
ARTICLE I PURPOSE AND AUTHORITY 
 
Section 1. Short Title 
      
This Ordinance shall be known, cited, and referred to as the Town of Elkton Zoning Ordinance. 
 
Section 2.  Authority 
 
This Ordinance is enacted under the authority granted by the General Assembly of Maryland, as 
provided in Article 66B, Annotated Code of Maryland, as amended. 
 
Section 3. Intent/Authority 
      
1. This Ordinance is intended to promote the orderly development of the Town of Elkton, 

Maryland, in accordance with the Elkton Comprehensive Plan or any of the component 
parts thereof and in compliance with Article 66B of the Annotated Code of Maryland, as 
amended. It is also the intent of this Ordinance that the extent of its applicability shall be 
automatically changed in accordance with the provisions hereof or with any provision of 
State Law which may hereinafter affect the applicability of this Ordinance. 

 
2. The purpose of this Zoning Ordinance is to implement the Comprehensive Plan for the 

Town of Elkton, Maryland in order to promote the health, safety, order, convenience and 
general welfare of the citizens of the Town in accordance with present and future needs 
as expressed in the Comprehensive Land Use Plan. It is the further purpose of this Zoning 
Ordinance to provide for economic and efficient land development, encourage the most 
appropriate use of land, provide convenient and safe movement of people and goods, 
control the distribution and density of population to areas where necessary public service 
can be provided, protect historic and environmental areas, encourage good civic design, 
and provide for adequate public utilities, facilities, and services. 

 
3. It is also the objective of this Ordinance to implement the "Visions" contained in the 

Maryland Growth Management, Resource Protection and Economic Development Act, 
namely: 

 
a.  Development is concentrated in suitable areas. 

 
b.  Sensitive areas are protected. 

 
c. In rural areas, growth is directed to existing population centers and resource areas 

are protected. 
 

d. Stewardship of the Chesapeake Bay and the land is a universal ethic. 
 

e. Conservation of resources, including a reduction in resource consumption, is 
practiced. 

 
f. To assure the achievement of a through e above, economic growth is encouraged 

and regulatory mechanisms are streamlined. 
 
 g. Funding mechanisms are in place to achieve all other visions. 
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4. The regulations and provisions contained in this Zoning Ordinance were adopted and 
became effective on November 8, 1994. 

 
Section 4. Jurisdiction 
  
This Ordinance shall be effective throughout the Town of Elkton's planning jurisdiction. The 
Town's planning jurisdiction comprises all areas within the corporate boundaries of the Town of 
Elkton, Maryland. 
 
Section 5. Severability 
 
It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Town Commissioners that the sections, paragraphs, 
sentences, clauses, and phrases of this Ordinance are severable, and if any such section, 
paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase is declared unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by any 
court of competent jurisdiction in a valid judgement or decree, such unconstitutionality or 
invalidity shall not affect any of the remaining sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses, or phrases 
of this Ordinance since the same would have been enacted without the incorporation into this 
Ordinance of such unconstitutional or invalid section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase. 
 
Section 6. Adequate Public Facilities Requirements 
 
1. No concept or plan for a subdivision or development plan for a Planned Unit 

Development (PUD) shall be approved unless the Planning Commission first determines 
that adequate facilities are available to support and service the proposed subdivision or 
PUD. 

 
2. The applicant shall submit with any subdivision concept plan or PUD development plan 

sufficient information and data to demonstrate the expected impact on and use of the 
public facilities by the residents or occupants of the proposed subdivision or PUD. 

 
Section 7. No Use or Sale of Land or Buildings Except in Conformity with Ordinance  

Provisions 
 
1. Subject to Article VIII of this Ordinance, no person may use, occupy, or sell any land or 

buildings or authorize or permit the use, occupancy, or sale of land or buildings under his 
control except in accordance with all of the applicable provisions of this  Ordinance. 

 
2. For the purposes of this section, the "use" or "occupancy" of a building or lands relates to 

anything and everything that is done to, on, or in that building or land. 
 
Section 8. Violations and Penalties 
 
Violation of this Ordinance shall be punishable as provided in Article VII. 
 
Section 9. Relationship to Existing Zoning, Subdivision, and Flood Control Ordinances 
 
To the extent that the provisions of this Ordinance are the same in substance as the previously 
adopted provisions that they replace in the Town's Zoning Ordinance or Subdivision Regulations, 
they shall be considered as continuations thereof and not as new enactments unless otherwise 
specifically provided. In particular, a situation that did not constitute a lawful, nonconforming 
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situation under the previously adopted Zoning Ordinance does not achieve lawful, nonconforming 
status under this Ordinance merely by the repeal of the Zoning Ordinance. 
Section 10. Fees 
 
Fees established in accordance with Town of Elkton procedures shall be paid upon submission of 
a signed application or notice of appeal, unless otherwise determined by the Zoning Inspector. 
 
Section 11. Reserved 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


