Mayor & Commissioners Meeting Minutes

August 5, 2015


The Mayor and Commissioners

of the Town of Elkton
MINUTES

August 5, 2015
The Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton (the “Board”) held their first regularly scheduled meeting in August on this date at 7:00 p.m. The following persons were present: Mayor Robert J. Alt; Commissioners Charles H. Givens, Sr.; Mary Jo Jablonski; Earl M. Piner, Sr.; Town Administrator Lewis H. George, Jr.; Finance Director Steven H. Repole; Elkton Police Department Chief Matthew Donnelly; Administration Office Secretary L. Michelle Henson; and Town Attorney John P. Downs, Esquire. Commissioner Daniel R. VanReenen, Jr. was excused from the meeting.

Mayor Alt called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mayor Alt announced that Commissioner VanReenen was out of town and would not be in attendance. 

Mayor Alt announced there was no workshop meeting on August 12, 2015. He stated the workshop was rescheduled to August 19, 2015 at 4:00 p.m., followed by the regularly scheduled meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

Mayor Alt, referring to the death of Clerk of the Circuit Court Derrick Lowe, requested a moment of silence to honor Mr. Lowe and his family.


ACTION:
The minutes of the July 15, 2015 meeting were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jablonski and approved by all present with no corrections or amendments.


ACTION:
The financial report and the bills submitted for payment were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Jablonski. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens and approved by all present.


Mayor Alt questioned if the financial report contained all information for Fiscal Year 2015. Mr. Repole answered in the negative, stating additional accruals would continue to be expensed to Fiscal Year 2015.


Town Administrator’s Report

Public Works Agreement – Village of Deer Knoll Section 2 – Walnut Hill Roads 
LLC – Presented for Approval

Mr. George presented a Public Works Agreement (PWA) between the Town and Walnut Hill Roads LLC regarding Village of Deer Knoll Section 2, for approval. He stated the PWA included improvements on Vince Drive and Deer Knoll Court. He recommended approval of the PWA, contingent upon the Town’s receipt of a Letter of Credit or cash to guarantee the completion of the Public Improvements contained in the PWA. 


ACTION:
The Public Works Agreement between the Town and Walnut Hill Roads LLC regarding Village of Deer Knoll Section 2 was approved, contingent upon the Town’s receipt of a Letter of Credit or cash to guarantee the completion of the Public Improvements contained in the PWA, on a motion made by Commissioner Givens. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Piner and approved by all present.


Request for Waiver of Alcoholic Beverage Restriction
Elkton Alliance – Fall Fest – September 18 – 19, 2015 

Mr. George presented a request for waiver of the Town’s Alcoholic Beverage Restriction Ordinance in order to permit public consumption of alcohol the Fall Fest event, scheduled for September 18 – 19, 2015. 

ACTION:
The request from the Elkton Alliance for a waiver of the Town’s Alcoholic Beverage Restriction Ordinance for the Fall Fest event, scheduled for September 18 – 19, 2015, was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Piner. Mayor Alt seconded the motion. Commissioner Jablonski abstained from the vote. The record of the vote is as follows:

Mayor Alt: Second
Commissioner Givens: Aye
Commissioner Jablonski: Abstain
Commissioner Piner: Motion

Commissioner Givens, noting that the Town’s July 4th Fireworks display was rescheduled to September 18th, questioned if the area to which the Waiver of Alcoholic Beverage Restriction pertained would exclude the fireworks area. Commissioner Jablonski answered in the affirmative, stating the Waiver of Alcoholic Beverage Restriction was limited to the area adjacent to (2) establishments on North Street that would sell alcohol in the downtown area. She stated signs would be posted delineating the area.  

Mayor Alt’s Report

Mayor Alt presented Commissioner Givens with a Certificate commemorating his recent induction into the Maryland Municipal League Hall of Fame for 21 years of Public Service to the Town of Elkton’s residents. 

Mayor Alt stated the results of a recent survey of residents and property owners in the Hollingsworth Manor neighborhood indicated respondents did not want to change the name of the neighborhood.

Mayor Alt encouraged residents to utilize the Elkton Police Department Tip-line at 410-398-4200, ext. 9, to report suspicious activity. Chief Donnelly stated the tip-line was not a substitute for contacting 911 in an emergency, adding the tip-line was a useful tool to report non-emergency activity.

Commissioner Piner, referring to the Cecil County Central Dispatch System, in which all citizen calls for service are directed through 911, stated the system was cumbersome. 

Mayor Alt, referring to the Board’s previous discussions regarding the Town’s Nuisance Abatement Ordinance, stated he wanted to meet with area landlords to create a partnership between the Town and property owners in order to work toward proper and efficient enforcement of the Ordinance. 

Mayor Alt, referring to several calls from residents regarding prostitution and illegal drug activity in their neighborhoods, stated he requested and received Loitering Ordinances from several Maryland municipalities. He stated his desire is to initiate a Loitering Ordinance in Town in order to discourage prostitution and illegal drug activity. 

Mayor Alt, referring to the hill at the northeast corner of the intersection of Howard and South Bridge Streets, stated maintenance of the area was labor-intensive due to the steepness of the hill. He asked the Board for input regarding construction of a terrace or other structure to enhance the area and improve efficiency of maintenance.


 Mayor Alt announced the first home game of Elkton High School’s Football Program is scheduled for September 11, 2015. He stated that he wanted to place Elkton High School’s colors along the routes that visiting teams would take to the school. He expressed his desire for the entire Town to join in support of the team.


Mayor Alt encouraged residents to subscribe to email updates on the Town’s website at www.elkton.org.  


Mayor Alt requested that groups using Meadow Park be reminded of the traffic pattern.

Mayor Alt queried Chief Donnelly regarding staffing levels within the Elkton Police Department (EPD). Chief Donnelly stated 4 candidates were currently undergoing various stages of the hiring process.  


Mayor Alt questioned if “saturation patrols” could be increased efficiently with the current staff of Officers. Chief Donnelly answered in the affirmative. Mayor Alt stated he supported EPD’s efforts to increase patrols.

 
Mayor Alt commended the EPD regarding the Elkton’s Night Out event on August 4, 2015 at Meadow Park. Chief Donnelly stated the event brought many citizens to the park for a positive, enjoyable evening. 

Commissioner Givens questioned if incentives could be added to attract recruits to the EPD. Chief Donnelly stated enhancement of the department’s “take home car” program would be an additional incentive to recruits.

Mayor Alt, referring to a recently conducted traffic study on Whitehall Road, stated a recommendation from the study was to visually narrow traffic lanes by painting lines on the road surface. He stated the effort to slow traffic was not successful and asked Mr. George to initiate placement of a digital speed monitoring sign. 

Commissioner Piner concurred with Mayor Alt’s comments, adding his appreciation for speed enforcement efforts by EPD.

Commissioner Jablonski’s Report

Commissioner Jablonski complimented EPD for the success of the Elkton’s Night Out event, stating the event provided positive interaction between Police Officers and the community. 

Commissioner Jablonski announced a Cecil Football League Scavenger Hunt scheduled for Monday August 10, 2015 in the Downtown area.

Commissioner Jablonski announced an upcoming Public Art project honoring the late Alphonsus Moolenschot is planned for the Community Garden adjacent to 129 East Main Street. She stated the 15’ x 5’ sculpture, designed by the late blacksmith, would bring traffic and positive publicity to the Downtown.

Commissioner Piner’s Report

Commissioner Piner commended EPD for the Elkton’s Night Out event. Chief Donnelly thanked Commissioner Piner for providing DJ services for the event.


Public comment


Ms. Teresa Dill requested maintenance of storm drains in the Hollingsworth Manor neighborhood.

Chief Donnelly, referring to Ms. Dill’s query regarding a Community Cleanup Day in the Hollingsworth Manor neighborhood, stated he would follow up with Ms. Dill to coordinate the event.  


Ms. Debbie Storke expressed concerns regarding drug trafficking. 

Ms. Storke requested maintenance of Town entrances, including new “Welcome to Elkton” signage. 


 Ms. Shirley Anderson requested installation of sidewalks and street lights on Whitehall Road from Route 40 to the Kensington Courts neighborhood.

Mayor Alt asked Mr. George to look into sidewalk and lighting upgrades to Whitehall Road, and to coordinate with Cecil County government regarding those portions of Whitehall Road that were within County jurisdiction.


Commissioner Jablonski expressed support for sidewalk and lighting improvements to Whitehall Road. 

Mr. Rod Burr echoed Ms. Anderson’s requests for sidewalk and lighting upgrades to Whitehall Road. He additionally requested that Whitehall Road be made a uniform width with curbing. 

Mr. Isaiah Hilferty and Ms. Johannah Hilferty requested additional lighting near their home. Mr. Hilferty requested additional patrols in his neighborhood.

Mr. Hilferty requested that the Town initiate a Loitering Ordinance. 


Mr. Dave Fordyce requested increased Police presence in his neighborhood. 

Ms. Toni Ross echoed requests for sidewalk and lighting improvements at Whitehall Road, and asked for speed enforcement as well.

Ms. Cheryl McGrady requested maintenance of open space adjacent to the Buttonwoods neighborhood.


Mr. Dave Meaders, representing the Singerly Fire Department, announced that Singerly recently purchased an ambulance. He stated Singerly planned to display the new equipment during an event planned for the downtown area on September 12, 2015. 

Mr. Meaders expressed interest in working with the Elkton Alliance to encourage public interest in the new equipment. 

Mayor Alt stated the VFW Carnival was also scheduled for September 12th, and stated the events would be complement each other. Mr. Meaders stated he was interested in any opportunity to draw public participation in the event.

 
Mayor Alt noted the reason the Singerly event was being held downtown was that shopping centers could not accommodate the amount of space needed for the equipment and anticipated attendance.

Mr. Gary Storke stated the Legislature needed to strengthen drug laws. He asked Chief Donnelly to consider publication of arrests in the local paper.

Mr. Storke stated a storm drain in the vicinity of 503 North Bridge Street was in need of maintenance.

Mr. Storke questioned if repairs to the sidewalk in the 200 block of East Main Street were scheduled. Mr. George answered in the affirmative, stating the project was in the design phase.

Mr. Ed Ginder requested reminders to residents of Elkton Heights to refrain from placing grass clippings in the median at Park Circle.

Mr. Greg Amos expressed concerns regarding safety of children in the Hollingsworth Manor neighborhood. 

Hearing no additional business to come before the Board, Mayor Alt adjourned the meeting at 8:45 p.m.

L. Michelle Henson

Administration Office Secretary

AN AUDIO AND VIDEO RECORDING OF THIS MEETING RETAINED AT THE ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

Note: The minutes of regularly scheduled public meetings conducted by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton, following their approval, are posted at www.elkton.org. The minutes, in hard copy format, are retained indefinitely by the Town of Elkton, Administration Office, 100 Railroad Avenue, Elkton, Maryland 21921.
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