Elkton, the County seat of Cecil County, is located at the head of the Elk River near the Maryland/Delaware border,
only 20 miles from Wilmington, Delaware and approximately halfway between Baltimore, Maryland and Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania.

In 1608, the land on which the Town now sits was named “Head of Elk” by the English explorer Captain John Smith.
In 1681, the original tract of land was given to Nicholas Painter who named it “Friendship”. The Town that evolved
was known as “Head of Elk” until 1787, when it was incorporated as “Elkton”. The Town became an early shipping
point for the wheat grown in the rich piedmont surrounding the settlement. The Big and Little Elk creeks also supplied
water power for small paper and textile factories in the early nineteenth century.

Elkton was the scene of much activity during the American Revolution, General George Washington observed British
movements on Elk Neck in August, 1777. That same month, British General Robert Howe decided to approach
Philadelphia via Head of Elk, apparently because the area was thought to be sympathetic to the British. In March of
1781, Lafayette’s troops embarked from Head of Elk for Annapolis on their way to Yorktown. On April 11th, they
again departed, this time by land rather than by water. They would be followed in September by troops under the
comands of Washington and Rochambeau.

A remnant of this period that still exists today is the Mitchell House, located on Main Street. According to tradition,
Dr. Abraham Mitchell from Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, built the house in 1769 where, during the Revolution, he
treated wounded Continental soldiers. The house later belonged to his son, Dr. George Mitchell,, who was a prominent
member of the Pike Expedition to Canada in 1813 and who, as a member of Congress, introduced the resolution that
led to Lafayette’s expedition in 1824.

Elkton also played a role in the War of 1812. In 1813, a force from Admiral George Cockburn’s British fleet attacked
points along the Elk River. After burning nearby Frenchtown in late April, the fleet attempted to reach Elkton by water,
but guns at Fort Defiance drove them back. The British then attempted to approach by land from the other side of the
river, but their guide led them to Cedar Point opposite Fort Hollingsworth at Elk Landing, and when the militia stationed
there opened fire, the British retreated.

Elkton is the governmental, commercial, and employment center for Cecil County, a large rural area. Elkton earned its
nickname “Marriage Capital of the World” when couples came to Elkton to be married since there was no waiting period
or a blood test law in effect until 1938. Willie Mays, actress Joan Fontaine, Billie Holiday, Jersey Joe Walcott, Comedian
Bert Lahr, former Attorney General John Mitchell, and basketball great Charles Barkley have joined thousands of others
over the years in tying the knot in Elkton.

In the 1940°’s, prior to America’s involvement in World War II, the Town experienced enormous growth with the location
of a Naval Munitions plant on the northwest side of Town. The plant, at its peak, employed 12,000 workers.

Elkton is one of the fastest growing municipalities of its class in the State of Maryland. The population increased 40%
between 1980 and 1990, and 31% between 1990 and 2000. Elkton’s recent growth has been exceptional due to the
availability of affordable homes, business services, geographical convenience, and the general quality of living
associated with a small town.



