Mayor & Commissioners Meeting Minutes

February 18, 2015


The Mayor and Commissioners

of the Town of Elkton
MINUTES

February 18, 2015
The Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton (the “Board”) held their second regularly scheduled meeting in February on this date at 6:00 p.m. The following persons were present: Mayor Robert J. Alt; Commissioners Earl M. Piner, Sr.; Daniel R. VanReenen, Jr.; Town Administrator Lewis H. George, Jr.; Finance Director Steven H. Repole; Jeanne D. Minner, Director of Planning; Administration Office Secretary L. Michelle Henson; and Town Attorney John P. Downs, Esquire. 

Mayor Alt called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mayor Alt stated the meeting was scheduled to start early to permit the Board’s attendance at the 7:15 p.m. re-opening of Lyons Pharmacy on Main Street, which underwent renovations for an episode of “Restaurant Impossible”. 

He announced that Commissioner H. Givens, Sr. would not be in attendance at the meeting due to a previously scheduled commitment, and that Commissioner Mary Jo Jablonski was not in attendance as she was involved with the filming of Restaurant Impossible at Lyons. 

ACTION:
The minutes of the February 4, 2015 meeting were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Piner. The motion was seconded by Commissioner VanReenen and approved by all present with no corrections or amendments.


ACTION:
The financial report and the bills submitted for payment were approved on a motion made by Commissioner Piner. The motion was seconded by Commissioner VanReenen and approved by all present.


Mayor Alt, noting a Public Hearing scheduled for 7:05 p.m., requested that Mr. George commence with his report. 

Town Administrator’s Report


Ordinance 2-2015 Parking Schedules – Presented for Adoption (as Amended)

Mr. George presented Ordinance 2-2015 Parking Schedules for adoption. He stated Ordinance 2-2015, which was introduced on January 21, 2015 and subsequently amended, provided the following: 3-hour parking on Main Street from Bridge Street to Grooms Lane; 2-hour, metered parking on Main Street from Grooms Lane to South Street; 3-hour parking on Main Street from South Street to Delaware Avenue; 3-hour parking on South Street from Main Street to High Street; 3-hour parking on the west side of South Street from Main Street to Howard Street; and 3-hour parking on the east side of South Street from Main Street to 105 South Street. He stated Ordinance 2-2015, if approved, would be effective on March 10, 2015.


ACTION:
Ordinance 2-2015 Parking Schedules was adopted on a motion made by Commissioner Piner. The motion was seconded by Commissioner VanReenen and approved by all present. 

Commissioner VanReenen, referring to the Board’s previous discussions regarding signage pertaining to recently amended parking meter zones and parking schedules, questioned the installation timeline of signage placement at the Howard Street Municipal lots. Mr. George, stating the signs would indicate free parking at the lot, would be installed.

Pivotal Holdings, Inc., d/b/a Elkton Gas – Petition for Annexation


Regarding property located at Belle Hill Road, identified as Tax Map 303 Parcel 
1020

Mr. George stated the Town received a Petition for Annexation from Pivotal Holdings, Inc. (Elkton Gas), for a parcel located at Belle Hill Road, identified as Tax Map 303 Parcel 1020. He stated Elkton Gas planned to build an office at the location, and sewer service would be requested at the property. He stated the Petition, if accepted, would be presented for introduction as an Annexation Resolution on March 4, 2015, presented for adoption at a Public Hearing on April 1, 2015, and effective on June 20, 2015.


Mayor Alt questioned the financial impact of the annexation. Mr. Repole stated the financial impact would include building permit and Major Facilities fees. 

Historic District Design Standards – Recommendation of Award to JMA Cultural 
Heritage Services

Ms. Jeanne Minner presented a proposal from JMA Cultural Heritage Services to develop Historic District Design Guidelines specific to Elkton’s Historic District. She stated the $36,278.00 proposal was discussed at the Mayor & Commissioners February 11, 2015 workshop. Commissioner VanReenen questioned if funds were previously budgeted for creation of the guidelines. Ms. Minner answered in the affirmative.


ACTION:
The request to accept the proposal from JMA Cultural Heritage Services to develop Historic District Design Guidelines was approved on a motion made by Commissioner Piner. The motion was seconded by Commissioner VanReenen and approved by all present. 

Mayor Alt’s Report 

Mayor Alt, referring to a recent business trip that took him to the “World of Concrete” tradeshow, expressed support for staff attendance at certain expositions in order to take advantage of continuing education.  

Mayor Alt, referring to the recent activity during the filming of a “Restaurant Impossible” episode at Lyons Pharmacy, stated it was unique to have this type of event occur in Elkton. He stated the producers of the program expressed appreciation for the support they received from Town staff during the event.

Mayor Alt stated the event was a great promotional opportunity for the Town, adding the ribbon cutting was scheduled for 7:15 p.m.

Mayor Alt announced the opening of a new quilting store on Main Street, noting that lessons would be given at the location.


Commissioner Piner’s Report 

Commissioner Piner expressed appreciation for the working relationship between the Board members. He commended Commissioner VanReenen for his contributions to the Board.

Commissioner Piner, referring to previous discussions regarding various fund raising activities for the Department of Parks & Recreation, announced a tentative date of August 7, 2015 for a Mayor and Commissioners Golf Tournament. He added that he volunteered as a basketball Coach for 6th, 7th and 8th graders, stating that he would like to initiate a Mayor & Commissioners Basketball Tournament as well. He noted that games were tentatively planned for March 20th – 21st and March 27th – 28th, and expressed his desire to utilize towns around Cecil County to host tournament events. 


Mayor Alt agreed with Commissioner Piner’s plan, stating it would be a unique opportunity to create participation throughout Cecil County while raising funds for Parks & Recreation.


Commissioner VanReenen’s Report

Commissioner VanReenen, referring to a survey to Buttonwoods Road residents regarding initiation of a parking permit program, questioned the cutoff date for survey responses. Mr. George stated the survey cutoff was March 13, 2015. 

Meeting Paused


Mayor Alt, hearing no additional comments to come before the Board, asked to pause the meeting until the Public Hearing, scheduled for 7:05 p.m. The meeting was paused at 6:30 p.m.


Meeting Reconvened 

Mayor Alt reconvened the meeting at 7:02 p.m.


Public Hearing


Ordinance 6-2014 Amending the Elkton Zoning Ordinance Article XVI Signs, 
Section 18 Permitted Signs, by adding Subsection 7 Permanent Residential 
Subdivision or Multi-Family Signs – Presented for Introduction

Mayor Alt declared the Public Hearing open at 7:05 p.m.


Ms. Minner presented Ordinance 6-2014, amending the Elkton Zoning Ordinance Article XVI Signs, Section 18 Permitted Signs, by adding Subsection 7 Permanent Residential Subdivision or Multi-Family signs, for introduction. She stated the purpose of Ordinance 6-2014 was to permit installation of ground signs identifying residential or multi-family developments. 


 Ms. Minner stated Ordinance 6-2014 was approved by the Planning Commission on December 8, 2014, and would be presented for approval to the Board on March 4, 2015.

Mayor Alt queried those present for comments regarding Ordinance 6-2014. Hearing none, Mayor Alt closed the Public Hearing at 7:06 p.m.


ACTION:
Ordinance 6-2014 Amending the Elkton Zoning Ordinance Article XVI Signs, 
Section 18 Permitted Signs, by adding Subsection 7 Permanent Residential Subdivision or Multi-Family Signs, was approved for introduction on a motion made by Commissioner Piner. The motion was seconded by Commissioner VanReenen and approved by all present.


Hearing no additional business to come before the Board, Mayor Alt adjourned the meeting at 7:06 p.m.
L. Michelle Henson

Administration Office Secretary

AN AUDIO AND VIDEO RECORDING OF THIS MEETING RETAINED AT THE ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

Note: The minutes of regularly scheduled public meetings conducted by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton, following their approval, are posted at www.elkton.org. The minutes, in hard copy format, are retained indefinitely by the Town of Elkton, Administration Office, 100 Railroad Avenue, Elkton, Maryland 21921.
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