mr. George presented Ordinance 8-2015 Non-Conforming Residential Structures for adoption. He stated the purpose of Ordinance 8-2015 was to amend the Elkton Zoning Ordinance to provide for existing single family dwellings to remain in certain Commercial Zones to remain as residential dwellings until removed and replaced with a conforming structure. A copy of Ordinance 8-2015 Non-Conforming Residential Structures was placed in the record of the minutes. 

ACTION:
Ordinance 8-2015 Non-Conforming Residential Structures was adopted on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present.


Ordinance 9-2015 Permitted Signs – Presented for Adoption

Mr. George presented Ordinance 9-2015 Permitted Signs for adoption. He stated the purpose of Ordinance 9-2015 was to amend the Elkton Zoning Ordinance to increase the size of permitted signage in Residential Office (RO) zones. A copy of Ordinance 9-2015 was placed in the record of the minutes.


ACTION:
Ordinance 9-2015 Permitted Signs was adopted on a motion made by Commissioner VanReenen. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens and approved by all present.


Ordinance 10-2015 – Public Owned Recreation – Presented for Adoption

Mr. George presented Ordinance 10-2015 Public Owned Recreation for adoption. He stated the purpose of Ordinance 10-2015 was to amend the Elkton Zoning Ordinance to provide for Publicly-owned indoor and outdoor recreational facilities. A copy of Ordinance 10-2015 was placed in the record of the minutes.


ACTION:
Ordinance 10-2015 was adopted on a motion made by Commissioner Piner. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jablonski and approved by all present.


Mayor Alt’s Report

Mayor Alt, referring to the Board’s previous discussions regarding feral cats in Town, stated he met with Dr. Mindy Carletti of All Paws regarding a Trap Neuter and Release (TNR) Program. Noting that he did not authorize Dr. Carletti to initiate TNR services, he stated the Town subsequently received a bill from Dr. Carletti for TNR services. Mayor Alt queried the Board for input regarding payment of the invoice. It was the consensus of the Board to invite Dr. Carletti to an upcoming Mayor & Commissioners meeting to discuss the invoice.

 Mayor Alt, noting his plans to attend the Maryland Legislature Opening Session in Annapolis on January 13th and Cecil Night in Annapolis on January 14th, asked the Board to consider moving the upcoming workshop meeting to an earlier time on the 13th.  It was the consensus of the Board to schedule the upcoming workshop meeting to 12:30 p.m. on January 13th.  

Mayor Alt, referring to the workshop agenda, stated Mr. Daniel Handley was scheduled to present the Department of Public Works (DPW) Fiscal Year 2017 Budget proposal for review. 

Mayor Alt, referring to the Buttonwoods Road Parking Lot and East Main Street Sidewalk Projects, expressed his desire to have the projects completed as soon as possible. He questioned the status of the bidding process for the East Main Street Sidewalk Project. Mr. Handley stated the curbs were being bid out on East Main Street, and DPW would complete the sidewalk. 

Mayor Alt announced that the Elkton Board of Housing Appeals had several seats that were up for reappointment. He stated the openings would be advertised on the Town’s website.


Mayor Alt stated Mr. Willard Bryan, current member of the Elkton Board of Housing Appeals, expressed interest in reappointment, and requested a motion to reappoint Mr. Bryan to a 3-year term which expires on January 31, 2019.


ACTION:
The request to reappoint Mr. Willard Bryan to the Elkton Board of Housing Appeals to a 3-year term which expires on January 31, 2019 was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jablonski and approved by all present.


 Mayor Alt announced that the members of the Elkton Board of Supervisors of Elections were up for reappointment. He asked the Board to reappoint all of the members for a 2-year term which expires March 31, 2018.

ACTION:
The request to reappoint the members of the Board of Supervisors of Elections to a 2-year term which expires on March 31, 2018 was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens and approved by all present. 

The members of the Board of Supervisors of Elections are as follows:

Ms. Paula Newton

Ms. Karen Lofthouse

Ms. Kingsley Shaffer

Ms. Jill Vamos

Ms. Sandy Barnett

Mayor Alt, referring to Cecil County Night in Annapolis on January 14th, stated the event was open to all who were interested in attending. He stated the event was a great opportunity to meet and network with local Legislators.

Mayor Alt announced that he would be attending the Grand Opening of Spark Baltimore, which provided space in a formerly vacant building to entrepreneurs in Baltimore. He stated he would be attending the event with Director of Planning Ms. Jeanne Minner, as well as Cecil County Executive Tari Moore and Cecil County Councilman Alan McCarthy. 

Mayor Alt stated DPW employee Mr. Ed Dowell developed a concept for a Key to the Town. Noting the concept was approximately 28 inches in length, Mayor Alt stated he wanted to have a special key to present to visitors. He distributed a photograph of the concept, and asked the Board to provide input.

Noting the Town’s National Kids to Parks Day was scheduled May 21, 2016, Mayor Alt stated the date coincided with the Town’s 229th Birthday. He asked the Board to consider coordination of the Kids to Park Day event with a Town birthday celebration. 

Commissioner Jablonski’s Report

Commissioner Jablonski wished all in attendance a Happy New Year.


Commissioner Jablonski, referring to receiving many compliments on the Town’s Christmas decorations, thanked Mr. Dan Handley, Ms. Laura Handley, and DPW for their efforts. She noted that the Cecil County Office of Tourism also complimented the displays.


Commissioner Jablonski announced the Elkton Alliance received a $50,000 Façade Program Grant from the State of Maryland.

Commissioner Piner’s Report

Commissioner Piner welcomed everyone in attendance back from the Holiday. 


Commissioner Piner stated the Triplett family expressed gratitude to Lt. Lawrence Waldridge and the Elkton Police Department for assistance during the funeral of Mr. John Triplett.


Commissioner Piner announced the Parks and Recreation Youth Basketball Program was underway. 

Noting limited sports venues, Commissioner Piner reiterated his desire to have the Recreation Center completed. Referring to the planned Recreation Center, Commissioner Piner questioned the status of the proposed lease. Mr. George stated a draft of the proposed lease had been reviewed by Town Attorney John Downs and had been forwarded to the Cecil County Public Schools.

Commissioner Piner stated the Parks and Recreation Holiday Dance Showcase was held on December 18th at Elkton High School. He stated the event was very successful, and expressed gratitude to the instructors and volunteers.

Commissioner Givens’ Report

Commissioner Givens wished all in attendance a Happy New Year.


Commissioner Givens echoed Commissioner Piner’s support for the Recreation Center, noting that the Dance Program had grown to the point of having to use Elkton High School’s facility to present the Holiday Dance Showcase. He added that Parks and Recreation Department incurred additional expense by having to utilize an outside facility. 

Commissioner Givens, referring to a recent medical emergency that occurred in his neighborhood, commended the responding Police Officer William Wadsworth for his compassion when assisting the victim.


Commissioner VanReenen’s Report

Commissioner VanReenen wished all in attendance a Happy New Year.

Commissioner VanReenen requested an analysis of tasks that would be assigned to DPW staff with respect to the Buttonwoods Parking Lot and East Main Street Sidewalk Projects

Commissioner VanReenen, referring to the Board’s previous discussion regarding anticipated costs associated with the Water Treatment Plant (WTP) permit renewal, questioned the status of the process. Mr. George stated he met with representatives of the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) and Severn Trent earlier in the day to discuss the Town’s Water Appropriate Permit and changes under the renewal. 

Mr. George stated the primary change to the permit was the method for and location of measuring the withdrawal of water which was diverted to the WTP. He added that MDE was also requiring a feasibility study to install a 1mm screen to remove fine material from the water prior to entering the WTP.

Commissioner VanReenen questioned the overall Real Property Tax Assessment of the Town. Mr. Repole stated the State Department of Assessments and Taxation historically provided the data in the 2nd or 3rd week in February.


Commissioner VanReenen, referring to the Board’s previous discussions regarding the proposed Recreation Center, stated he wanted to confirm the funds were budgeted for the facility.

Mayor Alt, referring to the upcoming Public Comment portion of the meeting, advised all in attendance that Staff was available for any questions prior to meetings. He encouraged citizens to contact the Administration Office with questions, and the Board could provide answers during the meeting.

Public Comment

Ms. Jan Rivera expressed concerns regarding homeless persons and their lack of shelter. Mayor Alt stated he would provide Ms. Rivera with contact information for Meeting Ground.

Mr. Robert Litzenberg questioned an expense to Marshall Bus Service. Commissioners Givens and Jablonski responded that the Department of Parks and Recreation utilized Marshall Bus Service for transportation.


Motion for a Closed Meeting


ACTION:
Pursuant to State Government Statutory Authority to Close Session, General Provisions Article, §3-305(b) (7) To consult with counsel to obtain legal advice on a legal matter; and (8) To consult with staff, consultants, or other individuals about pending or potential litigation; Commissioner Jablonski made a motion for a Closed Meeting. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens and approved by all present. 


Mayor Alt announced that the public meeting would not reconvene.

Hearing no additional business to come before the Board, Mayor Alt adjourned the meeting at 7:50 p.m.

L. Michelle Henson

Administration Office Secretary

AN AUDIO AND VIDEO RECORDING OF THIS MEETING RETAINED AT THE ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

Note: The minutes of regularly scheduled public meetings conducted by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton, following their approval, are posted at www.elkton.org. The minutes, in hard copy format, are retained indefinitely by the Town of Elkton, Administration Office, 100 Railroad Avenue, Elkton, Maryland 21921.
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